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NOTES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Wo are always glad to hear from “Momoria,” buy
any account o? t,ﬁo late meoting of the Assembly
is now rathor post horam.

British Dmevicnw Lrestyieriiy,
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1875.

MINUTES OF ASSEMBLY.

These acts and minutes we observe are
now disfributed, and ought to be read and
studied over by all who take an enlightened
jnterest in the progress of the Presbyterian
Church.

.

SABBATH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
OF CANADA.

This sssociation holds its twelfth Provin-
cial Convention for Ontario and Quebez 1n
Conlral Chureh, Hamilfon, on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday, 12th, 18th,
and 14th Octobor next. We have no doubt
that the attendancs will be evea largor
than usual, and thai greater good will re-
pult from the maetings.

N

DOMINION PROHIBITORY CON-
VENTION.

We observe that a Dominion Prohibitory
Convontion is to be held in Montreal on
September 15, 16, 17, for the purpose of ex-
citing a deeper interest in the cause of pro-
hibition, and thus more speedily securing
jts triumph, The following subjects are to

-be brought up for discusson s—

1. “Would o Prohibitory Liquor Law, if
now passed, be effective 2"

2, “In order to seture the necessary
combination of influence to bring about
Tegislation, is it desirable to make Prohibi-
tion a distingt issue at the Polls 2"

8. “Would the passage of o Prohibitory
Liquor Law, depeudent for ratification
npon the decision of o majority of the olec-
tors of the Dominion by & Plcbiscite, ac-
complish the object in view 2" o

4. “Would a law that meicly prolibited
the manufacture, importation and sale of
ardent spirits, be sufficient just now as
preliminary step towards total Probibition?”

&, “Wou'd the abolition of Tavern,
Shop, and Saloon Licenses, without inter
fering with the domestic use of iutoxicating
liqnors, meet the wishes of Temperance
men at the present stage of the movement?”’

The convention meets in New Union
Hall, Ti2% Craig Street, Montreal, on
‘Wednesday, Sop. 15th, at 2 p.wa.  Some of
the more prominent advocates of Prohibi-
tior have been invited to be present. Dele-
gates from all temperance organizations in
the Dominion sre cordially invited to be
present. Wo hope the meeting will bo 2

great guceess.

PAGANISM AND THE PRESS.

From s recent Buffalo Courier, we maske

tho following extraots:
« New York, August 18,

“1f you should happen to kuow a piace
{hat wants some raiz we d be glad to sup-
gly it. 'That old heathen Jupiter Pluving,
wiill showers his favors on us altogether teo
ficely. We're tired of "enz, and getting out
of humer with the whole tinng. It 1s rain,
rain, rain, day and night, ali the time, and
the cost of keeping up a stock of umbrelias
ja really quite heavy. Dealers in theso
artioles are the only persons doing any
business. Xor my own part I have n't
been obliged to patronize any of 'em yot,
my opportunities for borrowng holding out
better than I could have expected; bat
thore is s limit to every thing oxcept
remarks coocerning  Jay  Gould, and
it is probable that if Jupiter P. doesn't hold
up pr.tty soon I'll find myself at the end
of my resources.”

$ JUPITER ON THE RAMPAGE—~—THE FATAL RE-
SULTS OF HIS LETTING LOOSE ONE oOF
TUE BOLTS.

« BosToN,-Aug. 20.—A thunderbolt this
p.. struck the workmen employed on the
new ineans asylam, at Dauvers, and ia-
ptantly killxd & man named Sallivan, of
Salem, and prostrated John Farqubar, of
PBoston."
soDid these exiracts show mo Jites, and

could even sabstitute Naples for Now
York, nud Athens for Boston, we might
epsily imagine the composition tobe payan,
the writers to bo scoptical old hoathens,
and the manuecript to have been dug up
recently by the excavators nt Pompeii.

