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{he winter senRot, the agreeable milduess of the climate, the
heauty of the seenery, trees, flowers, and fraits, are suth, that
wee wonder these days of travel do not bring more visitors to
Y shores.

WINTER BHOOTING~—THE LIGHTHOUSE,

We e (Bsure our readers from lh(; expericnee of geveral
years’ stay in Bermuda, that between Oetober and March the
sportsimnn has Htde difficulty in ﬁnmg Jiis bage, and the nata-
rulist wny udd‘]nrgcly to his colluction, ] Flocks of plover,
cand-pipers, &pipe nnd «lm"k are annnally :lr'x vert on the shorex,
the flocks of hirds that migrate frugn America nt the approacls
of winter to Southern Jatitndes being scattered by the storms
slly prevailing t'\t thnt seagon. "I‘hvw hirda, with blue-
winged teal (Anns Dixvors) Lh:,.:‘(,’um}um Cruke: {Ottygometen
(Camofinud), the barn swallow, Rice bied, &e ,.;awla atemporary
refuge in Permuda, l}lul l‘m(m:r the wenther is _ﬂnﬂi(-ivnll_v Bist-
ted to ndmit of their roxuming thelr migrations, many can
te bagged without restriction—game laws being unknown in
Bermuda. N

Buring the winter, the keepers of the Tighthouse on Gibb's
Hill are [rmw«:rnll:\' sapplied with game for the tronlile of pick-
fng it up. The lighthouse towers many foet above the hill,
and pl:n’vr,durk. and other ()!)’f"rs" frmu‘/u'n! fl’t;q'l"”tl'\' dush
agninst the glass that encireles ite revolvipg light, and fal}
dead upon the rocks beneath. Herous are often seen—they
are pupposed Lo be th dc:.-‘(-un'«l‘nm»: of wttnek driven on shore
by 5 vivlent gale in BS480 A friend shot two—the Blue Heron,
and the Black Crowned Night Heron, The latter fo]) at a
place eallist Spital Poud, where he was doing the agreeable to
aviecle of dock, and prdaldy decking for what he conld get,
The nest and two eges of the Great Blae Heron were found in
a cedar tree a fow yonrs ago, and the writer when sailin: about
vastle Harbour i his smadl yacht o Farly Riser” often suw
hetons, but thanueh acun was vsanally Kept in the cabin for
their particnlar edifirntion, they were ever fmpressed with the
idea thist Dumidincity was dangerous, nnd kept at a respectiul
distare s, The Spow Goese (Auser Hvperbotene), Frivate
finsd ¢ Tachy petes Agquilusy, Horned Grobe ¢Bdyeeps Carnutus),
Sooty Terts, Blune-bicked, Rlack-beaded and Kotbwake Goidis,
the common S Dove ( Menmulos Alhusg, may in nutbered
smorg the oconsional vigitors to Berauda

goepel

THE NATIVE BIROY OF RERMUDA,

But Bermnda possesser it native birds as welf as ite mivra-
tory onivs. They sre the Bed Bind, Blas Bied, Cat Bind, Kime-
fisher, Grottd Dove, Crow, Moorheu aie] Chick of the vil .
inge. Many verrs ago the Virgisian Partiidee or Qoail wsed
to brerd i Bermuda, but afteeawhife {0 becanp o extinet ;. how-
ever, sbont nitie years since, 8 gentieman tired oot seviorad
yairs, and by the latest wcounts they were maltiplying and
dednge well,

The Red Bied (Cardinalis Bubra, aceording to some  Cur-
dinaiis Pitylas), also Ktiown ws the Virginian Nightingale, is
a handsame creature, and looks gaudy encugh dving among
vr provhed upon the dark codar 1 Thee pistmage of the
ok B iw svarled and reddinh brown, that of the ben brown
only.  The enck bird bhas o pretty crest of searlet feathers,
rod & row of ldack enes ronnd bis throat and bead, His body
is coverad with rearlet featbiors, while his wings and tail are
reddish brown, The hen-bas no crest; but her brown plnmage
hus a coupen of ved edgiag, The boakoof both male and fomade
isa reddish white amd is very strong, the oxtremity of the
tpper mandible dlightdy hookod, This hicd has twe families
e eprine, aind generally buibis s nest some height from
the groand,  The pest in the writer's colfeotion s made of
thin pieces of bark and drivd sros amd containe small vows,
The temale, however, genirally fays but twe, whicli are about
the gize of o Blackbied's, and Gy no moans beantifal, as they
are & dull white, thiekly covered with brown blatohes,

