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BRANTTFORD.

The Dufferin rifles, of Brantford, last
week held tieir annual dinner, which,
from the speeches made, éspecinily that of
the Minister of Milita,i Hon. J. €. Patter-
son, made it an affair of more than or-
dinnry interest. Last week I asked u
question about the mew rifles, and now
the head of the forces in Canada, in the
Government, gives the reply, which will
be greeted with joy by volunteers all
over the Dominion. Not only ths, but
all cna see plainly, as was predicted in
this column when the present Minister
assumed the portfolio, that at last there
is a head who can be depended upon to
do his best to make the Canadian militia
the best in the world., The Brantford
Lxpositor devotes three columns to the
account of the proceedings. The chair-
man was Lt. Col. Jomes, the Dufferin’s
(. 0., while the principal guests wero
Hon. J. C. Patterson, Hon. Lt. Col. J.
M. Gibson, president of the Dominion
Rifle Aesociation ; Hon. A. S. Hardy and
. Patterson, M. P. The Expositor says:
« Mr, Patterson promises, if he carrics
out his pledges, as there is every reason
to believe he will, o far as it is in his
power, to give the Miltiia Dcpartment
what it has been lacking for many years
past—a. capable head. Disregarding all
red-tapeism, he is  acquainting himeelf
with the requirements of the force, and
inviting those intercested in its improv-
ment to send their suggestions direct to
him, €nd thus avoid pigkontbolding iw
the musty shelves of the department.”
To the tonst of * Our Guest,” the Minister
respouded, and after referring to the open-
ing of the new drill hall at Brantford and
to the history of the corps, told what had
been done to secure the new Martini-Met-
ford rifles. e said that 1,000 stand of
arms had been purchased from the makers
and paid for, but «ince then they had ar-
ranged for 8.000 more from the Imperial
Government at more reasonable tates. In
addition arrangements were being made
with the Tmperial Government for the
ronverston of thts Afartipi I mry rifle6.
which they had fu store in Canada. When
thix had been doune they woulid have 15,-
000 stil of arms with whicrh to equip
the riflemen of Capada. These arma
would he paid for on long time, «o that
the burden wou'ld not be too much felt
by the people of Canada.

NAVAI. AND MILITARY NEWS.

In the Imporial House of Commons, .\lr.
Woodals e!ated, in answer to Mr. Brodrick,
that it wae proposed to arm the Militia,
probably early next ycar, with the Lee-
Mcetford rifle.—Replying to Mr. Tomlin-.
son, 'Mr. Woodall said it was intended to
this rifle,

arm the Voluntecrs also with

but he could not eay 0 what time,
althouzh bW 1 o vl e o reason-
able time.

Mijor-Gen'ral G. J. Smart, R.A., com-
maading the Artillery at Gibralta, hee
been appointed to the command of the
Woolwick District, vice Major-General
H. A. Nicolls, R.A., resigned. Genera)
Smart joined the army June 18th, -1861,
aad became major-general November lst,

1890. Hc served in India jn 1857-568, and
was present at the actions of Chanda and
Sultanpore, sicge and capture of Lucknow,
actions of Barree, Sirsce, and Nawabgunge
(twice mentioned in despatches, medal with
clasp
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The failure in India of the black pellet
powder cartridges with the Lee-Meltford
rifle has attracted the aotice of the milit-
ary authoritice. Inquirics show that they
all belony apparently to once porticular con-
signment from Lngland, manufactured by
a private contractor. Their distribution
in India is known, and they will be used
up in practice at short ranges, as they
are offective up to 500 yards.

We learn from India that “the Lee-Meit-
ford rifle has stood the test ir Indin of
ten lhousund rounds of black powder bzl
ammunition most satisfactorily, but the
rifling was worn away alter lees than three
thousa ! rounds of cordite.”

