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the saine day. ai soine simtple pensons have imagined, but
that ai the several copies of the book (sonie thrte bundred.
probably.) %vere begu> orn atit day and flnislied or> the other
day, sé tlîat wher> anccopy was conîplted ail wcre cornpIted.
WVe know that at this date lie %vas only in his sixtieth year,
and it secnim rather odd that lie slhould coniplain patbetically
af age and feebler>css wvhen he %vas just beginriinig the car-
cer that %vas to ensure hint a pererinial reputatian. and bad
nearly tîwenty years af arduous and prosperous labours be-
fore hini; but the fact is, in utterir>g such plaintive murmura
lie %vas but foilcwing; the fashiar> af the tines, ar>d oi tinies
long ar>t'rior.

Once successfui as a printer. it was imîpossible fer Caxton>
ta du-- tterwisc tita> devote iic.iif ta the art. With the
cousitenance. .ud, as we in;Ly C.sirly infer, with, the assistan>ce
af the Duchess of Burgundy, lie made use of bis mnaterials
(or lier în.terials) in printing other books then in denmand.
Otie of hiii first speculations. if niot the very first, %vas the
'Ganie of Chess," which, like the 'I I-istoryes ai Troye."

wvas a translation of bis awr> iront the French, and whicb lie
tstis as fynysshied the last day af Marche the yer of aur

Lord Godl a thousand four hunldred ar>d lxxiiij." This is at
preCIt t1112 rareiSt Of bis books, ar>d the or>ly copies or it ini
existence arc in England. The 'IGare of Chess," wvas
follovedl by various other wvorks, thougli what wvere the tities
ai theni we do niot care ta specify, seeing tbere bas been sa
Lunch disagrcetniett (and no finie squabb!ing) on the question,
whiclî ni(>st of the biographers seer» ta have settled entireiy
to the&r owr>i satisfaction, if niot ta that of any ane besides.
Enough that Ca-xton carried or> the business of a printer in
the lo% Countrics for several years, and that, durir>g a part
oi the tiène, at Icast, lie sold ir> the city af Bruges the pro-
duction 4)f his press.

The dauc «,i Caxton's return ta England, furnished with
types and ilhe minierous niaterials that tvere necessary for