The Blue Bird (Sialia), ubout the size of arobin, hns, ne jts
uame implies, & blue plumage. This colonr ix, hawever, cons
fined to the hack, the apper part of the wines, tad, breast and
head being covered with Ywown ;) its B feps and eyes arn
Wack. 1he cock amd hen are vory much alike,  The Blue
Binl bulds in bushes, or low downin trees, and its elegant
pide: blone egps are often taken {rom mere wanlonness, Al
thenph & native of Wermnda, there appoars o be Higle doabit
that the tribie receive . aceessions only 11 the spring fromw the
Amenican coass, :

Both the Red and Blue Birds, thomh foud of worts, are
f\lsn pinrtial to seeds, and throngh iz werdoness are captured
mtraps in the shape of o common hotse roof, made of sticks
fastened with firing, A Mttty corn s strewn nuder the trap,
W_hirh is delicately balanced npon a thin stick, so that the
Bird in picking up the corn generstly knoeks it away, down
remes the tap and captores the songater, The Red Bind does
not take kKindly to befng captured, snd it is well to give bim
N)mr-\hing fo bite when you take hiv out of the trap, for if
ke gets hold of his captor's haud, he will make a terribde
wiutd, Both Hed and Blue Bird sing daring spring und
smmer. Asxa description of the Cat Bird, Kiogfisher, Crow,
and Moor-heu, can be seen in mostornithulogionl works, s fow
remarks will suffice for them here, he Oat Bind's feline-like
13010_ is heard all over the island at most seasons, bt the King-
fisher, the Crow and Moorshien, ave gever fonmd far from their
Ravourite haunta, The writer shiotn Kingfisher (Aleedo Hal-
eyon}, on Longbird Istand, and geneeatly used to gée a few at
the Devil's Hole . in Harringtou Sound, at a poud on Paget's
Island, and ut Muallet Bay, The Crow ¢tlorvisg bs never seen
far from n small reokers near Hamilton, and the Moor-hen
(,"‘ﬂllinllln_) frequents and breeds incseveral of the marshes and
EWAMPa Wetween: St (George’s aud the town of Hawmilton, bat
it ’Wf‘l‘ﬁ sonuch under shelter of the sedge amd water plants,
“'i‘f trarely enters the sportsiman's bag.

The Ground Dove(Columba Prsserina) is asweet Tittle bird,
and generally pretty tame. Tt found ol over the islands,
and looks like n diminutive. pigean, but its colenr ixa mottled
grey, fts wings and tail being bordeted with blnek feathers,
Ha legs aro reddixh white, and its bill biack. Its nest is never

far from the ground, and ix formed of fine twigs and grass,

~

and the Enowswhito egpe nre not sz often taken by wischivvous

"0)'!: a8 the eggs of other of the Bermudian fentherad tribe
We do not know the scientiic nume of the Chick of the

illage, hut the tiny creaturn is very like a wren, nnd its nest

und VERE Tegemble thoke of the saine bird! . Tt measnres about
three incher: from - the extremity of its bitl to the tip of it
Lall, i n dark Yrown ‘colour with a fow dusky white fonthres
- Inlerapersed along its breast and the vdges of its wings,  Tix
- eyen and Lt ¢ Y
“White, 1)
nest in thy w

AEand togs are n dark colour, but ita eges aee plive
ir enids being dusted with tiny blnek mpecks. "!‘lm
rimr’n possearion, is buily with great ingenuity,
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being formed of coarse genss, {wigs and bark in the fork of,
and pendunt from, o slight eedar hough, Surgeon Griffith, R.A,
v:'h() Wag w:tb the writer in Bermuda, obtained and brought to
Cnglnnd a bird over whose genus a mystery not only hangs,
bt the existenes of the species has even been denied, and
stundard warke of Natural ‘History are silent about it.  Here
wenay gives its Bermadian name——the Culow.

