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THE RELIGION OF
SERVIA.

The uational religion of Servia
ia that of the Greek Church, but is
independent of the Patrinvehatn of
Coustantinople.  ‘The hishops ure
chiosen by the SBynod and conse-
erated by the Serviin Metropolitan,
the  Metropolitan himsell boing
chosen by the Synod.  The coun-
try i divided iuto four dioceses—
those of Belgrade, Schabatz, Nego.
tin and Ousheetza,  There  are
sovernl monasteries; the most in.
teresting of which are those of Stu.
deniza, built by the first Servian
King, Nemandi, about the end of
the tweilth, amd Manassia, built
by Lazarus, in the fourteruth cen-
tury.  The Goverument pays the

“archbishop, the bishops and the
rectors ; the other priesty are re-
munerated for their services by the
people.  Theve is nspecial ministry

of national education, and a law

passed in the reigu of the late
Prince Michurel obliges the Govern-
ment to supply and pay a qualified
master for an elementary national
school to every commmnity which
declares  itseil prepared to send
thirty boys as scholars, and {»ro~
vides ut the same time a building
siitable for a scliool.  The popu-
latiou is about 1,300,000, The
soil i5 very fertile aud productive,
but, the greater part is yncultivated.
The prasants are averse to manual
labor, and rather than work they
employ itinerant  laborers, whao
flock yearly to Servia in large num-
bers Iram the adjacent provinees of
Albunia wid Macedonia, The prin.
eipal grain iy nuize, but- hemp,
flax, tobaceo, and cotton are also
produced in large quaatities,  One
striking peculiarity of the vegeta-
tion is the siwilarity of the wild
Howers and weeds to those of
Eugland.




