A CHAPTER FROM WACOUSTA.

Then bursting into a wilg ard scornful laugh : <« By
heaven 1 1o exclaimed, * this is indeed a high com-
Pliment You pay me at the expense of these fine fel-
lows. What, Colonel de Haldimar afraid to liber-
ate an unarmed prisoner, hemmed in by a forest of
bayonets? This is good ; gentlemen,” and he bent
himsef i, a sarcastic reverence to the astonished
troops, « beg to offer my very best congratulations
on the high estimation in which You are held by your
Colone],»

“Peace, sirrah 19

exclaimed the governor, en-
Taged beyond measy

re at the insolence of him who
thus held him up to contempt before his men, ¢ or,
by heaven ! I will have your tongue cut out 1—M;.
8Wson, let what this fellow requires be procured
i"“'letiila.ttaly."‘ Then addressing Lieutenant Boyee,
"ho commanded the immediate guard over the pri.
S0ner,—« et his hands be liberated, sir, and enjoin
Your men to be watchful of the movements of thig
Supple traitor. His activity 1 know of old to be
Breat, and he seems to have doubled it since he as.
Sumed hqy garb.”?
he command was exccuted, and the prisoner
8lood, once more, free and unfettered in every mus-
cular limp, A deep and unbroken silence ensued ;
nd the return of the adjutant was momentarily ex-
Pecteq, Suddenly a loud seream was heard, ang
the slight figure of & female, clad jn white, came
Mshing from the piazza in which the apartment of
® deceased De Haldimar was situated. It was
A2 The guard of Waeousta formed the fourth
front o the square ; but they were drawn up some-
"hat in the distance, so as o leave ap open space
Several foet at the angles. Through one of these
excited girl now passed into the area, with o
dness in her ajr and appearance that riveted
Very eye in painful interest upon her. She paused
Ot untij ghe had gained the side of the captive, at
8¢ feet she now sank in an attitude expressive of
‘:‘Im?st profound despair.

'8er !~ monster 1 ghe raved, “restore
bmtller! , !

—give me back the gentle life you have

;::‘n, OF destroy my own ! See, T am a weak de-
meelen girl: can you not strike 1—you have no
7 for innocent. Byt come,” she pursued

A ""‘f“‘"y, regaining her feet and grasping his jron
= come and seo the sweet calm face of him
slain :—come with me, and behold the
of Clara Beverley ; and, if you ever loved her
You sqy Jou did, let your sou] he touched with re-

O Your crime.”

CXCitement gpq confusion produced by this
interruption was great. Murmurs of
for the unhappy Clara, and of indigna-

Prisoner, were no longer sought to
theiy b by themen ; while the officers, quitting
o ,n‘:’lel.ln the ranks, grouped themselves indis-
thag p;. 7 i0 the fore. groyng. One, more impatient

sprang forward, and foreibly
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drew away the delicate hand that stiil grasped that
of the captive. It was Sir Edward Valletort,
“Clara, my beloved wife !’ he exclaimed, to the
astonishment of all who hearg him, pollute not
your lips by further communion with such a wretch H
his heart is as inaccessible to pity as the rugged
rocks on which his spring-life was passed. For
heaven’s sake,—for my sake,—linger hot within his

reach. There is death in his very presence.”
* Your wife, sir 1”? haughtily observed the gover-
nor, with irrepressible astonishment ang indignation

in his voice; ““what mean you ?—Gentlemen, re=
sume your places in the ranks, Clara— Miss de
Haldimar, I command you to retire instantly to your
apartment. We will diseourse of this later, Sjr
Everard Valletort. I trust You have pnot dared to
offer an indignity to my child.”

While he was yet turned to the officer, who had
taken his post, as commanded, in the inper angle of
the square, and with 8 countenance that denoted the
conflicting emotions of his soul, he was suddenly
startled by the confused shout ang rushing forward
of the whole body, both of officers and men. Be-
| fore he had time to turn, a loud ang well~remember
ed yell burst upon his ear. The next Mmoment, to
his infinite surprise and horror, he beheld the bold
warrior rapidly ascending the very staff that haq
been destined for his scaffold. ang with Clara i his
arms !

Great was the confusion that ensued. To rush
forward and surround the flag-staff, was the imme-
diate action of the troops. Many of the mep raised
their muskets, and in the excitement of the moment,
would have fired, had they not been restrained by
their officers, who pointed out the certain destrye.
tion it would entail on the unfortunate Clarg, With
the rapidity of thought, Wacousta had snatched yp
his victim, while the attention of the troops wag gj.
rected to the singular conversation Passing between
the governor and Sir Everard Valletort, ang darting
through one of the open angles already alludeq to,
had gained the rampart before they had recovered
from the stupor produced by hiy daring action,
Stepping lightly upon the Pegs, he had rapidly as.
cended to the utmost height of these, before any one
thought of following him; and then grasping in his
teeth the cord which was to have served'for his exe-~
cution, and holding Clara firmly against his chest,
while he embraced the smooth staff with his knees
and feet closely compressed around it, accomplished
the difficult ascent with an ease that astonished al}
who beheld him. Gradually, as he approached the
top, the tapering pine waved to and fro: and at
each moment it was expected, that yielding to their
united weight, it woulq snap asunder, and precipi-
tate both Clara and himself, either upon the ram-
part, or into the ditch beyond.

More than onc officer now attempted to follow
the fugitive in hijs adventurous course ; but gyep




