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the custom of the Church of England and of the
earliest antiquity” : and will he attack the pre-
sent Poet Liaureate of England as aChurchman,
a Protestant or a man (or your CHURCH (GUAER-
piaN, Mr. Editor if you venture to print it),
because he closes his Ode to the Duke of Wel-
lingtun’s memory with these “fearlessly’” writ-
ten masculine lines.

“Buat spealk no moro of his renown,

Lay your earthly fancies down,

And in the vast Cathedral leave him,

God accept him—Christ receive him.”

Yours, ““CaRITAS.”

Sie.—T am very sorry that Mr, Garrett’s fino
feelings should be so easily hurt by the senti-
ment expressed in the couplet of lines that
have, at times, been appended to death notices
in your paper. Bat, while he has my sym-
pathy in his grief, I am astonished to find him,
if he iv a priest in the English Catholic Church,
asserting that prayer for the dead *is a Romish
thing.” ‘No conscientious priest of the above
Church would, I am sure, teach his peoplo any-
thing that is purely Romish; but, on tho other
hand, as a member of that Church, which hus
been from the beginning, it is his duty to incul-
cate the whole truth. What is commonly known
ag the “Vincentian Canon,” viz “Within the
Catholic Church itse.f we must take great care
that we hold that which has been believed every-
where, always and by all men,” ought to be the
guide for each priest in his parish work. In
the vast men have shrunk, from some cause or
other, frem putting such truths as the one in
question, before their people, but, thank God,
times have changed and ure changing. In our
disputes with Rome, the holding cf thoe Catho-
lic doetrine of prayers for the dead, places usin
a stronger position. To reject it is only to play
into their hands and deny our Catholicity. If
our claim that our Church,as she is now consti-
toted, is the Church of the early ages, only
purged from the crrors and abuses that had
grown up around ber during the middle ages,
then it is our bounden duty to teach unhesitat-
ingly, “‘quod semper, quod ubique, guod ab om-
nibus creditum, est.” While I do not affirm
that onr branch of tho Catholic Church does
anywhere hold the doctrino of prayers for the
dead as necessary to be reccived of all mon, yet
I maintain that she teaches it. In the first
thanksgiving prayoer in the Post Communion we
pray for the dead, when we beseech God *“to
grant that . . . we and all thy whole Church
mayobtain remission of our sins.” Comment-
ing on this, Bishop Cosin says, “By all the
whole Church is to be understood as well those
that have been heretofore, and those that shall
be hereafter, as those that are now the present
members of it.

Again in the 1st. Collect in the Burial Ser-
vice we pray for the dead‘beseeching thee, that
‘¢ it may please thee of thy gracious goodness,
“ gshortly to accomplish the number of thine
“eclect; that we with all those who are depart-
‘“ edin the true faith of thy holy name may have
“ our perfect consummation and bliss, both in
* body and soul in thy eternal and everlasting
“ Kingdom.” In support of the pious and Cath-
olic practice of praying for the dead, we have
the witness of Holy Scriptur e, the early Fathers
and the primitive Liturgies.

Moreoyer we have the concurrent testimony
of many eminentdivines afier the Reformation,
such as Bishop Cosin, Bariow,Thorndike, Kerr,
Teremy Taylor, Forbes, Bull and Heber, and
Saintly I{eble of this century. .In 1838 was
tried the case of Breeks and Woolfrey before
the Arches Court, the charge being that the
passage from the Book of Maccabees. ** It is an
holy and wholesome thought to pray for the
dead,” which had been placed on a iombstone
was ‘“‘contrary to the Articles, Canons and Con-
stitutions as to the doctrine and usage of the
Church of England.”

Sir Herbert Jenner Fusts' decision was as
follows :—~*I am of the opinion that the offence

imputed by the articles has not been sustained ;
that no authority or canon has been pointed out
by which the practice of praying for the dead
has been expressly prohibited ; and I am accord-
ingly of opinion, that if the articles were prov-
ed the facts would not subject the party to
ecclesiastical consure.” Now I ask, will M.
Gurrott in the face of such testimony as the
above deny the Catholicity of tho practice of
praying for tho dend and reject it in toto merely
from the fret that in the Church’sservices there
is not such a clear recognition of the principie
ag existed in the pre-Reformatior services? I
hope not, Mr. Garvrett’s grievanco arises, 1
think, from the fact that ho has not yet boeen
able to distingnish betwecen the Roman Catholie
and tho Cuthelic doctrine of prayers for the
dead ; and I would strongly advise him to deive
deeply into the subject with an umbiassed inind
before he again zccuses any one, at least on
this subject, of an “unbecoming tendency to
Romish error or weakness.” It is as you say
in your editorial note “easy to charge Romish
theories, but hard to prove the chargo,”" and
Iimagine that Mr, Garrett will find it difficult
to do so in this case.

Lest I should mect with tho castigation that
has been moted out to “Cleric”for tuking a nom
de plume 1 append my name.

T. FrRASER DRAPER,

Lourssourg, C. B, Parish Priest.