It displays not only profanity but great
hearilosrnoss, to wrile of these raine that
have desolated Jarge regions of the United
Btates, oand brought poverty and oven
death to hundreds of homes, in language
like the above, in whioh & xaicroscops could
not find one grain aven of third-class wit,

Bat tho style of thio socond extract is still
more offonsive If there is avy thing in
this world fitted {o awo the mind rul
bonish frivolity from the lips, it is to ssc &
man in the full possession of 11fe aud health
struck to the gronnd a lifeloss corpse by a
thunderbolf, Aud forsooth this isto be a
subjeot for ribald fun. Wo aro glad that the
tolegraphio dopartmont is not responsible
for the profanity; for we sce that tho mes-
sage as it flashed over the wire, is couched
in brief but proper words, as if the meu
operating folt that they were sending
abrond & sorrowfnl fact that might carry
grief to places and persons one knows not
whero. The offensive and sensational
heading is due to the office of the newspa-
per from which these exiracts aro taken.
That is the trbute such papers ns the
Courier pay to tho vulgar craving for ‘¢ the
fanny,” which has been fostered in Ameri-
can gociety by writera who think thero is
wit in bad spelling and blasphemy, It is
& remarkable instance cf the position into
which many newspapers are fast drifting,
(shops for solling news and opinions in best
markets and to plenge the most cnstomurs)
that tho paper from which we mako these
disreputable extracts is the paper that
boasted again and again of having furnish-
ed the fullest reports of the great Sabbath
School gathering at Lake Chatauqua.

“As for jest.)” Lord Bacon snys, (and
American newspapers sadly need the ad.
vice) ** these bo cortain things which ought
to be privileged from it, viz.: religion, mat-
ters of slate, groat persons, any man's great
business of importance, and any case that
deserveth pity.” Yet there be some that
think their wits have been agleep excopt
they dart out something that is piquant
and to the quick. That is o vein which
should be bridled. Parce, puer, stimulis,
et fortius utereloris. .

“THAT THEY MAY BE ONE."

As appears from recent minutes of the
Huron Presbytery, an interesting and im-.
poriant union has bean effected botweon
the two congregations of Presbyterians in
the town of Goderich. The two congroga-
tions in that 4own, St. Andrew's Church
and Knox Church, each having its own
minister, agreed to petition Presbytery to
be made one congrogation on the under-
standing that the services of both ministers
be retained, and that the selaries of the
mivistors of the proposed United congre-
gation bo the same, (and we suppose paid
by the same partics) as heretofore. In the
prayer of the petition and in its general
arrangements the Presbytery heartily ac-
quicsced, and the two congregations are
now ore. Xoew tlus union will work 18 a
matter m the faturs, but the very best
issue may bo expected from the character
of both pastors, and from the spirit 1n which
the two congrogations and the Presbytery
have manifested in the matter.

The union in Goderich, and another we
see’announced in Iredericton, New Bruns-
wick, between the two congregations there,
show us how gsoor and how well the Gen-
eral Union of our Presbyterian Churches
is realizing the hopes of its advocates.
One of the strong arguments indeed for
union was that, 1 willages and towns
where there were two congregations and
only room for onme, it would make two
weak congregations mto one strong con-
gregation.

There arve three possible positions in
winel: two weak congrogations, (standing
1n apparent opposition, and yet now in vir-
tue of tho union within one Churc¢h) may
find themsolves.

1. It mey lappen that both congrega-
tions are vacant.
donbt as to what ought to bo done, nor dif-
ficulty wo should suppose as to how to do
i, Let the two congregations, forgetting
and furgiving, if there i3 not reom for two,
unite at, once, and proceed to the calling of
a nunister that will be aecoptable tr both
part:es.

2. I* may happen, howerver, in other in.
stances that bu * congregstions are sup-
plied with ministers. Where there are two

munisters, and room only for one, it has

been suggested by some that both should
resign and leave tue field clear for a
stranger. Without referring to the harsh-
166s of tius plan, and the hardships it might
impose on {wo pastors aund their {amilies,
it is enongh for its rojection te consider
that even after the two pastors had cach
resigued his charge, there might be no
certainty that the two congregations wonld
uuite. They mught still remain apart, and
even prooead to eall twn miaisters in room
of the very men who had sacrificed them.
selves on a bare probability of unfon.

