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PUBL(Ç tiflJltbliIP N1-S T[iË P1MflIVI

'*c no%' prcsWrt ïom f.ct tire (ourh oeil-'
ttiry. Fri.quciit re1k rncL. are made to place.,
of tvmhi ii the lI..tf)ry of' tire pert;ecLtiril
under D oclctirrr andui Mzririian. But before
Conîstantrie, limuises or %viu-shuip ivere vcmy
simple, birtî imi tiiir struîcture and threir orna-
riiients. Thsey werc. called temples, 'or tise
Lorîh's liotise, or oratorios, i. e., bouises of'
prayer. 'Somutiiiies olso, tire word B3asilics
was applied ta thrm. 'lhiis is fi.-st tire
naine l'o citi' halls, used flor courts ond for
public nieting of ail kinds. Thèse halls in
many instanices lied been appropriated for
Chrisitian wvorshIip,!and thé term passed into
use for Chrristian temples. Tire term rnarty-
riuiù was aise applîéd to churches after tIre
rme aor Constanitine, whien many meeting

bouses were Iruiit ils particular places, in: ho-
nour of martyrs. A cburch waà buiit ai Je-
rrssalem, in ".,the place-aof a akuhi," about
thé 3Otli year of the reign cf Constantine, and
mas calhed tire gréat martyrium.*

Burt if Chnistiamis rvere net alie'ved ta as-
senmble in churcîres, by roason of' exieting
.Persectrtions, or aîîy other hindrance, they
Were wont tn convene in buryinggrannds, or,
cither places %ithout the wvalls of ciLice. Iii
thé persécuition under Valens, thé Cîrnietians
of Aritiocli beld their assembiies at thé foot

ofthé mountains. Sa tise Christiaiis .ti'
Aliexandrn, mn airother persec-ution, assembied
for prayer in their lrurying ground. Constaîs-
tiume, in tihe marches of lus army, had a large
tént made in tbe forci of a temple, ivlrich lie
carried abrout tvitl hlm as a hoissé of' worslsip.
Sozom., fib). i., c. 8.

After thé cburcîses emjoycd tire patronage
oft Constanrtine, they %vere %vont te buihld their
bourses of' rvrship both wîthrin -and withroût
*-îIe %valls of cities. They gave tlsem names

mOmeimesfromtheý apositiee, sometîmés from
* martyrsq, n ndlsaneti mes fromn sonircisa rkabie
'ëvent. Home oiriginatcd a customn which h as
siurce stond connectcdl %ith many surperstitios

-and popisi and prelatiral cimurches. Con-
-etantine built a chtirchr at Jertusalern, in honni-

.f thé Saviaur.- Ansd thIere %vie aiotîrtheré
* y the tramne of Tlieo1rnirin. Tis, and stihi
4nother at Jertrsalein, %vere buiht hy the.. iro-

latlîîr of-Consta titine. One %vus hu*jit irr Diii-
ý_-iêhern lii ménrory of tihe Virgîn i -and amie

waà buit iii niîrry of' Cbrist's aecension.
At' Àlexai~ threre wvere chîrrch es hca.riig
tite nume at'Dionysitis and Trheoa. 'Iliere
vwaa a rnignificent aire nt Conritantinoapie, in

* haouraf~rthna usTleedo4iinsbuilt n n-
:rthr tore ~,ifhritthe cily, afrd trnseil it

vraoin John. thée Diptist. Tioré c were alen in
*itlieit City a chitrels oi' Pauli onet of' the Apas-.

ics, cune of' Peace, and one aof Wisdiom, or

About tis timne also, a new- qice.r*tne-«s and
îmsportanee bi-gan te, atIrch tothle dedicatian
anmd consecration of temples,. Atîranasitia ré.

'hltel that tie canverted -Jew.s %t Berytuis Imnîl
tlieir'giéà,teât synagogues cnirýçried tgr Qirit
-thé Savioiur, ly thé niiniztér (Anmtisresj.oh.tlirt

plc.Ani 'iroin thsat tinte tiré cuîston cof
building un con.eecrathig io thé Savieur met):

'.*,lhristian chmrches exte*ntlès *tiougli 'the
*w-orld. *In. this werk thora. .seemus te have
-béen in thé* Clrurch -a t vicked, rivalry -with
*hâathesTism.' For ostenltationis end thiey. orton
iultcýhurch6s fur hreyand aury tsmbwhic h re
bail for them. . t ". ey1

