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“ THE PEASANT

OF FORTUGAL. |

swordsman, and swimmer ; the fleetest of foot,
and strongest of armn of oll his vouthful competi-
tors. . With infinite’ good-humonr did the von-
quished retive, from the contest, and with one
voice confoss his superiority. A young nobleman
‘having chanced to see him: wrestling on ane of
thesc oceasions, was' 50 strick with his figure of
gigantic height, and extraovdinary musenlar
power, eambined with exquisite grace aud agilicy,
that the informed himsell of his story and char-
aeter, and offered to secure to hiny snch an income
as would, with his bride’s dower, render him in-
dependent of all future eaprices of fortime.

“ You are well hors,” said the Marquis de Ma-
rialva ; ¢ there can e no doubt of it : allow me
the merit of restoring you to your proper stativn
in society.” g

“ Ay lord, yon must not think me the less
grateful for your intention Leeause T reject your

“favours,” Lam very proud in my own pacticulnr
‘manner.. I would not eondeseend to be one ol a
' body whomight holil themselves disgraced by my
ivele ; T shoubl il back on
them, all, and more lh L all, tile contempt they
would. lavish upon mé. But I have energies
within mie that shall not perish by feeding -on
g and < feelings - thog - shall’
{The time- may come’ that
my conitry will need an undnunted soul, when
one fearless and determined spirit nay change the
fortune of a day;—then will Tmake n name for the
nnmolesc, aud I shall -xsk no_prouder title, thm
the l’on:nnln[‘]‘ 'tu’*.\l Y o may smile.ny lord;

but T'wonld rather “be, the ‘one who shoull have
i saved or died for his cotniry—vather dl"ml_) the

admission into thef

lord of the lnrgest territory ‘and most ancient
name in the civilized world.”
" When with fushed chieck and burning brew
Juan thus gave expression to an-inward sense of
pm\crlmt vet mudified into distinet forn and na-
ture, he little -imagined that the danger was. al-
ready at haud which, in the spivit of sul prophe-
ey, he thus anticipsted 3 but the suddenness of
the demand for his exartions only gave theui add-
ed furce and vigour, Ahhou"h so:lately a hap-

oy Dridegroom, he propmutl to leave- his lovely.
wile without a murmur ; and '\In'rrucu(n. hec(l-
Yess of the danger that threatened from without,
tenderly reproached her husband for quitting her
on their byidal dny. 1fe was already on the thres-
hold, but he returned tokiss the tear from theeheck
‘of ‘his beloved, and to assure her ihat the desire

to ive birth to-the powers it merely called info
action.; ‘With perfect presence of. mind, and an
air of palm decision, did’he give orders . for the
defence of the village ; and they were the most -
skilful and judicious that could have been conceis
ved and executed upon the spur af the moment,
Then unsheatling his, father's sword,—the rude
pillow of kis infancy,—he eonjured the nssembled
villagers, all vigorous and robust men, fo. fight
to the death for their homes, their \mcs, and
their children. )
“We shall Ine—uc will live, my friends, to’ -
press once more ta onr bosoms those dent ones,
who witl he all the deaver for the' danger they
will heve ineurred.  But should we full, we will
make an impassable barrier with. our Lodies,
which the most hardened proflignte shull tremblo -
to violate;—we will purchase, by dur'de"uhs, tho
right of lmnoumble uenlmeut for vur wiv

d.m-'hl
* A1l hailed the cnlhu\msm of !hc young spcnlter
as the hernld of suceess ; and never was n French
regiment, instinetively braveas they are, nigt with
more determined hostility, or a stronger spirit'of
iProvoked that nihandlul of Dortu--
hnuhl lhspute_lhc event with a
‘ "\"upnleon, and
\\nh numcrou: mmhs oi‘ dlslnu.uon,
lard- cnmcd ple-cmmcncc hc cnmm-\nduwofr
cer gave. his:nen permission’ 10; ‘it the s illnge to
fire and sword, -aml pillage and mnssnere, ay, their.
own unlicensed will, its unfortunate mh.xlnlnnlq. N
But the peasantry were fighting at their own
threshalds for the olives and viney: .uds that f‘ormed
' their little store of wealil ; they were no hire-
lings, paid so much a d'l\' fur shr.'ddmrr tleei
bloud in'a ecanse ‘they neither f‘dl.nor umlersmud'
They. were o snmplc pmple and lcne\v little of th
pmful urrlm'on ofluh-rs, horn'of \\cnlmesg, yet
pm\orful in-its, conacqucnce: i like o lighted :
brand iu'the forest, which, borne:on the wings
“uof ithe \\'m(l compcla the Joftiest trees to yield
their gl'eon lmnmlrs to swell the lhmc,—-llu I‘oml :
and fuel to its pri lc and glory,  They were men.. <.
urged to.despe 3 aud what had their en
mies to oppose (o usmlluencc" They bad num: >
bm_mcrunqnw numhorq 5 -and good discipline,
‘unid able Lommnndcrs, and more than all this,
‘they had revenge ; which urged them to urcnk
‘upon the helpless n,.ul unresisting, when the__su ong -
had fullen; the deaths of their compnnibns in.
arms. I: would have been merey,—a mcrc) Ii
tle un(lersloml by a ferocious soldiery,—had the
;only stabbed their. vietims to the he i

resistanee:

guese. pcnsﬂm

of fame, and the wish to distinguish himself, ori-
ginated in his.anxiety to prove himself \\orth) of-
“her 3 nnidt he said troly,': One g onL passion in its .

mighty flow Tiad avoused ever y dornmnt fncult) of ;

tal Tust nnd burning wnf'cnnce were not' .to beso
satinted ; they :hshonom ed,- ere thc} deslroyed
. lo dcpmo demh of; nll consolnhon-—of erery] ml;

his bem and Llnt mth sdch rupldn} as to secm