An almost romuntic history hangs over the Cahow. In a
work published in 1629 by John Smith, Governor of Bermuda
l{:: gitys 2 ¢ The Cahow is a bird of the night, for all day xhé
Huw hid inhodes in the rocks, where they and their young are
tnkin \jnllx as mueh ease nxomay be, but in the nig.ht, if yon
tat badloo and whoop, they will light npon you, that with
your hands you miny chuse the fat and leave the lean—those
they hinve only in winter, Pheir rggs are white”

Another writer in 1738 (Purchas) says : ¢ Birds are erually
{\hund:mt. und varions, many of the spicies peculinr to the
islands; the most singulae was ane ealled Copehow or Cawlhie,
about the size of & plover, which cames forth only in the
durkest nights of November and December, hovering nver the
shore, muking a strange hollow and harsh howling, ‘The
mn.;«l approved method of taking them was by standing on
roeks by the sea side, whooping and hndloving, and making
the strangest outerdes, which attracted the birds until they
settled ono the very person of the hunter”  The only spot
where these bivds were thoughit to breed when the writer was
in Benmuda o fow vears sinee is Gurnet's Head—a solitary
erazuy and altast inaccessible Himestons rack rising abeaptly
ont of the sea,a little bevond the entranes: J
harbour,  The ocenn swoll that suree< a 1t it rungeed
ghdes prcelivhes Lading wponc it exosept in fine summer weather.
Surgeon Griftith, however, mmade an exearsion there, and
seenred and sl possesses two specimens of the Calow, which
have been kindly fent toaid in its deseription, The writer
belfeves the owner miay most fairly claim to be the first who
has added the Cabiow to an oraitholoagicnl collection, so we
pive w scientific description for the benefit of our readers:
Upper sarface of body, head, beak, wings sud tail, of a dull
Lk nnder surfive of the sami: white ; eves and feet jot
black ; webbed o 1l foat, with three toos, and o kind of
claw or spue o weichs ST ez, mensures 2 inches from the
root of B e et ool tadinnd 1] inches from the tip of either
witg 1 WL 2 dueh deng, black, and very hard, the upper
mandible turned down over the under like 8 hook ;) the epg
(they lay butoney s white, and the same size and shape as
that of n woald piioean. They lay in holes or ander projecting
petnts of rock, making no nest. The male and female are
invanaiiy found in the same hole, and protably take turn
and turn about in the prosess of incnbation. They see bt
imperfortdy o the day time, and are continnally blinking
their small exes, Their food nppedrs to be vegetable matters,
Same officers visiteid the rock dn 1347 snd landed 4 black
Loy, who ever stoutly maintained that in addition to varics
feit Birds amd egoes b secured twn Cahows. However, in pot-
titse into the bnat, be missed bis footing upset the boat and
Wwis nr,l."‘y c’.’“nw[:v':!, the whole of thee specimens amd eArirs
iinding & wat P 1940 two ottieers of the J2nd K-
wiment captared on the rocks two of the dusky Shearwatsr
¢Puflings Ohsonrs<y, bivds fanad o tle Calf of Man and the
seitty Isles, but theie description given by Bufon does not
tatly with that of the Caliow, though in some respects the
Cahow amd duxky Shearwater are alike.

My ascount of the Bernbuda binds wonld be
nletic withotut a tuotice of the boatswain bind,
breeding season, numbers of these birds, known
pates of ¥ Lonstdl™ or @ Boatswain” lay their eggs anld
rear their yorne in the odefts of the rovks that skirt mueh of
the coast, and without douht did the same ages before Ber-
mada was eolonized,  We Bave heand that the scientific name
of this bird is Phadten Atherens.  Having brought two with
their ez to Eaghanl, it is not difficule 1o give a description.
Wo nay remark that the gentleman whe S set ™ them wp, and
who does ot extensive business in that line, infored the
writer that he hnd never seen any birds resembling them.
They nre abont the oize of a teal, and theic body is thickly
covieresd seith wdossy white feathers, so that like gea gulls they
ape dificenit to shoot. Fhe feathers which overspread the
wings, neck, head and taii are almost entirely white; bt jet
lack feathers adgoe the Inner portion of the wings, and there
ix also n row jnst above the tail, from which preject two
wlender fawnevobrured feathers (with o toy black strip down
tieir contre) about twenty inches long. These latter feathers,
hewever, fall out before the bivds quit Bermudan—about
Ovctuber,