TI>e ..çeremonies by whicb. Con2tauline'8s
.hrhin.Jeruanhiem wa3 dedicatd, are given

1zEusebius -and others. Anthy'le-i
"thini'morée or~ Andepttii thh eyit had pr

-5o01 caime te..,be,regardcd aýii ien~sable';:

rn 'Ciristianri woutd flot werah i s tbn,
the ldnot been d-edieséd'-é,

Tliisitperstitious prnct1çe of7haLng ta1
iri CIlticiîlea, had ne!v lîco Iuver l.-1
-Ànd 'ti%ô habit of sieaRing )ôf t he L le.,
Supper cie a sacrifice, though evidently in a
figurative ceswas ve;y co>mon., In tI4i5
centiury .1so we fiI traces gîfithc intro c-
f1011 or' images into thé churches, wbich tvas
the origin of Popish îdolatry. Julian had
ejectéif froin a elhtirch- in Ciesarea Philippi,
an image ol' Christ, and afl.er bis deatli tIse
Ch rirtia ns restored it. Images représenti.ng
the tquflering of martyrs were aise erected- in
chsurches.

Eusebitis, in bis Life of Constantine, shows
tbat %vax candles and lamps werA .40metimes
burnt in places of publie. worsbip. Prudeh-
ttiua 3ays, tisat throughout aIl the oriental
churches, candles were burnt, though the son
was shinimg, and not because of any darkness,
but ta express their joy., This superstitious
custnmn secrma ta have originated in tire noces-
isities of preceding ages, Miren Christiana
were cornîelled to bold their meetings by
night, and ta use candles of course. The
custoni established thus.by necessity was.af-
tervards preservecl by superstition. Another
circunista nce îerhaps contributed to introduce'
>t. The eîsstomr was very prevalent in *the
'oriental churchos of holding astiembhAies Éé-
fore light in thé morninig. .Hèlre wouild bo
another occasion for lighting candies. After
tIse praotice of dedicating churchefî camne in,
the cerernony vas' orten perfrmiieul at niid-
niglit. In many pinaces cîsurches were kepi
openr every day and ail. day, f<rany to corne
and receive Christian instruction.

The exercises of public worsiîip in thiz3
Century ambraced those of prayer, siging of'
psaims, partaking of sacrameilts, and- giving'
of thanks. The worship begans by singing,
then folhowed a proyer, tîsei the as.emnhiy
rose anid bieard the, sermon wisile standing,
on the gmatrrid that it %vas flot proper ta flear
tlle ivord or God iii an. easy. Rid siotliftl
position. As te thse engin .of mioin psal-
mnody, Theodoret euge:ts that F laviatii and
Diodorus began thé pmactice of ainging thé
Psulmiis of David, at thé tomh>ls of the niartyrs1
and in the cirurches. And tîscîce the custom
sprend tlsrough tise worid. But if is évident
fioin Pati's epistieà, that tise euýtorni existed,
irs hi-d dey. .A.od 'Theodloret ' sa ys tîmat
Ephrem, a milsister of-the church at Edéss>a,
took saine tullesthat lied been tised for impou.q
purpose, and net tai tliem îhé w'ords ofeûncmeî

ong.And Eplhremt say*s, we hîônotlr'oiiw
flefîir'itics %with pialmq and. hymne, and urpiri-'
trial song-g. In qené.ons of nome signai ré-.
jo(icii:g, thîey liait enlertainmeiîts, c.onnecteçi
with singing and dancing, hotîs in the churèh
and Ily thé tombe of the martyrs.

Itappearroîn Basîl, that tire usial Iength
ornig ermion wvas one heur. Thé subjer.t 4f
tihe sermon was often, tlaken from the'-safrn
dtîm t; sù nug. In* theèbhurch at.Alexàjrdcià
psains were samedimes real ta tkre* poi
and pra yerf; ofeç~d aIfterwûrds. -Sermon%
t-ere prrehed m'uséli vui grrtngue,nnrd In

tiem ii4jlernamà.i)ner, adwIthopIt tbele7st
alUctatiom . efe *.g~ce.* And after tire ser-
mon tire heurera.reuited a prayer. A canon.r
of. the thiMdeosritiI of Carthasge shows thit
nuone . cîe.~è~nclsériptures *were
permitted to e.ypo. in the church at .thr8
time.ý ThIhitory of.martyrs might hé read
at:tbeîir estîvaiLt.: .