In that caso there 18 no i

Whore thera are two congregations that
should bo united, and two suinisters, things
had batter go on guietly till God in His
providence, which movos somotimes slowly
but always benoficiently, brings about n
union 3 ne they may try the experiment of
doing as they have dono in Goderioh, The
two congregations may be formed into a
collogiate charge as it is callod in 8cotland,
haviog ono organization and two pastors.
The difficulties in the way of this mode of
solving the diffieulty o : (1) the dangor of
misunderstanding between the pastors in
this partnoshup of work and responsibility ;
and (2) the danger of the congregation,
tu the absolive of the stimulus of rivglry,
finding the burden of supparting {wo min-.
isters whore one might suilice, tuo mack for
thaeir strongth and hberahty., But where
tho two pastors ars wise men, and the two
congregations msinly composed of calm
reasonalle people ia competont circtum.
stances, it will be found that this plan,
(that, viz., adopted in Goderich) has these
benefits following: (1.) It allays at once
tho feolings of hostility to one another
which 18 apt to spring up where two con-
grogations ave struggling for dear life, ana
tonds to make them fecl that now at length
thoir life is ono and their intorests common,
(2.) It sots the hands of the pastors free
for more work. Instead of two services
going on within a fow yards it may be of
one another, it brings the two econgrega-
tions under one voice at that, service and
sends the other voice to spoak that tune
clsowhore, acd where he may bo mdly
needed. (8.) Itopens up, and tul is its
main advantage, the prospeet of one pas-
torate in course of time. After a scason
one of the ministers may in the natural
course of things be called sorewhere elss,
or he may resign to retire from active
work, or he may be called to hig last, and
then without any noise or trouble the reins
of undivided responsibility will drop into
the hauds of the remainiug pastor.

4. It may happen that ane congregation
may have a pastor and the othor congrega.
tion maybe vacant. TIn this case it may per-
haps feel Lhard for the vacadt congregation
to go undor the pastaral care of one whom
they never called to be their umster. But
to ask that the other comgregation should
dismiss its pastor in order to bring the two
congregations to the same position would
ba o very harsh and unreagonable request.
This course might be felt a sad sacrifice by
the congregation; it might inilict great
hardship also on the pastor; and, after all,
it could hardly be eXpected that God wonld
prosper union negotiations that invelved
such unjust demands, and the end might
be that tho congregations still remain two
even in gpite of the cruel desd of sending
adrift a pastor who may have done ureat
sorvice in that very congregation and dis-
trict. The only reasomable plan in a case
of this kind is that the congregation that is
vacant should fall under the pastsrnl over-
sight of the settled- pastor. If this eaumot
be done let the vacant congregation call a
manister of its own, (if it thinks it cau sup-
port him,) and go on 1its way in peace.
After obtaimng its own pastor, it and the
other congregation may then, on equal
terme, unite after thé fashion of the
Goderioh congrogations, waiting God's
time to bring the two under one pastor in
& way accordant with kind feelings and
upright dealings.

At Pow Perry, on Monday, the 28rd
inst., the Rev. W. M, Roger moderated n
a call which resulied in favour of Rev. J.
Douglas, late of Remptville.

Tue Kov. A. C. Gilliez, of Sherbrooke,
N.8., has reccived and accepted & unani-
mous call from the First Presbv*erian Con-
gregation of Virginia City, Novada. Salary
42,000,

CnarLES STREET PRESBYTERIAN SABBATI
Scueou.—The annual pie-nic of this pros.
peroue Sabbath School was held i the
Queens Park on Thursday, the 206th nlt.
The weather was most delightful. The at-
tendanco was Iaxge, aud the day was one
| real enjoyment, -both to old and young,

i AT tho last meeting of the Presbytery of
Saugeen, held in Harriston, the Rev. R, C.
Moffat, of Walkerton, reported that an old
acquaintanco of his, lately daceased, had
Ieft by will the sum of six thougand dollars,
to the Iato Canada Presbyterian Church,
for Home Mission purpoges, asthe S preme
Court might direot. The interest is to go
to certain relatives, and at theh death the
principal to tne charch. Mr, Moffat was
! instructed by the Presbytery to scoure, at
its expense, a certified copy of the will,

