
Eugitated, as by the Swift passage of
somo poriderous body. Thon tliere
came a crash and a concussion, wvhich
nearly deprived him of bis broatli and
bis senses nt the saine timo. Spring-
ing to his feet, Arthur cssayed to pais
out froint his resting plaee, but Nvas
horrified to find ilînt ho %vas barred in,
at the distance of Iess tban six feet in
front, while on cither side lie could
only move a 1èW stejis liclère lie be-
caine tightly wedged between the oiff
and sometbing unvielding as itself.
Looking upivards, lie could only dis-
cern a tîxin lino of sky; and at once
the hon-ors of bis situation broke upon
Ilim ivith ail theiralarming rcalit ' . A
huge mass of rock had fallen fromý tie
ciff and buried hini ini a living tomb.
Cold as was bis narrow cbaîîiber, the
perspiration burst from bis forehead,
and trickled down bis face, while bis
imagination liccame LŽ'isy wvitlî the fu-
ture of bis sojourn i this dismal den,
inoluding the olosing scene-thewast-
ing body and tic fiuttoring breath.

0, it ivere horrible to tbink of bis dy-
ing thus--that biis bontes shiould whiten
on that roek-that no0 oye should rest
upen bis romains until the last dread
trump sbould eall the deÉd te life!

By degrees his courage revived, and
haiug once stared death full in the
face , hoe began te look with more calini-
ness on the inatter; and at length ro-
solved te wvait patiently for the retuirn
cf dayliglht. WVenriIy, however (for
altbough ho niight have slept but for
the chull that crept over bis limbs, hie
had enough te do te keep bis blood in
circulation), the hours of the niglit
wore on. Wbnt ivas bis doliglit,
therefore, on awakening, or raLlier
sbaking off a sort of stupor that fell
upon hum towards morning, to por-
ceive the daylight struggling tlirough
the crevices of bis narrow prisoni-bouse.
As soon ns lie could sec with sufficient
distinctness, hoe comrnenced a close
inspection cf bis narroiv domicile, in
hope of discovering some hale or frac-
ture in the rock, through wvhich hoe
might escape, but a brief exainination
convinced Min that bis hopes iii that
direction wero groundflcss.

Thstead, howcvcr, of giving hiniseîf
up te despair, ns onc less fruitful in ne-
sources, or less self reliant mighit have
donc, Arthur sat down te consider
îvhathlermigit yet do. Manuyplana cf

escape presented tlinselvcs, allcf
which u-cre nejeted as inîipracticable,
-without the aid of more rouscular or
meclianical power than hie had at bis
cotiniiýud. At last the idea oeurred
te hlmii, that the fluor cf bis prison
nii-lht net be solid. Spriuging onze
more te bis foot, ho comnmenced ne-
îneving the Icaves .and luain, and at
the distance cf about et foot front the
surface, lie came te the rock, aiid te
bis inexpressible dolighlt, discovercd
that the ficer wvas ccniposed cf stones
wvhicli could lie easily nemoved. After
a good deal cf labor, hoe succeeded in
raising one of thein ; anetiier folle'wved,
and another, matil ho bail cleared a
passage four-fiftbis of the way, as hoe
judged, te the cuter edgeocf the fallen
rock. lie non, began te coxîg.ratulate
bimnself upon the success cf bis experi-
ment, aud nlrcady lcoked upon bis
escape as certain, wibn, alas! hie dis-
covercd that the onîy stone tliat stili
stood betwveen huqa and freedom was
wedg-e-sliaped, with Uic edge turned
in-%ard, se that it ceuld net lie dravm
towards bine; and as it was lîeld in iLs
place by otlior atones beltind it, and
those that were toc large te be ne-
nîoved on each side, there was ne pos-
sibility cf gotting it eut cf the way.
It wvns iiow mnid-day ; biis nails baad
been torn, and the ends cf bis fingens
%wern off with bis work, and lie foît in-
capable of nnaking any fresli exention,
nd for the finst ime a fceling cf des-

pair took. possession of liai.
But bila ias net Ltie inid ta give

up while a chance of escape nemained.
After eating a sniall pioe of muent,
whieh lie bappened te liave in bis
knapsack, anmd slaking bis thirst as
best ho could, 'nithi the scanty water
tlîat tricklcd down tlîe rock, hoe began
te wark on the aide of the cavern op-
posite to thnt i which ho had been
oxcavating, but mot ivith ne encour-
agement. *After that hoe Lried tl'.e
fron)t, but with ne better succcss-

At Iongth, wveary and dispirit-ed, ho
thrcw biinscîf on the gnound, and gave
himself up te torturirig tliouîglts, until
sleep-blessed slcep-camire te bis re-
lief, and lie wist net that the long
sliadeovs wene d.inkcnin-, the valle3, or
that the golden shicen was witbdrawing
front the nieuntaiji tops, or that niglit
liad settlcd down on bis mystie abode.
Hloiv sad te tbink cf tiie waLing!
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