June 11th 1887
[We very much regret that this lotter wag
misplaced and overlooked lust week.—Ep. ]

Sir,—Your Quebec correspondent has far-
nished you with another item concerning
Trinity Church. I have no objection to have
the doings of my church duly chronicled in
your paper, but L must beg your correspondent
to be more accurate.

In your last issue, the following words are
used with reforence to the Trinity Church
bazaar held on the 16th inst., in the Y.M.CLA.
rooms:—“The proceeds are to boe dovoted to
the debt on the Church building which is mort-
gaged for some $6,000 or $3,000.”

Now, I will not supposo that your corres-
pondent is aiming to injure Trinity Church,
but such an maccurate statement as the fore-
going is certainly not calculided to impress
people with the idea that that Church is in a
prosperous condition. On the contrary, the
words imply that the Trinity Church congre-
gation had beecame so embarrassed financially
that they were forced to morigage the Church
building.

The facts are these. Some five years ago,
the Congregation determined to purchase the
building they had hitherto only rented. The
price was $3,000, and a given time was al-
lowed for its payment. Of that amount $4,000
has already been paid, and the remainder $4,-
000 is not yet due.

This I tuke it, Sir, is something differont
from a “mortgago of somo $6,000 or $8,000."

As this is not the first time I have written
to correct n misrepresentation of Trinity
Church aftairs in the columns of the CaurcH
GUARDIAN, 1 trust that your correspondent
when preparing to send you Trinity Church
items, will take a little more pains to find out
the actual facts. I remain, yours truly,

ALFRED BAREWAM,
Rector of Trinity Church,
Quebee, Jane 25th, 1887.

ON DIVINITY DEGREES.

Sir,—Your correspondcnt “Fair Play” makes
a weak defence for Divinity degrees and will
find very few real graduates in the old scnse
of the term to agree with him.

The College has the right to confer the hood
on anybody, but when that right is abused,
the abolition of the chartered privilege and
even of the institution is not far off.

“Fair Play’s" definition of a graduate is a!

new one, and will not pass current outside tho
walls of divinity degree conferring Colleges.

He says, “A graduate is & porson who has & -
degree counferred upon him.” Asone of the
Alumni of Kings, I know that the majority of
that body differ from him and they have on
their side the best authorities of leading uni-
versities, :

_An honorary degree conferred by a univer-
sity, or an ad eundum dogree does not dub the
recipiont a graduato of the institution; and a
divinity degree, given simply for examination
in divinity can nover place a man on the same
plane as the student who has graduated in the
wide range of mathematics, modorn language,
&o.- Roal graduates look upon all such degrees
a8 an usurpation of vestod rights, and ave fuirly
startled when the position of “graduate” is as-
sumed to be a part of irregular degroes.

My desiro was to attack no College, but
simply to call attention to the fact that & canon
of tho Church prohibited under pain of sus-
ponsion the wearing of sillc hoods in Church
by any except graduates of Universitios, and
I contend that this eanon is boing constantly
violated, and ulso that no rights chartered or
unchartered can override that eanon of the
Church.

Tho captious remark that “so long as & man
has tho requisite knowledgo, it matters not
whoere he obtained it,” will go farther than
“Fair Play " will admit, since it is a notorious
fact that many times in the Bishop’s examina-
tion the literates have beaten the graduate div-
inity honour men; and consequently, accord-
ing to ““ Fair Play's " idoa, have a better right,
ag far as tho “ proof of the pudding” is con-
corned, to woar a hood than their less litorate
graduate brothers,

But the Canon of the Church forbids.

Exgrisamax,

CALIFORNIA.

Tho Rev. W. R. Tayler, well known in the
Canadian Chureh, and formerly a contributor
to the columns of the CiuroE GUARDIAN, is
engaged in building, at Rivorside, Culifornia,
ono of the largest aud handsomest Churches in
that Convocation.

“I LIKE your papoer better every week. It is
ropresentative in the bost sonse without being
colorless and timidly non-cormmitial. Firm
and uncompromising in its advocacy of Prayer
Book principles and Catholic truth, it always
‘makes for peace and those things which edify.’
I consider it an absolutely safe paper to put
into the hands of our people, for ifs columns
are never disfigured with those unholy and un-
happy controversies which so greviously dis-
turb the minds of Churchmen, and so deplora-
lily retard our progress. Your have my fer-
vont prayers for your success,”

Reap, Mark, Learn, Digest.—The first duty
of every person, who has any religious belief is
to attend the services. Giving for the support
of God's cause is another daty. The respon-
sibility of discharging these duties rest with
cach individual. It will not do for you to 54
that you will not be missed. Every one's ex-
ample is worth something. No man can free
himself from the relations he bears to
at large. Regular attondance at public worship
is the casting of one’s influence on the side of
religion, with all that word implies, Habitual
absence from church is a blow aimed at all that
malces life beautiful and good. Those whe have
not much o give in the way of money caa feel,
that, in always being preseut at the church's
services, they are yielding a support that counts

largely towards the Church’s strength and
growth.—Church and Home, :

Society ~ -