'D.ut perhnpâswe.6have extended thsis skélèh
as'far.ais if is.profitable. Though itia.wellîon
îr.mmny.- accountte ..know thé facts,-touchi '
the practice'of tiie primitive churds, wé-#re
fr. ,front cittn-" tire examrnp. cf primitiv
Cliri4.t:amîs as amirue cf duty for ira. -Tliosýéi

rend. the failiers ver unwi w 0y Wl(them,
for:th~4nd ~ 'itiimoe trdq fin Ofiha1à e

~Cto are fourig tù.b l e4 en' "mn
amÔng »b~ Milîon ;rie ll coce « s tii
k indaia~rain hfb s
«"Whatsoever tinie, or the hedless band ,t
blind chance, bath draWn down fropi or ùMd
to ihis présent, in lber huge drag-nct, ivhetber
fish or sea wveed, sheill or Fhrtib@, usipicked,
unclb6rqe,'ièe are the« ratlseis." But ho
weil characterizes ands< conimends a judicious
use of the fathers, ne follos-"c -He that
thinks it the part of a weli-learncd manl t
have rend diligerîtly the ancieiit dtorieigof thé
Churcb, arîd to be no stranger in (lie volumes
of tie fatiers, e *hall have ail judiciaus men
consenting with 1dmi not hereby to cantroul
and urew-fangle the S.Criptiires,. God farbid!
but to, mark bow corruption and apostacv
crept in by degrees, and té ghther up Wherever
wîe finid the remaining sparki 'kf original
truth, wberewith *to stop the. moaths of our
adversaries, and Io bridie themn with their own
curb, who wiilingly pas by that which iii
orthodoxal in thern, and ïstudiously cuhl oui
that which is commentitious, aimd ljes't for
their turns, flot weighing the fathers ini the
balance of Seripture, but Scripture in flhc
balance of the fahr? Our times require

tawu should'atudy tIse fathers for the pur.
pores so weil pointed out in thsis passage; ail
while we abjure their authority, an acquain.
tance with them wilI arrn usthe better fur the
comiflict to which Providenée.isevidèntly cal-
ling us.-N. E! Purilanl.

S E L F_- C U L TI V A T 1 ON.
THE PftCES.-

1. Continually add te your stock of know.
Iedge.

It is good and wbolesome ta make surecof
any great fact in plrilosophy, historv, mo.
rais, or religion, and then trace -the relations
wbich coaneet it svith others. Ail tise fieldis
of inquiry spread before us are boundles., ivo
niay advance, perpettially adding important
acquisitions. A détermination to knjow %vlîaî
i to be known, and to *add *,Qmetlîing con-
iIbnally t6 what is already âttaiyred, wilI i)e an

element ând a pledge of coiistant iniiprove.
ment.-

2. Lot no day patin witbout seaie nge% ai-
taînent.

In thisI write te ail alike,tLoth to tharoa Who
have many advantages, and ta:tho«e. who liave

b ut few; to such as have cniealline
and to'such as aré.petse' lbard wi 'th 'the ire-
cessîty of.labour; ta ail equally 1 Bay, maIre
as much progresin the aeqtii4titrn of know-
leege as you possibly, con, -but by ail mes
let every d'u''*, hear .witneùss'etls.t Su hbaie
madesoîui, Close flo your 0eyls i.n slesp
unlees you are certain thet you bavebecomo
master ofIsomne new fact, or obtained eûo
new CoiÎtêeption of trüth andd 3 Thizs tie
baon ride' n-iury a nian'greatmrn'd ùserul.?-
'Vill one of our M'ontvaluable writera, who,
amidstugreat professional labouris;i hras dono
'much'forthe public, inforàýddminetlt héè t-
tained à by strfferirg no day.,to.es i whirh
on ne.a Woast wa ot mode ::eady fr thé
prose.- Thus -that -remerm*shie i.stalef mnl,
John Quinc -Ada musqi d hi ' 'r*cdigio-1
stores èf know!eègà ,by, dil 1M tý
range 0"'ebis reading andi-refl.ctién.' .Tlra
that-distingui shed meChamioýMr. Buirit, iis
enabled-while-lalsoising fot' trie living 'et the
forge, 'to ortrun thé .t'èti the»C.acsC
hàll.* Iii ôesçj*r. to.make Qyour.'progree&!ste
and be able te mark ittInly fholil or iome one
importa nt -bràneh of k.m3awiedgeý; %%ith' W de-

àt ha~neâê' n 6.ebetàsidar< okadai
périsse itni i. finished.1 w é~ho.carnecs


