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TgiE WEIGHT OFr ARGU2NINT.-Althotngh
Sir Chas. Tupper bas been prevented b>' ilI-
ness (rom taking any actual part in the grcat
Reciprocit>' debate, lie bas given no intima-
t!on of bis dissent from the ainendmrent t0 Sir
Richard Cartwright's resolution, in wbich the
Goverument deciares against Reciprocir>'
with the United Statea excepi upon thec im-

7 possible ternis of rctainin ".Protection" t0
Canadian manufactures. It is fair, therciore,
to put the M laisser o! Finance forward as the
represcrntative of Restriction, as ho is un-
qucstionably the greatest figure in the Cabi-

unet. At ibis writing thedbt is stili going
on, and some ale speaker ar yet 10 bie
huard on both sides. It is not likel>', hosv.

- ever, that anything realiy new wiil be con-
trihuted te the discussion. The case has bean abi>' argued pro and
con, and oea> uven now go '0 the jury. Let us sum up the chiel

r oints vcry briefly. The !riends of Reciprîîcity hr've sbown cileal>
s) That, <rom whatever cause, Csnada bas suffer ed a seriosa bas

of bier population, ansd is nowv in a far fromt satisfactory position
financiailly. (2) Thug, these unfortunate facts cannot bc accounted
for on the ground of aaythiag essentiall>' wanting in the climate,
soil, or situation of our country, or in the character of our people;
but are the demonstrabie ellects of out fiscal polie>'. (3) That that
po!icy (Protection> benefits the few et the expCfl5C of the inan>', and
is in the st degree cruel and unjust t0 ie great producing classes
upon syhicli the prosperit>' of the land chie[l>y dupuads. (4) That
it is the first dut>' of Catiadian statusmen ta be loyal to Canada ;
that is, te the intereats o! the vast mass of ont population. (5)
That Unreatrictud Reciprocit>' with the United States wouid flot
cal ylbe a great boort t0 Canada -materiall>', but would subserve the
big est political interests o! Great Britain, in helping tu cernent the

good, feeling existing between the English-spcaking nations ; it
... Ild also, unquestionab>', prove t0 be in the interests of Britiih
trade, b>' increasing the purchasing powver of the people of both
Canada and the UJnited States, who want British goods. In relily
t0 these and many other considerations which have been ssipportcd
b>' facts, figures and authoritative documents, what have we hadl?
(i) That our infant industries must be nourished. (2) That it
would bc disloyal for us te seek Unrcstricted Reciprocit>' with a
foreign.coufltry. (3) That we can't get it, anyway, so there is no
use trying. (4) That if our population is dimiishing it is nlot
becaiuse of a market artificiall>' restricied, but because the newly-
arrived emgigrants are driven away by aiarmist speeches of the Op
position. (5) That the prospcrsty of the mass of the people
depends on the prospcrity of the factories, and flot vire verça ;
therefore the interests of a few manufacturers are of more impor-
tance than those of man>' farmers, lumbermen, fishermen and cattie
dealers. B3ut let evcry one of our readers peruse the debate on boîh
sides fromn beginning te end-it is weiI worth while te mark the
utter wealsness of the] ablest nmen of the Government t0
meet the stubborn facts prcsented in favor of Continental Fec
Trade.

CONrNIACTING CArACITIEs.-Sir John can n0 doubt sympathize
wvith thc Lord Chancellor in Ilajnthe, who points out the inconve-
nience of being "«a man of two capacities," when these are conflict-
ing. His Lordship of the comgic opera found lîimseif in a delicate
situation in a matter of the heart. iIlaving fallen in love with a
Ward in Chancery, it became necessary that, as a suitor, hie should
ge't the consent of the Lord Chancellor, snd hie feit a naturai diffi-

dence in approaching himself on the subject. The scene in the
I-louse at Ottawa ilhe other day, when Sir John, as member for
Kingston, presented a strorig petition from the grocers of that cii>'
ngaiast the wholesale groccra' mnonopol>', of which Sir John is, b>'
virtue of the tariff, the officiai pbotector, wss almost as ludicrous
and quite as cmbarrassing. It is not stated, however, that the
Premier gave an>' token of appreoiating the humor of the cvent.

T HE "Third Party " was ushered into existence
at Shaftesbury Hall on WVednesday of Iast week.

The Provisional Çommittee of midwives saw fit to admit
only those delegates who would sign their naines to the
platform of nine principles-the samne flot 10 be open to
discussion for the present-and this gave rise 10 a meet-
ing of Dissidents, at which a resolution condemning the
course of the managers was passed. No doubt a satis-
factory understanding wiIl be arrived at in due course,
but meantirne the scoffers are enjoying their bon iû
that the Prohibition Party was born twins.

T HER~Eare two or three planks Mr. GRip would like
to eeadedto, the platform of teNew Party when

it cornes 10 be thoroughly ventilated in the more or less
remote future. One of these is Continental Free Trade.
Restriction, repression, utter prohibition-this is sound
policy toward one line of business-that of drink and
drunkard-rnaking. But every honest and legitîmate in-
dustry should be given freedomn and encouragement.
If we cannet yet have free trade with the whole world-
which will corne with the advance of civilization-let us
at least abolish the barbarisrn of a continental tariff, which
is flot merely silly but unchristian.

AND, because it is the part of conmmnsense and
front the path of commerce, we go in for anothtr plank,
to, wit : the abolition of taxation on individual industry.
The present system of collecting taxes is unjust, cumbser-
sorne and expensive ; in some of ils departments it offers
a premiumn on lying, and as a whole it is in the interests
of monopoly. The new party sbould declare for local
option in the matter. of taxation, giving each niunicipaliîy
the right 10 say from what source it will collect its.
necessary revenue.


