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hood, away doi ng f'or theinselves, and thien.there wcre joyfi IL om1-e-

comings at Christmas times. hdmridadbe
Then there camne the time when Edithha mare acibn

taken. to lier own borne in the big city four hundred milies

away. John, too, soon afterxvards-the first break ini Christllnas

home-coming. Will and David lied corne only once sice that, but

it was so unlikelte 01(1 hoine-comings. Then tue miother had clied

suddenly, and they lbad not been home for five years now.

IRousing Iiiiseif froin bis reverie, hoe got rnp aud stood at the

side of the table, lookiiîg out of the window into the night. Stand-

ing with bis face close to the window, he corild sec the snow f alling

gently, great large flakes of feathery dowiî, aL short streteh of road-

way, and the villalge eobbler's cottage beyoud in its l icl garden

enelosutre. [t xvaS now ue. Sîiffdeity tlie ligbit weitt out in a

sinail window iii the cottage. The v illage sbocîuaker and his

farnily hiad retired for the niglit.

lIe heard the soîînd of the inerry jingle of sicigli bells eoming

ni) the roaci froin die dirction of the, lower end of the, village. Ilis

heart almost stood stili as lie tuirned bis eyes down that way. A

fond longing w'as in bis bosoin. A slcigli load of~ happy yoîrng

people dashed iinto bis range of vision and sped by on its way to a

sUrprise party, ail wvavin tlieir bands at Limr and shontiig,

_Mcrry Christmas, lDoc !

le xvaved his band back to tliein as tlîey dartcd out of sigltt.

Well, I guess l'Il fix up the fixe and g o away to bcd mryseif,"

le sighed, " but 1 do xvîsh oite of the b)oys linn corne Iroime."

Ifle tiirned and bis ove caitglit the letter lying open on) the table.

Ifle piit dowui bis pipe, took out bis spectacles, replaced the case in

the uipper rigbit band pocket of lus \vaistcoit, drew ont bis biand-

kereltief aind %vil)e,(l ltotli lenises, adjlute(l theni to luis eyes, took 11p

t1(, lot ter anîd 1)('gl.11 Io iead i t ais lie lia4 on biue fore a biaif (lozen

tillies t1lit everuingo, aftlr getting it froint fei post office iii the

a fternoon, mlien tie st nt,ýe itrouglit tleic ail in froni thle neiglîbor-

in- town twelve miles (listant.

It was fromu bis (langiter F>lith, warntily pressing lim to corne

anid ;penud tbe, (liristuias liol idys witli tuein, as lier luuîsbŽtnd

cofld not bcave bis business on aceouint of bis clcrks going away

for tbe htolidays. lBut the letter writ ten a week before lîad been

delayed in transmission, probably owing to the heavy Christmais

mails. Ile rniglît bave gone, but it was too late ruow. Tee~ol

be no train, and even if tliere had been le worild bave been loth to

ask any one to drive hlim to the stage town on Ch11rist inas eve.


