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the progress of him, who is deter-
Mined to press forward till his jour-
liey shall end in ‘the dark valley
of the shadow of death.

Amidst allthe innumerablebranch-
of knowledge, which solicit the at-
tention of human minds, there can

e none of so much importance, re-
ligion only excepted, as that which
Shall constitute the the subject of
the following lectures—the Healing
Art, For the soul in the diseased
body, like the martyr in his dungeon
May retain its value, but has lost its
Usefulness !

Such is the nature of man, un-
der the strong power of sense and
Sympathy ; influenced by all the
elements around him, and the ener-
gies of thought within him ; wear-
Ing out his immortal covering ; sap-
Ping the foundation of his house of
clay ; while the passions pour a con-
tinual storm upon the wheels of life.
Thus circumstanced, and impelled
forward by the combined actions of
so many agents, to that “bourne
from whence no traveler returns,” it
13 not astonishing if man, although
the soul is superior to the body,
Shold bestow upon the care of the

latter, the principal portion of his"

labors and his life.

Medicine is therefore a study, not
only of curious inquiry, but of deep
luterest, to families and individuals,
Who, after what has been done by
Us professors, ought, in fact, to be
their own physicians. And this
great desideratum Dr. Thomson pro-
fesses to aid and establish, by his
own discoveries.

To promote health of body and
tranquility of mind, the sages of an-
tiquity labored with the most
Severe and incessant toil. They
studied the constitutidn of man, that
they might find out the seat of his

¢ maladies, and the sources of his mis-

ery.

‘To assauge the sorrows of the
of the heart, and lift the load of
melancholy from the desponding
mind ; to.restore to the wounded
spirit its elasticity and vigor ; they
exhaust all the powers of reason.
and all the arguments and arts ot
their divine philosophy. Some-
times they succeeded, but they of-
ten failed. It was from a deep
sense of the inadequacy of their fee-
ble powers to eradicate the disor-
ders of mind, that led them to logk
for divine succor, to that benevolent
Being, who sits upon the circle of
the heavens, and showers his mer-
cies down upon the world. And
this aid was not implqred in vaiu.
The day arrived. The veil of su-
perstition was rent in fragments.—
‘The apostle from the hill of Mars,
led them to the knowledge of their
unknown God. He conducted them
to the infinite sources of wisdom
and consolation, in Him in whom
there is fullness of joy, at whose
right hand are pleasures for ever
more.

In their application to the disease
of the body, the Greeks were more
successful than in their application

-to the mind. And if we may be-

lieve the current testimony of an-
cient writers, they had more power
over their patients, in stemming the
inroads of dissolution, than the mod-
erns have obtained after all the im-

- provements of advancing sciefice.—

1t is certain, they often arrested the
career of death when he appeared
in his most awful and end terrific
forms. Athens was rescued from
the plague by the skill of a single
man ! .

It was in the commencement of
the second year of the Peloponnes-
ian war, that the plague broke out




