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Editorial Notes.

THE Christian World maintains that the re-
sults of school work should be guaged * by the
mental ‘and manual dexterity of the children
rather than by the difficult extraction of tightly-
packed theoretical knowledge,” and that “‘a
school without 3 workshop for boys and a model
kitchen and laundry for girls,” should be as rare
as a white elephant or a black swan.

ACCORDING to the Michigan Moderator, Arbor
Day is a child of Nebraska,just “sweet sixteen.”
“The- first celebration of the day was at the
instance of ex-governor J. Sterling Morton, of
Nebraska, in 1872. On that day 12,000,000
trees were planted in Nebraska.” Ex-govérnot
Morton’s name should go down to posterity with
all the honors due to the originator of a grand
and beneficent idea.

Ve

TeacHERs will read with interest the report in
another colymn of an "excellent lecture on
‘*“Temperance in its Scientific Aspects,” de-
livered by Prof. Bowman in London. The
lecture is the first of a course of five which have
been arranged for in that city. The idea is a
'good one, and could be adopted in many other
places with advantage. Just now when teachers
are introducing the subject of scientific temper-
ance into their schools, the lecture of Prof,
Bowman is particularly appropriate, and will be
found to contain many useful hints.

THE Board of Education of the North-West
Territories, which commenced operations two

| years ago, has just issued, for the first time, its

“Regulations,” in- printed form. The pro-
gramme of studies for the Protestant school
differs somewhat from those of the older Pro-
vinces. Weshall take an early opportunity of
comparing. The arrangement of an entirely

.| new curriculum_ of study for sghools just in pro-

cess of formation affords an admirable  opportu-
nity for a departure from the stereotyped
courses, and the introduction of improvements
which are hard to incorporate in older systems.
No doubt the educational authorities in the
North-West have improved the oppartunity.

IN an article in the April Mineteenth Century,
-Miss Beale, Principal of the Cheltenham Ladies’
College, lays great stress on so learning history:

" | asnot merely to be able to talk about it,but to un-

derstand its meaning in view of the social and
political problenis of our own time. The mas-

tery of epitomes of universal history is  not

A

nearly so useful for this purpose as the selection
of some typical era, such as the Commonwealth,
for a thorough investigation. So in literature,
it is better to master such a work as the “ Areo-
pageitica ™ than to ramble over the whole field.
On geometry Miss Beale .rightly sets value, in
view of its aid to-clearness of thought, in which
women, as a rule, are, Miss Beale thinks, lgment-
ably deficient. o M

“ How can ] preserve order in my class-room,
while going on with my teaching ?” is an ever-
recurring question, especially in the case of
young teachers. One of the best answers. we
have seen in a sentence is, “See to it that each
pupil has. something to do and a motive for do-
ing it.” It will, no doubt, be tound much easier
to furnish the work than to apply the effectual -
motive. In order to do this the character of .
the individual pupil will have to be carefully
studied. The conscientious teacher will aim al-
ways to use the highest and best motives that
can be made available: -The child’s innate love
of knowledge seems to be nature’s own stimulus .
to study, and in the hands of a skilful teacher,
can often be made wonderfully effective.

THE Christian World says that the worst that
has ever been said with regard to the unprac-
tical nature of the education given in the Ion-
don Board Schools,and the total absence of any-
thing in the natuze of manual training for
children whose lives are destined to be spent in
manual employments, has been fully confirmed
in an exhaustive inquiry carried on by a special
committee of the London School Board. Itis -
shown that physical training generally, and the
training of the eye and hand in particular, are
almost entirely neglected, and the mental work
is a mere cramming of the child’s mind with a
mass of undigested facts. There is no relation
between the school work and the facts of life ; no
educatinn of the faculty of accurate wotk, and |
the faculty of dealing with things instead _of
words. ‘“The boys are machines,” is the report -
of one inspector. :

"THE exercise in spelling by “ Jasaw” in our

of the mannerin which a skilful teacher may
depart from stereotyped methods with the ‘best
results. The reason given by the little boy for
liking the new method better, ** Because we
have to think more,” is very suggestive. "It is a
very common but mistaken impression that
school boys and girls do not like having to think.

They do not like dry routine drudgery. - But

“ Methods ” department, is a good illustration’ ~



