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the Romans by going in parson to the distriet surrounded and
devastated by water near the Ponte Nomentano, Ha drove In
1+ light victoria, making the driver go to the vory doory, although
tha horses weroe up to thelr bodles in water.  The hottom of the
earriagoe was covered with mud, This and stmllar acts are char-
acteristic of the kind-hearted, unconventionu! king, 1le s
utterly without those formalities and caprices 5o common ta
royalty. e always dines (o the middie of the day, and 14 fond
of the plalnest food, having a puarticalarly strong liking for
onlons, beets, and cabbage,  Ha never eats at any grand dianer
given tn his own pulnee, though he s polite enongh elsewhere.

The P'aris gaming are noted for their praniks, but thelr Iatest
amusement, la panique, surpasses in oxettement all previons
eftorts.  Ono e gavroche, separating himsolf from his com-
panions, stops before ashop, hoks about hlm uneastly, and when
ho sees imself observed rans off s hard as he ean, the others
pursuing bim, eryfng « Stop thief!” A erowd joins in the pur-
sult, puld gavroche Is arrested and tnken before the Commissary
of Poltee,  No prosecutor appearing, he 1s asked why he ran off
in sueh o manner, and replies, « Please, M'sieu, ] was th a great
hurey; I il to got o sou's warth of hrerd for (with that iHial
pathos o characteristie of & Parlsian) my mother.” A band of
these Httle raseals also recontly stole a munher of those gas hal-
loons, so common {n Parls, and tying them to a fittte dog, man-
aged to suspend him in mijd-adre. Here the poor animad, nitering
the moast plaintive erles remunined for soms minutes, the gaming
daneing round him, and shaouting « Ohe Gamhbatta ™

A PERFORMING COCKATOO.

Mr, Frank Buckland describes a« follows the performances
of a clever trained cockatoo in the possession of a Mr. Harris,
of Bloomsbury, London, who has had the bird for nineteen
vears, and commenced training him twelve years ago.  The
feathered pupil has now arrived at such a high piteh of train-
ing that he will obey a signal, and even a word of command.
It in alko very curious to obwserve that the bivd rReems tio have
a good ear for music, keeping time to the tnne, and doing
what he onght to do at the right place,

The bird being placed on the top of a chair, his master put
a little tambourine into his bill, and then,as we had no piano,
sang to him the song, ¢ Uncle Ned had no wool on his head
The bird shook the tambourine to the regalar time, and when
the chorus camo rattled it beantifnlly, ltke the organ people
do on Epsom Downs. A short drumstick was then placed in
the bird’s bill; and another nigger song sung.  1he bird beat
time with the atick on the little tambourine, A professional
drummer could not have dons it better, A doll is then put
into the bird's beak, and he dances the doll up and down on
the tambourine, like the mechanical dancing-nigieer one sees
in the toy-shops. At the end, or even in the middle of the
performance, Mr. Harris saddenly gays,  Show your wings.”
‘The bird instantly opens his wings, and holds them open till
told to close them. A very funny scene then takes place, A
little model head and sboulders of “a gent,” with a white
hat, long whiskers, glase in eye, ete., is placed over the bird's
head. Mr. Harria sings, ¥ I'm a gent, 'm a gent.,”  The bird
waved the head about so funnily in imitation of the swaygger
and walk of the gent that the effect iz most amu<ing and
langhable, During the singing of ¢ Far down the Old Swan
River,” the hird accompanies with ¢ the bones” only ¢ the
bones™ are imnitated by the snappings of bis own bill alwaya
to perfect tune. While Mr, Harris kings, < wish I were s
bird,” the cockntoo ruffles up his feathers, and in the funnieat
porrible manner, when the pathetic parts come, and at the
words, ¢ that I might fly to thew” he opens his wings quite
wide, and flaps them violently ax though he was making every
effort to fly, but could not manage it at ali.  Thiz wonderful
bird goes through many other performances equally as clever,
Mr., Darwin ought to gee him to get some notes for his ¥ Ana-
tomy of Expreasion)” for certainly I never saw such a clever-
Jaced bird before, My old parrot, who is by no means a foel,
for she can talk famounsly, looked quite an idiot by the side of
thiz preternaturally learned bird, of which, by the wiy, my
old poll was trightfully jealous. :