Las1 Sabbath evening the Town ITall of
‘Walkerton was filled full on tho ocoasion of
8 aermon by theRev. R. C. Moffat. The
theme was “The Humau Soul aud its
Desuny, Isit to be Annihilation, Ur -ers-
alism, o Eternal Glory # Aithough only
introductdry to a thorough discussion of
these topics, and much longer than his ser-
mons Wsuslly, it was-listoned to with very
great interest, anrd, judging from the
crowd as-they retired, it won't-be forgotten
$00%.

Ve obsexve that tho Rov. Mr, Brupe, of
Newrmarket, has accapled the call Jatoly
addressed to him from 8t, Cathannes. Mr
Brnee has dere a good work for some yenrs
peat in Newmarket and Aurora, and his
many friends will rejoico to hear of even
o largs measwre of success attending his
Inbouia in-his new sphere of operations.

T, wil be gratifylng to many to hear of
thie continued prugress of Presbyterinnisin
i Toronto, There are now ten sottled
Presbytorian pastors in this oity, withevery
prospect of the number being increased at
no distant day. Ia all tho older congre-
gations there s not n singlo pow to-bo had,
in some not even & single sitting, while in
the case of both Bay Street and Contral
Cuurches, the attendunce siuce the seltle-
wments of the Rev, ,Messrs. Smith and
Mitchell bave been a great deal larger than
the most sangnine could have anticipated.
Both are in faot so largely attended that in
o very short time the full capacity of the
buildings will seotningly be reached., Tins
is the more gratifying that the atfendance
upon the other Churches lias not been
sonsibly affectod. When the uew St. An-
drew's Church hins been comploted still
more accommodation will bo seoured, as
there will, we bolieve, be a nucleus left in
the present St. Andrew’s to form a new
congregation. Such an arrangement will
be most becoming, and will be in the true
spirit of gonwme Church extension. Bt.
Mark's also in the west ond is progressing
most favourably.

Book Beviews.

Tue Quarterry Review for July con.
tains articles on the following subjects:
I. The Tirst Stewart in England—Von
Ranke, Pattison, Spedding, Gardiner. II.
Jamaica. IIT. Virgil in the Middle Ages.
IV. Baloons and Voyages in tho Air. V.
The * Theatre Franecais.” VI, Frlconry
in the British Isles. VII, Memoirs of
Count de Segur—>lore about Napoleon.
VIII. Tennyson's Queon MMary. X.
Church Liw and Church Prospects. The
artetes 1n the QUARTERLY sre generally
both interesting and able, with, of course,
& strong conservative leating, if not bias.
This isa very good number.

ORDINATION ADDRESS.

Editor BR1TI1818 AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN,

Sir,—The following address was deliver
od by the Rev. D, Morrison, M.A., of
Owen Sound, at the ordination of tho
Rev. Mr. Somerville, M.A., on the 15th
August,

Being prosent, and considering 1ts pabli-
cation would be a hoon to the Church, the
undersigned requested leave to have it
printed 1n the Pressyrenian, and as merit
is always modest, it was ounly graunted on
our assuwming all responsibility.

J. M. Caserox. R. PETTIGREW.

You will now sufior the word of exhorta-
tion whick I am required to give you in the
name of the Presbytery. You will regard
yourself addressed ns au ancient preachor
was addressed :(—* Scn of e psaith the
Lord, I I:ave made thee s wa.climan unto
the house of Israel, theref. %dar the word
of My mouth, and give tl\‘é}g Warning from
Me.” It was the duty of the Wwatchman to
pace thoss kigh walls that sarcounded the
city night and day—to keep a look-out for
danger—and as soon as he saw the approach
of an enomy, or any appearance of those
sudden onsets so common in nomad tribes
in those early days, to sound the alarm and
give due warning to all concerned, other-
wise God would require the blood of the
slain at his hand,

