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apparent:- deposits are larger by some $40,000; Canadian
debentures are larger too, in accordance with a prevailing
tendency of loan companies to borrow more at home
rather than go abroad.

Sterling debenture borrowings are flot increased, but
debenture stock lias riqen by some $57,000. If there is a
redeniption clause in this forni of security, the society may
be congratiilated cri thet issue ; but hardly otherwise, for
mioney mnay grow cheaper in Britain than it is ait present.
The coinpany lias a prudent manag-ement, which has long
been accustomled to present thie sharehiolders with satisfac-
tory reports. In addit ion to doing business in the provinces
of Ontario and Mlanitoba, the resolve has been taken to
loan un the farmn lands of the Canadian North-West Terri-
tories. At ieast this course was resolved upon by the
directors ; and as the report says that a by-law confiringq
their action was tu bie offert:d at the meeting, we assume
that it wvas approved by the shareholders.

WHEREIýI WILL VIE NEXT FIRE BE?

Tl'bs question was asked this week by une Toronto
mani of another, wvho replied, gruffJly, -H ow do I know ?
why do0 you ask mne ?"' Wh.in the first speaker said, IlIt
may lie in your premnises, for you've got a pretty dirty
ooking elevator shaft," he was in somne dlanger of being1

assaulted by the larger man, who resented the insinuation
hotly. But this is flot a thing to get mnad about ; rathier is
it a thing tu pouder over and to rectify if true. The lire
which gutted the Union Loan buildings, Toronto street on
Sunday last, liad its start, we are told, in the. elevator
shiaft. Thc b)ottoni of this shaft had not been cleaned, it
appears, for six mionths or a year. Diri of various kinds
bad accumuilated in it, probably straw, dust, waste paper,
wooden chips, drippings of oil froin the puileys and wire
ropes. lies. miake a most inviting seat for a lire ; and
when somne one throws a lighted cigar stub into the heap
it miay samoulder for hours and presently make the shaft a
roaring furnace. Let us hiope that the. hint wîll be take>,
and that mnerchants and mianufacturers as well as owners
of large office buildings will see to the clearing out flot
oniy of elevator shafts but of ail works and crannies that
hanbor combustible material.

A LIFE INSURANCEi DECISION.

Thc decision of Mr. justice Lavergne, rendered a
woek ago in Mlontreal, in the case of Hlon. A. R. Angers
against the Mutulai Reserve Life Fund Association, of
New York, is one which mneans miuch to that company.~
For, if it be not appcaied against, and its conclusions~
reverscd, the company will be inundated with similar suits,
and its none too large funds drawvn upon by successful liti-
gants. The judge is vcry severe upon the defendant
company. In the course of bis decisioxi, by whichi he
condermns the Mutual Reserve to - pay to the plaintiff the.
suni of $6,509.57 with intercst thereon froni the date of
service of sumnmons," h. scores thc coinpany in suc h
biting words as the following: , Considering that said
advertisements and representations - - . were faise,
fraudulent and deceitful. Considening that it is cleariy
proven that the rates based upon the age of entry of
insured were absolutely insuficient to maintain said
policies in force. Considcaing that . . . said plain-
tiff'a wiil and consent were only drawn by ruse, deceit and
falsehood," the. decision above given la arrived at under
Article 1049 of thc Civil Code of the Province of Quebec.

W. do not at the moment recail whethcr the circum-.

stances of the contract on which Mr. Trenholme, advociý
of Montreal, several years ago sued the same company
a return uf premiums which ho had paid were the samne
those of Hon. Mr. Angers. But ini that case the plair
did not succeed. There is, however, in tie recital
the conditions of Angers' policy enough to rebuke
siily and vicious pretensions of insurance coneu
so-called, to, furnish, as this une by circular did, 1,fr
$3,000, to $4,ooo insurance at the cost of $i,ooo insura:
in an old-line company." They may, to use Abrah
Lincoln's phrase, fool some of the peuple part of the tir
but they cannot fouI ail the people ail the time.

WHAT RISKS WE RUN.

Su usqed are we to beiieve that accidrinî'1 by wbiich pea)
buse life or lîimb occur away frotn home, thýti \%e do notg
adcgtliate attention tu the many happenings aironi the fari
he.irthstonec or in the domrestic yard. No ;ewecr than r,86
stances are given by a single cunlpany ()n this continent,
accidents in thec yetar i9oi, whîch occurred to pcopl,. wi
"ai home." Thii, was the Travelers. It is i~ore in
"Retcord" publ!sheýd b)y that company ilhat the numbiier
have named cuit $ý85,361. No other depa'-tmont of thi, cr
pally's lusse,;s co',t so mutch eýxcept thiat uf the liorses
vehîcles, and thant relati11g, t- tra,4es and manwî lho.
14,000 death and îideminity claims paid were-

No. paid. Amoun111t
.MýLiia1 labo)r and trades......7,3D3 $3g2,gft3
To pedetstrians ....... ........... 1,387 1,8
Horse and vehiclc,. .......... 1,11512,2
Streàet railway and elevators....391 'ý 8

icc....... ....... ......... z>91286
At home...................x58 .361
Burns and scalds --................. 630 3,2
Drowning ........ ........... 12
Fîrearms and explosions.........15 42c
Bites of animais ......... ......... 92
Sports and recreations .. ........ 52 40 o
Foreign substance in eye .. ý........5oi 85
Steamn railruads and steamships . .. 3o5 -46,37
In office and store .............. 750 2>9,96
t.hclassified and. other...........3

Total..............14,540 $1 î,;2.a

TRADE OPENINGS.

The following were amiong the enqui-iea relatilig co Ci
dian trade, received at the Canadian Gloverumnent Offi-ce
L'ondon, dulrîing thie wveek ending 14 th February, i1903:
Manmchester firrn desires to get into coMmuunication
Canadian iznporters uf woolen goods of thie llower qiiaIli
Enquiry is miade for particulars of good slate quarrics
Canada, in working urder, adjacent to ports or wtras
an agent who can selI large quantities if prices are con-
titive. Another cniquiry for roofing slates of durable qua
bias been received fromi a correspondent in the north of F_
land. A Hambuirg (Germany), bouse have asked for na,
of pacleers and exporters of dried cod, haddock, stock f
ili the Maritime Provinces of Canada. A Dublin grain, c
and flour, and przduce broker wishes to obtain the dil
agcnicy for a- good Canadian if rm of millers. Enquiry
been made for naines of Candaian dealers in motor-carria
and simiilar goods. A cor-respoandent at Cork (Ireband>,
asked to be furnished with a list uf millers and firms exzc
ing oatmecal froin Canada. An application lias been recei
from a Bradford merchant for tie naines of iniporters
Yarns, either worsted, mohiair, cutton, silk or fancy. An
portant firin of cotton waste merchants and agents deý
commnunication with users uf this material in Canada.
finm of whioiesale and export druggists' suindries men wisbi
liear of probable bnycra in Canada of such specialities ma t
Manufacture, tooth pastes, disinfectants, etc. A forge c(
pany in Chueshire ask tes be furnished with tie names of 1
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