VOLUME TWO.

HlST{)RlCAl. SCENE

We quote. below a descrrptron ol‘ Charles’ s entry into the com-

‘ mons’ hall to claim thence- Holhs, Hazlerlg, Pym, Strode, and

' Hampden. He had already demanded them in the morning. of
the same day but the. commons ‘avoided the _question by an ad-
. Journment. “The’ followmg descnptron of his subsequent attempt
‘we give in the anthor’s, words-—somewhat verbose and laboured
it rs ‘true, yet brmamw to the ‘mind’s eye very l'orctbly ascene,

upon whlch asa prvot turned the hbertres ol'Ennland = S

o

iy The mterval passed speedtly away, consumed in wise end

l‘soemly preparanon. Notice | was despatched t0 the lord mayor i

“..and corporation of the threatened danger 30 the crtrzens were alf
‘ \admomshed to stand. upon” their guard ;- und members werg sent
,;down o the Temple:and the Inns of. Court to warn  the- students
. that the bouse was ‘well aware how they had been’ ‘already tam-
.pered wnth ; and to command they should not come, onany plea,
10 Westminster ; and- ere the" time appomted the ‘house was
crowded. Edgar was in his place : among the first ; and as he
saw the five.obnoxious members calmly resume their seats, as
though no peril threatened them, a mingled sentiment of admira-
tion and regret thrilled to his heart at the idea that, if indeed the
king, with his wild, dissolute attendants, should forcibly attempt
to -seize. them they surely would resist, and but too probably be
slaughtered on the very spot which lhey had made to riag so of-
ten with their proud, patriotic eloquence. Ashe thus thought, a
new’ impression' shot with the ‘speed of light into his mind—¢ If
_they be -absent—if thcy be -absent: when he come——the fearful
' ‘consequences,may be perchance averted whrch otherwtse must

flt ai tumult, fall oflt « Isdcond zt 2 crred Cromfwe‘ , -starl
" to his- feef— < T second th ‘most honourablo member:s mot
Let them withdraw them stroluhtwuy to the crty until tlns tvran-
ny be. overpast " Without ‘a smgle voice or vote drssentrent
the questlon then was carried ; and the house gave permission
that they mloht retire ; and,. at. sohcrtatlon from their friends,
they instantly departed. Scarcely had the hurry and confusron
consequent on their withdrawal ceased, ere a dulil, tramplmn
noise was heard without, as ofa powerfal band of men ;'a word to
halt was given, and fora while the sound was hushed, the mem-
bers sitting stern and silent in their places, disdaining to ‘ghow any
sign erther of wrath or terror. Again the sounds were heard
ascendmw the wreat stalrcase ; and now the clink ol' steel, ‘a5 the
hroad blades, of partisan or halberd clashed toccther —and now a
: ehout ¢ Fall on! fall'on!™ ‘mixed with the shuﬁhnw tramp,_ l'feet
the' _]mn'hng ‘of scabbards, and all:the bustle thnt uccom ames a2
sudden and drsordered march Nearer ‘and nearer cam thy tu
mult—the lobby was already ﬁlled to Judae from the - ‘increasing
» clatter ‘with armed’ mtrude:s i und uow the dln ol‘ wrounded'arms
. Tang andrbly upon the ears “of the'’ undaunted counsellors. Then
for the first time was a show of passion mamfested among ‘the
- younger gentlemen—a dozen, at the least, nmpetuously ‘started
to their feet, and nota few grasped, with an energy that. proved
how fearlessly they would have used them, the hilts ol"f" be long
rapiers which all of gentle - birth at ‘that "time carried. A single
word, however, from the speaker of the house—a smr'le cry of
order, sufficed to bring them peacefully into their places. But
there they sat, with eyes that acteally lightened with strono' de"-
nation, and with that fiery aspect of the gladiator, which’ *marked
how rapturously they would have plunged into the fiercest con-
flict. At this instant wasthe door thrown open, and a mhssenuer
sentin, who reverentlally enough informed the house “that “the
king was at the door, and that the speaker was commanded to sit
still, wrth the mace lymw on the board before lum Strl 'not one