-«

‘ diome dltems,

A company is abont to he formed at Ottawa {or the manafire
ture of extract of hemlock bark o be usad In tanning
aperationa, ‘

Flevan of the vessels intended for the direet line between
Chteaco and Liverpool are now belng comstructed and witl ha
Inunchid at the opeding of navigation,

The Moutreal Telegraph Company are ahout to extend thalr
wires tn the Otinwa distriet from IHaveloek to Chlchester,  An
adititional wire has been put on——making {n all fonr wires--he-
tween Mantreal and Ottaws, and anataer Hae s to be added bo-
tween Ottawa and Toronto,

A company has been formed for the establlshment of a mon-
ater refinery at Petrolin, with acapneity of 5,001 barrsls weekly,
In connection with this enterprise, the Potrolin Councl) purpose
offering n bonus to induce an extension of the Gramd Trunk
from Caminchle; or, if Barnin will eo-oporate, from Poaint Fd-
Wi,

The work on the Qttawa awl Coteau Landing Raflway {s now
being pushed forward as rapldly as is possible at this season of
the year,  One hundred men are now cmployed on the heaviest
cuttings, and this forees will be largely angmented {(n the spring,
Alrendy fourteen miles of the ratiway have beon graded and
prejared for track-laying In the townships of Lochiel nnd
Kenyon,

The Vietorin, B, C., Standard, states that the Seymouar Narrows
and Bute Inlet raflway parties have discoverad tron and eoal
beds, rieh in guality amd of Inrge extent.  Tha discoveries will
prove most valuable in connection with the building of the line
of the Canadinn Pacific.  Large areas of lnnds suitable for agri-
eultirs) and grazing purposes have also benn met with; and the
enginesrs are very favourably impressed with the wealth of the
country which thoy traversed the past summer,

The Vietoria Standard says that experiments have recently
been made at New Westminstor with a view of tosting the
adaptabliity of the soll. and climata of the delta of the Fraser
for the growth and production of the sugar beet, nnd to ascerialn
whether the mannfueture of beot root sugar couttd not he made
a profitablo soures of industry to thoe peopla of the Provinee. " 8o
far as the axpoeriment hns been tried, the resalt has exceedoed
the moast sangnfue cexpectations, hoth as vegards the productive-
ness of the soll in the yicld of the roots and the percentage of
snecharing matter they contnin for sugar-makling purposcer. The
yield per nere of the roots 18 sadd ta have boen. from thirty to
forty thousand pounds {n welght, or equal to a thousand pounds
of good markotable sugnr, besldes a rolative quantity of syrup
of an axcollent qnality, to every acre of land oultivatod.

Oy Fnstations,

fl, B, THX COUNTRSS OF DUFFRRIN.

Harriet, Counters of Dufferin, daughter of Archibald Hamil-
ton, of Killyleagh Castle, and great grand-daughter of Hamil-

ton Rowan, Her Ladyship was married on the 23rd October,
1862,

THETR RXCELLENCIES AT VILLA MARIA CONVENT.

The ladies and pupils of the Villa Maria Convent were
honoured on Friday, the 24th inst., with a visit from Their
Excellencies the Qovernor-General and the Counters of
Dufferin. The weather was most unpropitious for the three
mile drive to Cote 8t. Catherine, the wind blowing keenly
#nd the snow failing so heavily a8 to render the roads almost
impasgable,  On their arrival at the Convent the vice-regal
party made the tour of the establishment and were then con-
ducted into the recreation.room, which had been tastefully
decorated for the occasion. At one end of the apartment the
young ladies, dressed in white, were drawn upin a semi-circle,
and in front was a low dais for Their Excellencies. When
the visitora had taken their seats, one of the pupila stepped
forward and read an address of welcome in French. Another
young lady then read the following verses :—

Ta-day smiles hright and gladsome light up our Convent halis,
And giadly do we welcome, wichin its quiet walls, )
Litustrious guests, aiready to hunour known and fame.