By th- departure of the lst Battalion
Som rsetshire Light Infantry Irom Malta,
effct is given to the decision recently ar-
rived at Ly the military authorities to re-
duce the garrison of that fortress by one
battalion
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The new ¢ruiser Powerful, if she IulIilIs
the promise of her desien, should be a mag-
nificent vessel.  As yet, however, we have
told very little abput the manuer
in which her armament is to be disposed.
Tt ie som-what remarkable that it should
have Dbeen necossary to o to France for
suitable boilers for

bren

the new ship, especi-
types of
tubuious boilers patented by English il‘rn—az.
It is to that the Belle-
ville hoilers have not yet been tried in a
British Quanrof-war, although a st have
been wupplied for the Sharpshooter, whose
trinls will probably have taken place be-
fore the Powerful is ready, U6 is antici-
that
continuous sea speed of 20 knots, while

ally Gwhen there are so many

be noted, also,

pated the new cruiser will have
ait an eizht hours' natural draught contrace-
tor's triai the speed will he 22 knolts, and
on a f'w honrs' foread draught 24 knots
iv expeeled. She will thus be the [astesf
cruiser in the world, although™ the Min-
meapolis may be expected to ran her very
close in this respoet.
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the War Of-
the Duke of
Westminster's offer of a site for military
harracks ! Chester, and this, it is believ-
that Chegter will sooner or Iater

It has been anuoun-ed that
fice authoritics have declined

od. means
lose its position  as headquarters of  tho
North-Western Military District.
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Reeent  returng show  that the wholo
number of horaes and mulen possessed by
the Briiieh army is within a few of 27,
000, of whom ratlier more than 12,000 are
with the European troops in India, and
the remainder at home, in Egypt and Na-
1al. The cavalry gegimenta have 12000
horaca (exclusive of officers” horses, thesvs
as in other branches of the army, Leing
private property) ; the Royal Artillery, 12,-

500 horacs and mules for riding and gun
teams ; the Royal Engineers, o111y about
400 ; the fantry, 700 ; for transport and
mounted infantry training and the Army
Service Corps, 1,400, The cavalry regi-
meints have only enough horses to mounit’
about two-thirds of their men, the three
Howsehold  regiments, which number 1, -
300 fwom;, pommissioned officers and men,
having S00 lhorsesv Several of {he regi
mente in India ean mount more than GO0
men. but even these have nearly 600 men to
use them ; while in some of the home regi
ments  the disproportion Detween men and
horses is as great, or greater, than in the
Life and Horse Gunards.
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The Earl of Denbieh. Liecut. Col. of the
Won. Arvtillery Company of London. has
intimated to the regiment that thero
has Dbeen a decided improvement during
the past year im comparison with previous
vears. This is especially noticeable in the
Infantry Battalion. whose percemtage of
officients show an inercase from 89,29 to
HE23, and an advance of musketry effi
cients from 91.15 to 96.01. The Horan
Artillery shows an advance from 80.00 io
81.82, but the Field Ratitery ehows a
slight decrense in percentage of efficients.
khiclh is now 84.50.

* & o 0

In a circular issurd ta the Fleet the
Admiralty directe that Roman Catholics,
Preshyterians, Wesleyan Methodista, and
men who objet on relicious grounds to
joining  the services of the Chureh of Brg
land are to have Iull liborty to absept
themeaelves from such services.

The Royal Marinrs have reason to he
gratified at’ the recognition of the corpe
by His Royal Highness the Duke of Saxe
doburg Gothay The following memoran
dun: has heen received at the several Di
visions : “ITis Roynll Highness the Duke of
faxe Cobureg and Gotha, - being anxious to
mark. upon his accension to the Duchivs.
his long connection with the corps of Rov-
nl Marines, has  heen pleaged  to comfer
upon Licutenant-General H. B. Tuson, C.
R.. Deputv-Adjutant-General of the corpa,
with the prrmission of Tler Mest Gracions
Majesty the Queen. the decoration of the
Raxe-Troostine Order. firat class’*  For
many vears as an Admiral in the British
Navy the Duke of Edinburelt wae honor-
ary Cotonel of (he Roval Marines, and His
Roval Miehness hor Jost no time, when the
apportunity has fallon to his power. of
thus fhawine hir  approGiation of tha

branch of  the Naval Servied,
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The British Medical Journal says  that
Rurgeon-Major Tloyd recom-
mended for the Vietoria Cross for his gal-
lant comduct in  the operations carried oufl
by the Burmah Military Police in the
(Waechin Tille during 1892-93.

hae  been

The Royal Warrant now being prepared
for the igsue of the Queen’s decorations
1o hon-commissioned officers and men of
twenty years’ and upwards cfficient service
in the British Volunteer Force will short«