. Tho application is ohvious. Every min-
ister ig appointed to wateh over the in-

[ toresta of tho Church aud especially that

i
1
i

! brother, and you will be

portion of it—those families and individ-
uals coustituting his own charge. Over
these tho Presbytery has been watching for
now fully a year, and very willingly they
now mako this great trust over to you, my
expected to watch
over them as one that has to give an <a-
count. Some of them nre already within
the fold, and sume of them have yot to be
gathered in—somo are young and some
are old—some are ignorant and some sre
tairly instructed—some aro well and
some are rather slenderly endowsd, bat
each and all aro precions in the sight of the
Chief Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.
He has bought them, redecmed them with
& great price, and secing they are so preci-
ous in Hix«ight let them be precions in yours.
Beek to becme personally ecquainted with
every ono «  tiem, that you may warn the
uurtly, eswmfort the feeble minded, support
the wesk—n short, that you mauy warn
3ver_y; lmstm, teaching every man in all wig-

om tliat you may present over: -
fact before God. e FOL man pex

If any.one be found -walking disorderly,
or remainmag st o distaice from @ed, no
inatter how fair his outward life,—youn
can't bo silent, for +f you give the man
o warming, and he goes on in his wicked
way, he shall die iry his iniquity, but his
blood God will require at your hand, If
thou forboar to deliver thoro that are drawn
unto death, and those that aro roady to be
slain, andsay, “ Behold, I kne'wft not ;
doths notho that pondoreth the heart con.
sider it, and he that keopeth the soul, doth
lio not know it, and shall he not render to
evory man according o his deeds.”

On the cousts of every country, and the
great rivers like our own 8t. Lawrende,
there are Iight-honses erested upon the
dangerous points, and there in summer

and in winter—in .alm and ix sform~~the unexplsined hopes an

clear warning light shines, and shines
all tho movre cleatly nccording fo the dark.
ness, and even ns the mariner draws noar,
bo knows precisely his bearings aud his
dangers,  But quench those watch.fires
that cast these brightlights aver the ¢ wigo
waste of waters,” nud who can doseribe
tho desolation—the wreck and ruin—that
would be scottored along our shores in one
gopson—one night?  Hora is a vessol draw-
ing nigh to 8t, Panl's in the Gulf,  Every
pail is gat, and every minute tolls upon her
progress. 'Theroe is joy and gladness among
tho passengors, and the sound of the harp
and the violin is in their feaste, for the
ocean s nently crossed, and swest thoughts
of home and happinesa lighten up every
countenance. But the night 18 dark and
the friendly liglt iz gone, The keeper is
taking his ense, or ho hns negleotod his
duty, nnd the coneequenca is that the vessel
is dashed npon tho rocks, and all perish
gave here and there u strong seamsan in his
agony makes I8 way to o plank or gpar
and saves himsell. Thoreave other vessels,
my brother, that cross the deep in danger -
of making shipwrook of thomselves. There
fivo vessely laden with roason, freighted
with intelligence, with noblo faculties that
ave liable to go astray and founder in the
darkness. Thoere may be somo liers who
ave in ignorance and ont of the way——somo
on whoee dangerous path ns warning light
ovor shines, in whose ear no pleading note
eveor comes-—boneath whoso cheorless home
no Bible is ever read, and no prayorisever
heard—young persons, it may be, who
have none to eare for their sonls. But yon
whosaro set for the rige and fall of many in
Terael, cannet see thom going down to da-
stenction without raising your loving voice,
and putting forth that holy inflnence which
Godll]ms put in your power. Others may
bo careless—neighbours, parents, elders,
Sabbath-sohool tenchers—but you cannot ;
for if any one be lost through yourcarcless-
ness, he to whom all souls are precious
will require his blood at yonr hand, and
will eay in effect: ** Did you warn this man
of his danger? Did you eall upon hiw,
remonstrate with him, pray with him
and for him, aud plead asin Christ’s stead
to be reconciled unto God? TIf wro, you
will Ue free, but if not, hig blood will be up-
on your soul.”

