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Firft Preprieter of Nova-Seotia.

We might be endlefs in giving inftances of
his fine fenfe out of thefe plays; but, to
thofc who have not read him, a few may
be here acceptable, and enough to fhew
his preterence ot werit to dignity, and who
be accounted the grewt
be feen below :¢ and we fhall refer
topics gathered out of him, in a
c ion of ghr old poets lately publifhed.f
‘Befides thofe authors before mentioned,
¥hei s have celebrated thefe performances
a1 john Davis, of Hereferd, who in a book
of epigrams, publithed about the year
T611, has one to Mr. Alexander, of Men.
.n"‘cy in praife of thefe tragedies,8 where.-
in, thawsh a ftrunger to his perfon, he
t!m.ks hinfelf qbliged to applaud his wri-
tngs; as hawing made himiclt thercby, a
Sovcrc:;? even ower Monarchs ; apd thinks
Alcxander th: Great had not gained more
flory with his fword, than this Alexander
18 acquired by his pen. Mishael Dray-
ton calls hiin my Alcxander, whofe name
he would cver have known to ftand by his ;
yet attempts but to thew the friendthip
that was between them, not the merit of

€ What comfort’s this, to bave the bighefl jear,
And all the blifs that M.jcfly impares ;
If thofe, whom only 2we excel in fate,
Be cur fuperiors in far becter parts P
More than a crawn, true avorth JSoould ke
feem'd s
Crey fortune gives, the other is our owwn
Ly wiich the mird from anguifb is redeem’d
I87%en fortune's goods areby ber[clf o’erthroaun,
Creefus, A& 3.

O ! wiat agreat indignity is this P
To fec a C.ng'ror to bis lufi a flave !

” . .
. Whonvuuld the title of true qvarth aere bisy

Mupt 'wmquijb' wicey . and no bafe thoughts
conceiv. 3
The brawefl tropby ever man obtained,
s chasy wobich o' er bimfelf, bimfelf bath gain’d.
Darius, A& 3.

Then kit us Tiwe, fince all things change below,
I¥ben raifed moft bigh, as thofe wwbo once may
Salls
And beld, awben by difuflers brought more low,
Tbe mind Il free, whatower elfc be thrall ;
Thofey Lords of fortane, fweeten cvery flate,
Who can command themfelves, tbougb-nor their
Sate. Jul. Cefar.

! Mr. T. Hayward's Britipp Mufe. 120

L1738,

8 Davits fourge of folly. 80,
. 1

(t Congueror, .

g

his numbers, which were brave and lofty,
fo like his mind was his mufe.? :

We are intormed, that not long after,
was firk puvluhed, the fupplement ha
wrote to complete the third part of bir
Philip Sydney's celebrated romance ; and
that it is to be found in the true fourth, as
well as the fubfequent editions thercofy
with the initial letters of his name;i the®
Anthony Woed only mentions it in the
eighth, as perhaps having only that at
hand, when he made this remark :k an ex-

- ercife tor his Mufe, ftill in a kind cf poet-

ry, though net in verfc. In the month of
July, 1613, the fame year that fupplement
was printed, we find Mr. Alexander men-
tioned, to have been fworn one of the Gen-
tlemen Ufhers of the Prefence to Prince
Charles. But now his Mufc laboured with
a more folea,n birththan any of her tragic
produions, and brought forth a fruit ua-
ufual to the foil of courts, which gave him
the title of a Divine Pcet: being a_facred
poem, as large as all his other “Called
Dom's Day 5 or the Great D.y of the” Lord's
Fudgment,” It was printed at Edinburgh,
in quarto, 1614, and afterwards in the
folio edition of his works ; alfo again by
itfelf, in a quarto edition at. Londond It
is divided into twclve hours, as the au-
thor calls them, or books; and the firft
book was, a few years fince. re-printed in
ofavo, with intention to give us the re-
mainder of his poctical works in a corre€t
edition. ‘The editor, A. John(toun, tells
us, that having communicated the author’s
whole works t8Mr. Addif n, for his pe-
rufal; he faid, in approvation of them,
Teat be bad read them over awith the greateft

Jatisfa&.on; and gave it as his judzment,

 ‘I'hat the beauties of ourancient Englifh
pocts, are too flightly paded over by the
modern writers ; who out of a peculiar fin-
gularity, had rather take pains to fiad
fault, than endeavour to excel.”™ Inthe
year above-mentioned, the King, looking
upon him as a wife man, made him Mai-
ter of the Requefis, and conferred aspon.
him the honour of knighthood. And now -
begins the other part of his charaéter, the
man of bufinefs, title, and great underta-
king ; for little more of theo¢t appears,

- except that two years aftery Game forth a

new edition of his plays, irta pecket vo-
lume. Thus, as it is hard to rcfide long .

h See M. Drayton's elegies, fol. 56375 pu

207.
7 Aycadia il 1613,
k Atben. Oxon. cols 228.
! 1641.

m Doom's Day, or the laff Fndgmens, l"’h

J an, byW. Barl of Stirline, 89, 1730, in Prg;