' retlred bel'ore anght new drsturhed the srlence that prevulle un=f|wi
broken beneath the vaulted roof-—n ‘minute l'rou«rht with: the,thronu- 1i

od sensatrons of uunumbered years—u mmute thut seemed; _onger
than a life to every patnot seated there, as gravely steadfust as
those senators of early Rome, who waited intheir robes: ol'dlgmty
and on thelr curule charrs, the moment wheu the: Gallie horde

Stualt-advanced 1 Those who stood nearest to hrs person mtght.
have seen 2 momental Y- pause—u brlef 1nvolunturv hesttatmn—a
reluctance hardly, perhaps, cl\nowledn'ed to himself," to.-‘crosg

short was the pause, so small the effort it requrred to conquer, tht
reluctance, that it would seem indeed us 1f—accord1nw to the
classic proverb—destmed olready to destruction, he were deserted
by bis sanity of intellect, Perhaps he had expected- fear—ab_]ect
and | tame submrssron—hml supposed thut he should' stride in tri:
umph, unopposed ‘and sued to on the bended knee, :through: that
mavmﬁcent assemhlaue ! ‘Perhaps he. had expected anger, mdrﬂ‘a‘
natlon and deﬁance v But now, as.:he looked up those lme

tnll undtpowerful man armed i somewhat morez han commonly,
witha long military: sword aud heavy poniard at'his bel “had: fol-
lowed clese upon his moster s footsteps, until he ulso stood upoo
the threshold ; he crossed it not, however, butstood: there, lean-
ing with his whole weight against the door, which- opened aut.
wardly, so thatit would have been nnposstblc for any from within |
the house to close it—his’ rluht hard resting, as if carelessly, upon
the pommel of hrstwur-_s,\vord and his left twitling, with a tresture
of unbridled insolence, his. long mustaches—while many. a fierce, |||
licentious countenance might be seen glaring from behiad him on
the conservators of their country s freedom with a wild and: woll- |
ish" aspect of malrgnanthatred The kmg nhimself;. attired ag
usudl ina plain garb of sable. velvet, woaring. no weapon- but -an
ordinary walking sword and carrying in his right hand mtogether

i with his staff, the darlr-plumed beaver which he had doffed on enter-|lac

ing,: stalked coolly up the house—the palsgrive: l'ollowmg slowly,
and ‘ag it seemed, wrth a’ half timid and " reluctant step.. - Still-all
was srlence---srlence so profound that, save the.heavy footsteps
of the monarch, not asound could be perceived—unless it were
when from without some weapon-clang was- heard, or some tude||)
threat or grisly imprecation was muttered.in the ante-chamber
by the desperate attendants of a "Lunsford or & Digby. The: face.
of Charles, grave. and even sorrowful by nature, was somet‘nng
puler than its wont ; ,but.wrththat sort of paleness which conveys
no thoug'ht of cowardice or trembling, bat of resolve immoveuble ||
and icy. His mouth.was firmly closed, but'not compressed, nor
showing aught of effort. His eye calm,- searching, cold—but
keen and hard as iron. His nostril anly of his features gave token
of emotion, or of 1any l'eehug ‘hotter than determination; for it
was drlated wrde, and shghtly quwermg' Yet . was :his -hand
steady as the columns. which. npheld the roof above hini, - and- his
stride, now that he slood among his, hea-es—however it had ‘been
1rregalar and hasty ere he entered—was meesured long and
qual ; S : Ve

Lbe As he advanced alonv the ﬂoor, he turued hre head l‘rom
srde to srde,, perusmg, wrth dehberate)aud ustendyfgluuce, the

o when he now
_lnm o Each as

should pour ont on therr ?'whtte, unshnnlrmg heads the cups -ofl,

what was to be the Rubrcon of oll his’ future fortunes:; s but 80,

i

averted
from ohjects nutnrally hutel’ul or- unseemly
the. face of Cromwellwas as’ trunqurl 28 :' oV
his’ great future» r)vul Wi
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