The beak is vellow, abont two inches long, and very power-
il the legs are ol more than twe-and-a-half inches long,
while the feet are black,  The bivds are web-tooted, and their
eves are black, and a fow dalicate black fonthers behind them
show in strong contrast to the white plamage. The ege is as
large as a hen's, and i5 chiocolate colour, with light brown
stains, The linds bite very severely, and the enterprising
naturalist will do well fo take care of his tiogers in
hamlling  live specimens The ¥ boatswains ™ live up-
on sea fish, and way b seen during spring and
snmmer bovering and darting over the sea close to their
hannts, mel overy now and s then dashing into the waves.in
pursuit of their proy., They are n-;um'\'}:\kvn when sxt.ting.m\
their vegs, aned as an ilhustration of thair number we mention
a Lunehabde incident of aogentiman passing throngh Bermuda,
He was anxious to obtain twoor three specimens, and without
Haniting the supply mashly offered 25 6. vach for any hn.-n;:ht
Bim within forty-cighit hours. Within the preseribied time a
black fehow areived with s suadl boatload, the vesult of a
geven of cizht hours” ot amd S let in™ our friend for about
et sprved him pizht)” was the public vendiet,
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THE PISHES 1IN BERMUDA WATERS,

Of the Rermudinn finny tribe there ixa Jong Hstobut it will
watfice to mention heee the most prominent—yiz. : Hoyg ﬁf)’-
groupers, i kerel, ponghy-shark, anzcl "”M. rock’ fish, Kx-
cureions to the grouper scronmd off St George S.]ilil‘!ll’zhﬂnh'll.‘.{
the scine it various sandy Inys varied by speeial fishing trips
in Bermuda yachts, woere atong one summer nmuseuents, Tn .
1860, w0 fish, supposed by many to boa young sea serpent, was
thrown on shore in Hungry Ray,  He was sixteen feet long,
and wlong his head mn a crest of thin long, red spines. .;\
lenuthy necount of the creature was pillv.llsln.-d’ in Hur'pcrs
Werkly paper, and in the fleelogist Tor 18607 Afier m;;!\s;.lur-
able controversy it was assigned tiv the m‘d--r‘of the Ribband
fish of the wgenus gymnetes, hut it was unfortunately much
mutilnted’ by its captors - The hiead and tail lu_\ve, however,

heen pregerved and bronght to England, and a Yankee has
hinted that their owner had: better munnfacture a body, + fix”
on the head and tail, and exhibit the creaturc as the far famed
fen gerpent,  ‘There was one bright summer morning that the
writer and three friends left Bermuda stretching away in the
background, and stood well out to sea inthe 4 Victoria™.for a
celebrated - finny town—the North Rock. ~ The land sank
lower and lower ; at length Bermuda appeared to be a strip of
dark green land, balanced between the cerulean ocean and
the szure dome above.  The soft sultry breeze was neither Loo
light nor too strong; it filled the white sails of the * Vie-
toris,” and wafted us merrily along the liquid plain until we
came to where we would lie. Then we let go our anchor on
a-coal ridge, turned the mainsail into an awning, and having
baited our large hooks let them sink to within a few inches of
the bottom of the Atlantie, threw a few dead small fish over-
board to atteact the big fellows, and hided our time, - We had
not long to wait, and every one in the course of the day had
the sutisfaction of catehing some monster—an enormons rock
fish, 84 1bs.; a gizantic porghy, 50 lbs.; a ahark three feet
long ; several groupers, ungainly, ugly fish, with mouths
exuctly like nnegro’s, and several smaller fish were our take.
The: black crew slew our prizes—all tolerable eating—as soon
as they were hauled on deck, and o strong cord run through
their gills they were towed astern the * Victoria” to keep
them sweet and fresh,

Onr labours aver, we filled the silver challenge vase—the
gift of H. R, H. Prince Alfred to the Bermmda Royal Yacht
Chnb—with that delicions compound champayn- cup, and
quaffed it nerrily, and the tropical snn was flooding the
horizon with a golden bath of dying light when we reached
the ¢ Vieteria's ™ moorings, .