Think how tenderly tho Good Shepherd
watched sver his flock—how ho could. say
at the close, * And now I atn no mors in
the world, but these are in the world and
1 come to thee.” Holy Father! keop
through thine own name those whom thou
hast given me that they may be one as we
are. WhileT was with them in the world
I kept them in thy nawse—these thon
gavest I have kept, and none of them is
lost. We know how he kept them—watchied
over them—bore with them in their conrse.
ness and caruality-—how lie repeated again
and again those lessons which they were
go slow to learn—how he pardoned their
offences, searched out the wanderers—lifted
up the fallen—preaclied to thom by day
and prayed for them by night, and “when
the means were ready to ongulf them he
camo forth from his secret placo fo the
reseue, raising his voice amid the storm and
saying: *TFear not, it is 1; be not afFaid
What & lesson is thore hero, my brother,
for overy pastor. Watch over beloved
ones algo. Feed the flock over which the
Holy Ghost hath mede you overseer-—feed
them with those great truths which shins
on like tho bright stars foraver, which no
smoke can dirken and no timo can change,
Give them saumothing new every day—
something fresh and fragrant out of tho
very palaces—something fitted lo their
wanta—as they come up to you from Sabe
bath to  Sabbath, seiled with the world's
sing and weary with the world’s cares—
something that will stir their blood,

uicken their spiritual nature, and enable
&em to act a braver and « belter part in
the world.

Your mission, my brother, is a groat
missiou—enough -to itake any ordinary
man tremble; and in didcharging it you
have much to contend with. Sinful habits
Lave to be broken ap—darkened minds
have to be enlightened — thoughtless,
giddy spirils have to be impressed—stout,
stubborn, self-sufficiont wills have to be
subdued that will resist many an appeal,
and it may beremain unmoved againgt all
your remonstrances. Then there sre
wanderers to be gathered in, backsliders to
be recleimed, weak and vacilinting charac-
ters to be confirmed ; and besides all that,
you may have unreasonsble men to deal
with~men who will tako offunce when no
offence is intonded—that will aceept of no
expianation—that will pierce you and
wound you in secret, and say all matnor
of evil against you, =after you have done
your best to serve them,

In view of such a task you may wall ex-
claim : *“Whois sufficient for these things $”
My brother, gour sufficiency is of God. He
does nct send you & warfaro on your own
charges. The miesion is His mission, and
tho truth you liave to proclaim is His truth,
and not al’ ths natural enmily of tho
human heart can prevent its nitimats suc-
cess, The preacher has rua! friends in the
brsrm of every sinner that are ready to séc
ond his overy appeal. The conscience of the
heareris un the'side of the preacher,—so is
the reaeon, sois the deepest conviction of
every man; and even as yon bold up the
Gospel.as Moseq held up the brazen serpent
in the wilderness—even as youlift the silver
trumpot to your lips—those friends that
the preecher has in every man's heart,
will riseup acd say, Amen! You hate
heard of an Englisu sovereign, who in the
iime of the crusades was capiured snd
cecretly irmprisoned, and kept imprisored
fqr'yeara-—‘.)ow he was thas entirely lost to
his country and kindred, sud how »
minstrel who was wont to-sing to ‘him In-
childhood bethought himsclf of .5 atran;
devico of Lis recovery, that is of visiting’lﬁ?
the prisons in Enrope, and singing ono of
those 0ld melodfes which the king koyéto
woll.  You havé heard How this defice
succeeded, how standing beforo & qegtain
dungoon & .ging, he was at once recogaiz-
ed and & .wered from the king within,
My brothier, the soul is that prisongr sud
the Gospal is that minstrel, and it is not
possible for you to raise your vejes in tho
name of God withouv stirring a rasponsive
chord in tha hrarts of men; far ghere is
wrought iu the very structure or the sonl
so many Istent beliefs, strange Pngings,
sapiralions;. that
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