Who come to our young country in a well-toved rovereign’s name.

Little have we tn offer, a snateh of joyous song,

A ntrain of fastive mnvdie, trom a happy girlish throng,

A wreath of mountain bioazoma ot varied form and hue,
Buar given with warm wirhos, heart homagoe deep and trus.

Half hid mid brilliant flawers, behold a tiny leaf,

That e’er hus kept its frechness through sunshine and through grief—
And taken root as firinly upon our mountain side.
A ip Ureon Erin's valleys beyond the oconn wide.

'Tis fitting wo should offer this shamroek, omblem fair

Of & hrava and generous people. & land of bewuty rare.

To two of Erin’schildren, whose genius and whose worth
Roflect sueh peerloss Justre on the tand that gava them birth.

Vast the cauntry over which extends your lordship’s reign,
Fro'n atlintie to Pasitie stretehes the wide domain.

From beart and brain sevpe giving to work such mighty good
And stain, thy namo in deathless fune, on city, fioid and flood.

For thea, my lady, houndlass the power thou wilt wield

t¥'er minds anid hoarts of thine own sex, surely a nuble fisld ;
‘Them thou witt tench by word and deed to do as thou dost do,
aAnd o the pure high instinetz of womanhood be trus.

Deep iz onr prayer and earnest that whilst with us ye stay,
The titne may prove as pleagant as a lung mid-suinmer day.
No eloud of factinus disrord o'er mark its golden flight,
Nor broodiag public sorrow change sunshine into night.

Anil thouch wiid storme may riot through wiater's Jong bloak reign;
Thwagh lakes, streams, mighty rivers po baundiniey chain;

Troush snow-drifta heap the iandsepe with forms fantastic strangs,
Yewi:d find cur hearts trae, foyal, will know nor ¢hilt nor change.

A bouquet was next presented to Her Ladyship, after which
an allegurical repressontation was given, in which Anglis,
Caledonia, Erin,and Canada were the performers.  An address
in French was then read to Her Exceliency, and after some
muaical exereises the Governor-General rose and replied in
French to the address,  The event of the occasion, howerver,
in which the inmates of Villa Maria were eapecially honoured,
was Lndv Dufferin’s reply to the address presented her and to
the request for a hotiday.  As this is; so far as we are aware,
the oniy occasion on which Her Ladyship has replied in per-
son to the welcomes extended to her since her arrival in this
country, we append a translation in full :

My Young Friends,—1 find it difficult to thank you soffi-
ciently for the warm and f{lattering welcome you have given
ma to-day. In every part of Canada where I have been I
have heard this convent apoken of with respect and admira-
tion, and I have, therefore, looked furward to my visit to Villa
Maria with the greatest impatience. I can well believe with
what affection yvou, who have come forward with such warm
expressinns of loyalty to your Queen, and of kindness to our-
selvis, must regard your Convent Home, and those kind Sisters
who sacrifice themselves to vour welfare; and 1 trost that
yon are able to repay them in rome measurs for all their care
and for their goodness to you, by your attention to their in-
styuctions, and your love for themselves. [ hope alio the day
is far distant when you will cense to think a holiday one of
the greatest ploasures in the world, 1 can assure vou that if
I can per-uade these good ladies, to-day, to allow me to
present vou with one, you will not enjoy it more than f
myrelf.

This terminated the procesdinegs, and the company dis-
persed.

VIEW FROM THE FORT, PRINCR ARTHER'R LANDING.

