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TO THE SURVIVING VETERANS OF 1837-8-9.
The above is the tille of a pamphlet froni the pen of Major

R. R. McLcnnamýii, tlie lîrculeaiî M.P>. for Glengarry. 'l'lie
title.-really a dedicatioî-does not do justice ho the work,
wvhicli is practically a sumrmary of thie efforts made by the au-
thior anîd others to obtaiti some sort of practical recognition
frorn the Governnîent for tlîe services of the loyal voluîîtecrs
wvbo actcd ini suppressing the rebellion of 1837-8. The just
claim of tliese veterans is apparenit to every unprejudiced
ni, and it is annoying to learn from the vork uîîder notice
thc degree of fear wih w~hichî most of tie pariamentarians,
both ini Toronto and Ottawa, regarded the discussion of the
nîeasure, anîd the deîcrxiinied oppositionmiti met wih frorn
some of these genîtry. It shows îowv strong a lîold thie
curse of party politics lias on al vlîo corne under ils influ -
ejîce, and tlhe absolute cowvardice of so mnmîynenbers on a
question such as this. Major Macdonaldl gives ini detail the
motions that have been made fron imne ho lime in the Onta-
rio and Dominion Houses, and thie naines of the niembers
whlo v'oted for and against conmpensation, comcluding the
brochure with Ite republication of soiîîe of Sir Franîcis Bond
Head's proclamations and speeches Of 1837-8 ; the officiaI
ackuîowledgmients of the services of the voluniteers ; and ex-
tracts frnîîIl Clîristie's History of Lowver Catiadat," neferring
ho various phases of' the rebellion. Tlie following is Major
McLciiiîaii's suîîmiîary of thie efforts that have beeîî made s0
far :

IYou will sec Ithe justification of the shatements made by
Sir John A. Macdonaldl and thie Honourable Edward Blake,
froni the cdocuîmients and tlhe extracts wbich I1 have placed
before you. You wiIl also scec thatthe Governnments of the
Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada passed legisialion
maîîy yeans ago for the conîpensating of men inîerested in
that rebellion. Thle Comser%,ative Governmeîih, led by Mr.
Draper, recommîîeîîded and passed a measure granlîng £40,-
o6o for compcîîsating tlie loyalists ini tic Provinîce of Onta-
rio. Tiiere w'as also £î_,o,ooo afterîvards voted by tlie sainie
Govenîemît for comîîpemsating the loyalists ini the Province of
Q ucbec, which was uiot considercd sufficient by tlie people of
Lower Canada. Thle Ihien Draper Governnîemit was deféalcd
and the Reformi Government, fornîcd by Baldwin and Lefon-
taine, voled £, ioo,ooo 10 conipensate losses of that rebellion
in Lowver Canada. A gain in i8713, uriîîg the administration
of the Honourable Oliver Mowat, (mow Sir Oliver) a com-
mitce was appointeci ho investigate the claiîîîs of the fainily
of Robert Baldlwin for losses sustaincd during Ithe sainie rebel-
lion, the pavniemit of whilîihwas reconîended. Oui March
22nd Attorney-Gencral Mowat dciv'ered ho the Speaker a
message fromîîI lis 1Elxcellcîîcy Lieuiteniait-G;ovenuior Howland,
wbiclî was ivad to the House. (Journals, Legislative As-
seîîîbly, 1873, P. 309-10) traîismitting hie estiniates for that
ycar, and ini tie supplementary esimiates is found îlîîs ileni

ii5-rust2Cs for M rs. Baldwvin and fanmily ini full of claini
of laIe Coloniel B3aldwin 011 late Proviuîce of Upper Canada,
$4, 000-."

''This anîouît ilite Governmictt of Onîtario 1îaid. X'ou wvilI
also fiuid on theie 1911March, 1874, the Homourable Attorney-
Genenal Mlowat cheivered to NMr. Speaker a message froin
His Exccllemicy Lieuteuîant-Governor Crawford trauîsmittiîg
the esimahes for huaI year, and ini the supplenieuîary esîl-
mates is found this itemi

16-johnîî Montroiery. conîpenisahion for claini against
the Provinîce of Upper Canada, $3,000. (Journals, Legisia-
tive Assembly, 1874, P. 2-2.)

''1If Ibese were mol withimî the jurisdiction of tlie Prov-ince of
Onhario, Mir. MNoîvat slould mollhave paid tliem, andc he lias
therefore violated bis truIst to the peOle by paying $7,0oo
wvlich he lîad no autlîority to pay. This is thie case cited by
Mr. Blake as a precedemîl, showinig thalt te Provincial Gov-
ernments are thie parties wlio should pay the comîpensation
ho tlie veteramîs of the rehellion Of 18137-8. The veheramis
bave claimed thaI the were pronîiised land amîd nioney. TIhîis
being tlîe case, the omly lanîds thaI vere imithie possession of
the Governmîî'imts of Iliat day wvere thlIanîds iin Ontario and
Q uebec. 'l'lie lanids thal the veherans îbeniselves say wr
promised themîi have heen anîd are iow the properhy of the
Provinîcial Goverinmemîts. 1 comsider tlîat thîcy are really tic
parties wvIo should compensatc the veterans for their services
in quellimig the rebelliomi, wlîicli arosc solely wîîbin the limiits
of these Provinîces.