Of late years the whale fishery has somewhat declined in
Bermuda, perhaps owing to the number annually taken by
the American whalers that gail ronnd its shores,  The species
most commonly met with is the Greenlund whale, (Baliena
mysticus) from the month of March to July., The more
raluable—thie spermaceti whale—(Physeter macrozephalus)
rarely {alls to the harpoons of onr ¢ Madian ” friends,  We
cannot better deseribe the process of the ¢ Mudian ™ whale
fishery in 1R60—a process not very suceessfnl, becanse the
noise of the Loat disturbs the ereatures—than by quoting a
commnnication sent by Mr. R, Norwood, of Bermuda, to the

Loyal Society of Landon, nearly fico hundred years azo,  “The
killing of whales,” he writes, ¢ hath been formerly att mpted
in vain, but within these two or three vears, in the spring
time: aal fair weather, they tike somatimes ore, two, or
theeo ina day, They are lesz, | hear, than those in Green-
Land, but more quick and lvely, 2o that if they be struck in
deep water, they presently make into the deep with such
violence that the boat is in dunger of being bauled down
after them if they cut not the ropee in time.  Therefore they
usually strike them in shoal water. They have very good
boats for that purpess, manued with six oars, such as they
cail row backwarts or forwards as occasion requireth, They
row up gently to the whale, and o be will searcely shun
them, and when the harpinesr, standing ready fitted, seos his
opportunity, b steikes his harpiug dron into thee whale,
ahaut ar betfore the fing, rather than towards the tayle, New
the harping trons are Hke these that are usual in England in
striking porposes, but singular good mewl that will not
break, but wind, as the y, about a man's hand. To the
harping iron is made fast a stafl which, when the whale is
struek, comes out of the secket, and so when the whale is
something quict, they hate np to him by the rope, and, it may
b, strike into him anothsr barping iron, or lance him with
lances in staves till they have killed bim: This U write by
relation, for 1 have not seen any killed myself. I hear not
that they have found any spermaceti inany of these whales,
but T have heard from eredible persons that there is a kind of
such as have the sperma at Eleutheria, and other of the
Babkama Islands, (where also they find often quautitics of
ambergrease) and that those have great teeth, (which ours
have not) and are very sinewey. One of this place (John
Perinchig) found one of them dead, driven upon an island,
and the', 1 think, ignorant in the business, yet got a
great guantity of spermaceti ont of it It seems they have
not much ovi, as ours ; but this ovl, T hear, is at frst all over
their bodies, like spermaceti, but they clarify it, T think, by
the fire. When I speak with him ¢(whom I could not meet
with  at present, and now the ship ix ready 1o sail) I shall
endeavour to be turther informed ; but at present with the
tender of my humble serviee to the Royal Seciety, and com-
mending vour noble designe to the blessing of the Almighty,
I take my leave,” &

A whale case gave the good Bermuda lawyers some employ-
ment at the assizes in 1837, Two boats belongingto the
same company went in chase of a whale, and one of them
approaching closely, the creature was struck, splitting the
boat as it made off,  The whale was agmin struck  from the
other boat, which, by some mishap, was also damaged, and
away went the whale into Castle Hacbour, towing the seconl
boat after-it.  For some reason—probably terror—rthis boat
did not, as it vught ‘to have done, pull up to the whale amd
despatch if, but remained inactive for about an hoar, the
whale all the time plunging about the harbour, and, as they
term i, ¥ feeling for the boat.”  Another whaling cempany,
disgusted st this pusillanimity, despatched s boat to the
slanghter, which pulled up to the prize and killed it, but as
the first company persisted I refusing either to allot this
boat any share of the earcase, or to give any remuneration, its
owner brought an action at’ the ensuing assizes, and was
awarded fifty pounds for work and Inbour.  Whale beefis a
favourite dish with the coloured population, and was not !
despised at the Artillery and Engineer mess-dinner, being a
better dish than the horrid beef weekly imported in the shape™’
of anefent cattle,  We think o description of the operation of
cutting- up the whale, ¢, ¢ dinching,” would hardly edity
our readets, so we omit further meuntion, ‘

(1 be conlined.)

NuMuri. or -Laxaraces Srowey.—A statistician has taken
the pains to caleniate the number of languages spoken, and
prts the nnmbir at 3,064, - The number of men is about equal
to-the number of women, The average of human life is
about 33 yéarx.  One quarter die before the ageof 9. One
half hetare the age of 177 T every 1,000 persons, one only
reaches 100 years, There ave on earth 1,000,000.000 of inhabi-
tants, - Of these 33,333,333 die every year; 7,780 every hour,
and 60 every minute—or one for every second, . These losses
are-about balanced by the number of births,. .