The fort from which this view is taken was built at the
time of the first Red River Expedition, but now to such # bare
uses” hus it come that it is no more than alock-up. The view
looks eastwards along the shore of the lake, and embraces
Shunia, Thunder Bay, and Silver Harbour,

TAX MONTREAL CITIZENS BALL.

Thia great event, to which Montrealers have been looking
forward for two months past, took place on Tuesday week, in
the new Queen's Hall,.on §t. Catherine Street.  The room, of
which a very good idea may be obtained from the jllustration,
was elaborately decorated with evergrecns, flags, armorial
shieldg, etc., cte,, and at the south end wax a dair on which
wore chairg for Their Excellencies, At ten o’clock the Gover-
nor-General made his appearance, accompanied by the Coun-
tess, His Excellency wore a scarlet dress coat, with silver
epanleta, chapean brak sith white plumes, biue ribbon across
the chest, and the two orders of St. Pattick aud the Bath on
his left breast. The Countess war simply and tastefully cos-
tumed in a white satin robe, trimmed in f{ront with crimson.
After taking their stand for a few moments on tho dais, they
walked around the hall fora fewmoments and then proceeded
to open the ball, His Excellency with Madame Coursol in
front of ‘tho dais;, and the Countéss and His Warship the
Mayor at the oppasite end.  Dancing was kept up with great
vigour until midaight, when Their Excellencies proceeded to
the supper-room. After supper it was carried on far into the
merning, when the company separated with great roluctance.

The affair i8 universally admitted to have been a perfect sne-
cess and in every way worthy of the occasion, )

The ladies who had the honour of dancing with His Excel-
lency were the following :~—Madame Coursol, Miass Allan, Mrs,
Young, Miss Beaudry, Mrs. Justice Monk, Mrg. Starnes, Miss
Dorion, Mrs. Edward Carter, Migs Gordon, Miss Johnaton,
Mrs. Quimet, Mra. Jetté, Mrs. W. E, McKenzie, Miss Lafram-
boise, Mrs. Justice Day, Miss Campbell.

Among the gentlemen who had the honour of dancing with
the Countess of Dufferin were Sir Hugh Allan, Hon. Mr.
Dorion, and Hon. John Young.

The catering department was admirably attended to by Mr,
Martin, of the Carltou Club.

On the opporite page will be found a paper contributed by
Profespor Pepper, on Optical Illusions, and speoially illustra-
tive of ths phenomenon known as

PEPPER'R GHOST.

On Thursday evening, the 30th ult, the Victoria Skating
Rink in this city was crowded on the occasion of

THE PANCY DRESS ENTERTAINVENT
held in honour of Their Excellencies, The ice was in admir-
able condition, and the participants in the maquerade were
both numerous and effectively costumed. The decorations
were, a8 usual, in the best taste, At one end of the rink a
throne was erected for Their Excellencies. and in front of this,
on the arrival of the distinguished visitors, an open space
waR cleared where eight couples formed into two sets and
danced the Lancers. This, with the waltzing which followed,
were the two great features of the entertainment, and were
galuted with loud applause, After this Hiz Excellency made
his appearance on the ice in a pink ratin domino with grey
trimmings, aud spant some time skating among the mas-
qneradera.  Snpper wag served at about half-past ten, and
Their Excellencies withdrew at midnight, Hix Lordship
declariny that he had never spant in Canada a more agreeable
evening.

THE WRECK OF THE “ GERMANY."

It will be remembered that the steamship Germany, of the
Allan Line, went ashore on Saturday, the 23th of December,
on a rand-bank at the mouth of the Gironds, and that some
thirty of the passengers and crew were lost, the remainder
being saved by two French vessels after having passed the
entire nicht in a position of extreme peril.  We reproduce in
this issue a sketch of the xcene on the Sunday morningz, when
the crews of the a’teamer Jendoza and the fishing smack
Jossph Triscas, were engaged in rescuing the sufferers. The
Germany left Liverpool oa the 18th Ducember, boand for
Havana and New Orleans.  She had on board 127 persons, of
whom 29 were pascengers. When off the mouth of the
Gironde she took on board & pilot; intending to call at
Panillac, a small town fome way up the mouth of the river
on the south bank.  Owing, howerer, to the carelessness or
incapacity of the man, she went ashors off Point de 1a tioubre,
& rharp spit of land on the north sid- of the entrance ot the
estuary. The following is the account of the affair as given
by those taken from the wreek, translated from the Courrier de
Rachelle :