"In 1885, in tlie Legislal ive Assenibly of Ontîario, Mn.

Broder moved, seconded by Mr. Gray, that some suitable re-
cognition should be made to the veterans of 1837-8 residinlg
in i -. Province of Ontario. To tbis Mr. Mowat moved an
amendment, expressing that lie recognized the loyalty and
services of the volunteers Of 1837-8, wlio responded to the
cail then made upon them by the lawftilly constituted auitho-
rities, but at the same trne heexpresscd bis recognition of
the services of the rebels of that day. Attorney-General
Mowat's amendmenî vas carried by 36 to 32. The repre-
sentative for Glengarry, 1 regret to say, voted against corn-
pensatioli being given to the good, true and loyal volunteers,
îîot a few of wvhorn were natives of and residents in Glen-
garry. The question again came up ini 1892, when il vas
moved by Mr. Willoughby (as will be seen by extract andi
resolution printed herewvith) that the Goverinent shoulci
make some suitable recognition to the voluintcers of '37-8.
This motion wvas strongly opposed by the Governrnent, andi
Provincial Secretary Gibson nîoved in aamendmienît that owv-
ing to existing circunstances the veterans could niot cal
for any further consideration from that bouse. Then Mr.
Rayside moved anl amendmient to the anîendrnent. He de-
sired to add these words: "And this viewv is illustrated by
the consideration that the Dominionî Parliamlent took cog-
nuzance of the dlaim-is of the veterans of 1812." The latter
carried, the vote bcinlg 41 to 2o. As will be seen from this,
Mr. Rayside succceded ini depriving the veterans of ail chance
of geîîing anytbing frorn the Local Leiltie Then Mr.
Woods movcd that the following wvords be added as anl
amlendrnent to thîe main motion as amended, IlBut wbether
by this Legislature or by the Parliamient of Canada, this
House is of opinion that the recognition shouild at ail events
be macle." This meant that the services of thlese brave men
should be recognizeci by either the Federal or Provincial Plar-
iameîît. But the Govcrniment also voted dowvn ibis anîend-

ment, thus declaring themselves as beîng altogether opposed
to the veterans recciving any compensation from any source.

''lt will not be necessary for nie to acld anylhing to what is
already set forth in the miemorials, andl in the short addrcsses
whichi 1 celivered when the committee placed the matter
before the Giovernor-Genieral of Caniada andi the Governor-
(jeneral-in-Countcil. finîakin- ibis application for such re-
cognition, %ve rested our case Ùîpoîî the fact that it Nwas owing
10 the services of Canada's sons at that limne ini repelling the
imvaclers from hcer soif that the bionour and integrity of the
British Empire in North America bias been prescrved to us.

"Thus it wilI bc scen that it was on these grouinds aloîîe I
could appeal to the Governor-General for recognition from
1-er Majesty's Imperia] authorities, andl Ihal 1 could îîot ap-
peal 10 hhîî on the grounids of anl,% inîerîîal disordier, or any
rebellion of a local character-claimis arising, out of wvhich
sbould be cleait witb by thie Provincial athorities affected
thereby. 1 have also nmade anl appeal to thc Dominion Gov'-
ernnîient on the sainie grouîîds, nlamely, that thie vet.erails of
those days hazd rcpelled foreigtî invaders, and the probability
is that buit for their efforts wc migbît have been absorbed in
the republic of the United States.

"lIn regard to thie questions asked in thie House of Coni-
nions on the 9 îh ïMay, 1887, regardin thie pensions and
granting of scrip ho veterans wvIo, had sèrved inî 1837-8-9, as
wvas donc in the cases of the velerans Of 18 12, and those vol-
unteers who haci served ini the North-West Rebelion, it will
be observed Ihat thiere is a very great cifference between tlhe
later cases and the Rebellion Of 1837. It was quite proper
that the Federal Governnlt Momie should have dealt witlî
the dlaims arising out of the Wiar of 1812 and the North-
west Rebellion. The War of 1812 wvas betwcen the United
States and Briîishi North America, in wvbich the wvhole British
Emîpire, as wvelI as Canada, wvas conccrtied. The Northî-
WVest wvas governecl by the Dominion Governîiiietl, who
owned the lands and herritories Ilierein, and tlieir Mý,ounted
Police, whio were there for th,ý pre-zervatiomi of' the peace, and
thie maintenance of lawv ancd order in their différent military
posts, werc altacked and shot at,, murdcred and slaughîtered
hy the rebels. Thîis wvas also a niatter ini wlicb Itie Dominion
as a wlhole wvas inîcresîcd frnm every staîîdpoinît ; anîd as
owvners of tlhe property anci land in thhose sections of the
co'mnitry wvhere the rebellioti took place, have paid compensa-
tion to thecir soldiiers in land and scrip. Simiilar compensa-
tion or recognition shoild bave bei grantcd by tbe Govermi-
ments of the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, for the ser-
vices rendered ho theni by the Volunteers of 1837-8.

'I have always maintained, anîd will ever maithain, that the


