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We now presént somd facts i the fourth cen-
tury. Frequent references are made to places
of worship, in the hixtory of the persecution
under D ocleting and Maximian, But before
Constantine, houses of woiship were very
simple, both in their structure and their orna-
ments. They were. called temples, ‘or the
Lord’>s house, or oratories, ¢. e., houscs of
prayer. Somctimes also, the word Basilica
was applied to them. This was first the
‘namse for city halls, used for courts and for
public meceting of all kinds. These halls in
_many instances had been appropriated for
Christian worship,/and the term passed into
use for Christian temples. The term marty-
riuin was also applied to churches after the
. time - of Constantine, when many meeling
houses were built in particular places, in: ho-
* pour of martyrs. A cburch was built at Je-
" rusalem, in < the place-of a skull,” about
.-the 30th year of the reign of Constantine, and
: was called the great martyrium.
© Butif Christians were not allowed lo ay-
semble in churches, by reason ol existing
..persecutions, or any other hindrance, they
. were wont to convene in burying grounds, or,
other places without the walls of cities. In
".the persecution under Valens, the Christians
. of Antioch held their assemblies at the foot
: of the mountains. So the Christians of
Alexandria, in anothér persecution, assembled
for prayer in their burying ground. Constan-
*tine, in the marches of his army, had a large
- -tent made in the form of a temple, which he
. carried about with him as a house of worship.
Sozom., lib. i., c. 8.

After the churches enjoyed the patronage
of Constantine, they were wont to build their
houses of worship both within and without

. the wallsof cilies. They gave them names
.-sometimes from the apostles, sometimes from
- martyrs, and sometimes from some remarkable
“gvent. Here originated a custom which - has
‘since stood connectcd with many superstitions
~ and popish and prelatical ehurches, Con-
—.gtantine built a church at Jerusalem, in honor
‘of the Saviour. And there waz another there
_by the name of Theopania. This, and still
.. ganother at Jerusalem, were built by the. mo-
Xher of-Constantine.  One was built in Beth-
“léhem ~in memory of the Virgin ;-and ane
_“wag built in memory of Christ’s ascension.
At Alexanria there were churches bearing
the name of Dionysius and Theonas. Thero

- wa3 a magnificent one at Constantinople, in
_ Honour'of"Athanasius, Theodosins built ano-
Xher there, Without the city, ahd named it
+from John the, Baptist, There were alko. in
-»+thiat city a'church of Pauly one of the Apos-
_tles, one of Peace, and one -of Wisdom, or
;. Sophia. o
.. Aboutthis time also, 2 new sacredness and

- importance began to atiech to.the dedication
and consecration of temples,  Athanasius re-
"lates that the convérted Jews at Berytus” had
_their gréatest synagogues canverted to Chriit
-- the Saviour, by the minister (Antistes) of that
~place. Anid ‘from that time the-custom -of
* building br consecrating to the Saviour most
"Christian churches. extended “through' the
;world, Tn this work there .seems to have
*Yeen in the Church a: wicked. rivalry ‘with
- hisathénism. For ostentatious ends they often
“huilt'churches far beyond any use’which they
had for them. . e T
.+, The, . geremonies by which, Constantine’s
-church in.Jerusalem was dedicated, are given
~4by Eusebius -and others. - And they-‘had -in
“theni'more, of superstition than would be pro~
;. Btable ta relate.. The dedication.of ¢hurch

“s00p came 10-.be regarded na indispensable
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they had.not been dedicaged, - S
" Thesuperstitious practice ofihaving jltar§
in chugches, had noly bécome upjverdal.—=
‘And“ie babit of speaking of the Lord’s
Supper as a sacrifice, though evidently in a
ligurative sense, wag, veyy common,,  In this
century also, we fild traces of ithe introdde-
tion of imagss into the churches, which was
the origin of Popish idolatry. Julian had
ejected from a church in Cazsarea Philippi,
an image ol Christ, and after his death the
Christians restored it, Images representing
the suflering of martyrs were alse erected in
churehes.

LEusebius, in his Life of Constantine,shows
that wax candles and lamps’ were sometimes
burnt in places of public worship. Pruden-
tius says, that throughout all the oriental
churches, candles were burnt, though the sun
was shinihg, and not because of any darkness,
but to express their joy. This superstitious
custom seems to have originated in the neces-
sities of preceding ages, when Christians
were compelled to hold their meetings by
night, and to use candles of course. The
custom established thus by necessity was.af-
terwards preserved by superstition.  Another
circumstance perbaps contributed to introduce
jt. The custom was very prevalent in ‘the
oriental churches of holding assemblies be-
fore light in the morning. . Here would be
another occasion for lighting candles. - After
the practice of dedicating churches came in,
the cerémony was olten performed at mid-
night. In mauy places churches were kept
open every day and all. day, forany 10 come
and receive Christian instruction.