Shortly after the stranding of the (Germany, the rea broke
over her with such violence thal the lives of all on board
were in the greatest danger, It was pitch-dark, the rhip was
gradually going to picces, and it was impossible to remnain
on the deck, which was swept from stern to stem by the
furious waves, At halt-past eight the main-mast went, and
was followed half an hour after by the mizen-mast—the Jatter
earrying with it seven unfortunate men who had taken refuge
in the rigzing. It was a terrible moment for the survivors.
They could hear the ominous cracking of the timbers as the
veasel parted, mingled with the hopeless cries of angnish and
despair of their friendr as the pitiless sea swallowed them up.
Several persons were carried away by the waves, which un-
interraptedly washed over the vesisl.  Oune sen swept away
a mother and her four children,  About five in the morning
a yvoung girl of eighteen who had passed the night in the fore
part of the vessel, attempted to reach the bridge. While
mnking her way aft she was thrown down by a wave, not-
withstanding the assistance of onas of the officers, and dashed
violently agairt the bulwarks, Hrersuderings were horrible,
and her cri-s wring the hearte of all who heard her, At
Anybreak the Vendoza made her first trip to the rescue, and
then followsd a terrible scens. The poor wretches on the
wrock, halt-crazy with sutfering and despair threw themselves
eagerly into the boat despatched to theirassistance, and in the
atruggle six were drowned, The C-urrier pavs a high tribute
ta the hravery and zelf-devosion of the crews of the Meadozs
and Triton.  The captain of the Iatter has already distin-
wiishad himself on similar occasiong; for which he has re-
enived 8 medal.

It is only just to add that Capt. Trocks, of the Germany,
has been absolved by the court of enquiry from all blame in
the mntter, the loss of the vessel being entirely due, ag already
stated, to the carelessness or inefficiency of the French pilot.

in g long artielr on Seience and Spirltoalism, the London
Times makes some curjous revelattons regarding the spread of
Spiritaalism in the English upper and middle olasses. The
aditor snysi—A volume now lying before us may serve to show
how this folly It spread thronghont soeiety, 1t was lent to us
by a distingunished Spiritualist, under the solemn promise that
wa rhould not divitlge a single name of those coneerned, It
canststs of ahaut 130 pages of reports of sdances, and was pri-
vately printed by n noblaé Ear), who has lately passed beyond
the House of Lords, beyond, also, we trust, the spirit-peopled
chadrs and tables which {n his life-time he loved, not wisely,
hut ton well, In this book things more marvellouns than any
we have sot down are circumstantially related, in a natural
wny, just as though they were ordinary, every-day mattors of
fast.,  We shall not fatigne the reader by quoting any of the
aecannts given, and, no doubt, he will take our word when weo
say that they range through every specles of « manifestation,”
from prophesyings downwards. What wo more particularly
wish to abserve {s that the attestation of fifty respectahle wit-
nessas is placnd before the title puge. Among them are a Dow-
ager Duehoss and other Iadies of rank, a captain in the Guards,
a nohleman, a haronet, a member of Parlinment, several oflicers
of onr setenttfie and other corps, a barrister, A merchant, and a
doctor.  Upper and middle class soclety is represented in all its
grivies, and by persons who, to judge by the position-they hold
aid the callings they follow, ought to be possessed of intelligence
and ability. Certalnly it is time that a thorough and practical
Investigation cleared this eloud out ‘of the Intellectual sky, and
tho tiaak need not be scouted by professors or other learned
men, by Royul or.other lrarned societien )




