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GIBSON’S MONTHLY.

Dunham Ladies’
College Closing Exercises

THE
LISHOP'S
SERMON

Phe cosing exercises of Durham Ladies' Col-
lige, on Tuesday, 20th June, were very success-
fully carried out.

Tt has Deen Une policy of the ecollege exceutive
tn semure for bhis funclion the presence of one
o1 more eduealionalists of nole, and, it dikk not
fali short this year in that respect. B

The addvesses of I’rincipal ackett aml Miss
Derick were of a high character and the fact
Lhut sueh people are willing to come and lend
their valuable and valued services at such a
time is an indication of the importance of Lhis

clucational establishment, which is a pride Lo

the district of Bedford.
The venerable Bishop, the mresident of the eol-
lege corporation, was in exceedingly good form,

That is the longing of God, and e has placed
that ¢hild in your Losom that you may train the
child for Mim.

That s a speeial seed time, and the harvest
surely comes. .

Father!  God looks Lo you also to sow, there,
tire seed of eternal dife.

Teachors! You pray for your work and your
cluss, and whan you meet dhe eluss, surely the
lenging is: “O that 1 way win Uhese souls for
Christ.” That again is the seed time, and the
harvest must come.

But here is the ground of your hope. _

The great husbandman waiting and \\'atphl'ng
and interceding for you, as you infereede for
dcar ones,
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c¢hurch and bring into the garner of Christ at
heme and abroad many eouls for whom Ohrist
died.

Beloved, there goes up before God from ciby
and country a ery of condemnation that is
sfurtling in'ite agony and intensity; a cery that
should make us tremble, as we watch and pray
ansd toil for the childven of the churdh.

Do you wonder af this? You will cease to
wender, and bo deoply tmubled, when you con-
sider that parents wibio cannol pledd Lthe templa-
tion of poverty; parents who ave not pressed by
necessity, will oconomize in that which should
be dho last and most reluclant act of cconomy,
the education of ‘their children. Will save their
woney from the education of their ohildren, that
they may spend it upon whe passing and lie per-
ishmg.  Will save it al the cost of the immortal
spirit. will save it al the cost of an imper-
fectly formed, undying soul.  Will save their
money al the cost of having a being, formed to
{ake the impress and finage of God, distorted and
deformed through superstition and error, if not
destroyved.

Beloved, there are gathered into your college
the young from many sections of our community.
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nolwitdestanding his very advanced age. We are
pleased to be able to present in bhis number
of Gibsow’s Monthly the sermon delivered by
Jum o the pupils on the day of the closiug.

Phe roferonce of Principal Ilackett Lo his
prdocessor, the late Rev. Canon Hlenderson, was
particulady pleasing {o the older people prezent,
whe Have an aflectionate rememwbrance of him
whon he was the rector of Dunham. Lo Canon
Hendorson’s work in culdier years 1s due in a
large measure the success which attends the col-
legn to-day.

>
TILE BISIIOP’S SERMON.
Seed Time and 1larvest,

Our blessed Tord and the sacred writers have |

transferred” the promise, “Scal time and harvest
shall mot cease” to spiritual things.

They shail not cease.

When.is the spiritual seed time?

AMother! When you look upon the little soul,
first placed in your arms by God, what is the
earnest, deep longing of your heast for that
child? * .

Surcly with strong emotion; it Is; “O thal it
ndght e saved!” -

Jesug iwsell prays for you and the dear ones
. ako.

And “Lim the Fatber hearcth always.”

The great seed dime dhen is the ecarly spring
of life, when the ground of the heart is soft and
ready Lo receive the sexl indo its bosom.

When the fivst dwwnings of life warn us to
hring dear ones under the influence of covenanted
blessing.

I can scaveely imagine Chrislian parents, cs-
recially a Chaistian mother, beginning loo carly
to avail herself of spiritual sced time; siriving
too carly to prepare for the havvest of holiness
and joy, and I searcely imagine that the Chris-
tian mother withholds her hand as she is cheercd
Ly the unfailing promise, that even when
tergue and eye fail, her life’s toil shall still be

. to salvation and to the praise and glory of God.

If the #rue principles of our church, as sot
[orth in our Seriptural baplism service, and fol-
lowed up by our confirmation, wore aoted upon
by pavents and sponsors; if the prayer of faith
and the Scriptural teaching, there and then re-
quired, were conscientiously observed, there would
be an amount of spirituol life, a depth of picty
ma;nifosted in e fresh attructive vigor of our
youth tthat would muke us far more a missionary

There are committed to your charge the young
from Qhrisbiasn families, wheve every influence
i3 Godwanrd; and I may assume from familics
wihere the thought i3 only Lo promote the tem-
peral interests of the children. Ilowever it may
1.2, the responsibility—the heavy responsibility—
and the grand opportunity is laid upon you each
day 10 occupy %he ground of the heart with the
goed seed, so to oceupy it that there shall be no
reoie found for the tarves to take Toot. )
3dloved, it 1s a sowing time replete with rich
promise; a sowing time that if you are faithful
in sowing the good seed of the kingdom, must
jssue in n glorious havvest of peace and joy for
time and eternity. .
Beloved, I appeil Lo you who are connacted
will the college. I appeal to you by the pre-
cicusness of the undying souls placed under yonr
care. I appeal to you by your love of the
dhurch to which you belong; by your love for
Jesus, who has purchased those souls wibh His
own Mlood; by your desire to keop yourselves
cleun from the blood of souls. I appeal to you
Christian parenls who desice to have your home
tcaching sustained by the  teaching of the col-
lege; to you Cliristian men and women who are
rightly regarded as amongst the pillars and sup-