The exercises of public worship in this
century embraced those of prayer, singing of
psalms, partaking of sacraments, and- giving
of thanks. The worship began by singing,
then followed a prayer, then the as.embly
rose and heard the sermon while standing,
on the ground that it was not proper to hear
the word of God in an, easy and slothfil
position. As to the origin of Christian psal-
mody, Theodoret suggests that Ilavianus and
Diodorus began the practice of singing the
Psalms of David, al the tombs of the martyrsy
and in the churchez. And thence the custom
spread through the world. But it is‘evident
from Paul’s epistles, that the custom existed,
in his day. Aod Theodoret “‘says that
Ephrem, a minister of -the church at Edessa,
took sone tunesthat had been used forimpious
purposes, and set to them the words of sacred
songs. “And Ephrem says, we honalr oiir
festivities with psalms and: hymne, and - spiri-
tual songs. In sensons of some signal re-
joicing, they: had entertainments, connected
with singing and dancing, both in the churth
and by the tombs of the martyrs. }

It appears from Basil, that 1be usual length
of a sermon was:one hour. The subject of
the sermon_was often- taken from the-psalm
that was sung. Tn the church at Alexandiib
pealms were sometimes ,read to ,the peaple,
and prayers:.offered afterwards: - Sermona,
were preached inthe vulgar tongue, and in
the mest simple manner, and withont theléast
aftectation . of elegance. And affer the ser<
mon the hearers.revited 2 prayer. A canon
of the third council:-of Carthage shows that
none hesides ‘the ‘cationical scriptures were
permitted to, be .read” in.the church at .this
time. - - The history of . martyrs might bie read
at:their festivalaw: - - - e
. "But perhaps_we have extended 'this akétch
as far.as it is.profitable, Though it iz well.on
wany - accounts to know the facts, touching
the practice of tlie primitive church, wé are

sffar from eittng the examyle of primitive

Christan

s as a.rule of duty for vs, Those

nd Chiristians would not worship ﬁf tbéin, iw_ read the fat:ljprs“ very quis::
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practios afe found' toi have heen’in yopye
argiong theis. -~ Milton wellcharacierizes this
kind“of™ patfistical” reading,” whei he nays—
¢ Whatsoever time, or the heedless hand of
blind chance, hath drawn down from of al4
to this present, in her huge drag-net, whether
fish or sea weed, shells or shrube, unpicked,
unchosen, “those "are the fatheis” But he
well characterizes and commends a judicions
usc of the fathers, as follows—< He thyt
thinks it the part of a well-learned man 1
have read diligently the ancient stories of the
Church, and to be no stranger in the volumeg
of the fathers, sball have all judicious men
consenting with him ; not hereby to controy]
and new-fangle the Scriptures, God forbid!
but to mark how cerruption and apostacy
crept in by degrees, and to gather up wherever
we find the remaining sparke ‘of original
truth, wherewith to stop the mouths of our
adversaries, and to bridle them with their own
curb, who willingly pass by that which is
orthodoxal in them, and .studiously cull out
that which is commentitious, and best for
their turns, not weighing the fathers in the
balance of Scripture, but Scripture in tho
balance of the fathers.” Our times require
that ' we -should'study the fathers for the pur-
poses so well pointed outin this passage ; and
while we ahjure their authority, an acquain-
tance with them will arm us the better for the
conflict to which Providence.is evidéntly cal
ling us.—N. E. Purilan. =

SELF-CULTIVATION.
THE PROCESS.

1. Continually add to your stock of know-
ledge. - o

{tis good and wholeseme to make sure of
any great fact in philosophy, history, me-
rals, or religion, and then trace the relations
which connect it with others. As the fields
of inquiry spread before us are boundless, we
may advance, perpetually adding important
‘acquisitions. A dotermination to know what
is to be known, and to'add ‘sométhing con-
tinnally to what is already dttained, will be an
element and a pledge of coustant iniprove-
ment,

‘2. Let no day pass with
tainment. ” L

In thisl write to all alike, both to thase who
have many advantages, and to'those who have
but few ; to such as have considerable leisare,
and to'such as are pressed’ hard ‘with ‘thé ne.
cessity of labour ; to all equally 1 say, make
as much progress.in the acquisition of know-
leege as you possibly’ can, bt by all means
let every day bear ‘witnesss “that you have
made some., Close not your eyes in sleep
unless you are certain that you have become
master of 'some new fact, or obtained somo
new conception of triith and duty. * This rvle
has miade, ntany.a man’ great.and useful.—~
Thus one of .our most valuable sriters, who,
amidst igreat professional labours,’ has' dono
‘much for'the public, informed.me that he at-
tained it by suffering no day.to pass in which
one line-al least was not made :ready: for tho
press. . Thus - that - remarkable : staterman,
John Quincy Adams, acquirad hig prodigievs
stores ‘of 'knowledge by, dajly, exiending o
range of his reading and;-refleciion, Thus
that.distinguished mechanic;:Mr. Burrit, was
enabled while labiouring fof hiié living -av the

out some new at-

Iforge, to outrun the stidént “in’ the classic

halis, - I ordér to make. your.progress sue,
and be able to mark ity Jay thold of some ono
important branch of krowledges nith' o de-
termination to'master it or #lways keep clofe
at hand some nablé standard work,,and daily
peruse it'until . it.is fnished. > He who carries
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