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is coming, wien. wo shall ail ho put te thc proof.
Wlie then wiIl bo the mon who Joved the chief
scats in the synagogues, and te ho called Rabbi,
Rabbi 11 Lord, Lord, have wvc net prophesied
in thy ane? "woni'tavail thea." AIes fer
the wvood, hay and stubble ioae Jesus cornes!1

MORDICAI.

EXTRAOTS.

DIALOGUE BETWEEN AN OLD AND YOUNG
PREACHER.

SIXTII INTEnVIEW.

You-ng Preac7er.-Fatlor T. my mind lias
been, and yet is muol embarrassed on viceving
«the effeots oif the gospel aow preached, in coia-

parisen of what they were on its first proinuIa-
tien. Wifl yeu oxplain te me the reason of it?

Old Preac7uer.-I will gladly try. It is an
important inatter, and lias net been sufficiently
considered by tIc presont gencration of Chris-
tians. I will state what 1 view te ho the causes
-lst, negativeîy; nnd 2nd, positively.

1. Negatively. It is net because we have net
thc same gospel. This mmlt ho acknowledgred
by ail. It is net becauso wve have net thc samne
gracions' and Almighty God and Savieur, who
are t'ie samo yesterday, te-day, and for ever. It
ie net because we lhave net the samoe privilego,
for the throne of graco is as accessible by thc
fallen werld no- - as then-the samne Spirit of
promise- the samne l'ife aad salvation offéed
freely te aIl, without exception-the motive te
obedience proposed te the world in Qvery age.

2. Psitively. I considor tIc reasons wly
the gospel produces net the saine great and
geood effeets new as in the first ages of the
dhurcI te be many, which are noccssary te be
known in order te ho corrected, as soon as en
ho donc, ns far as human acncy is coacrrad.

TIe early risc, growth, and establishment of
the apestaoy spoken of by lPaul (2 Thes. ii.) is
one great cause. The twe witnesses-tho Old
and New Testament-have been prophesying in
sackeloth ever siace, as predictcd by the Apestie
John.

Another representation is a star fallingr from
heaven, whicli oponed the bottomless -)t and a
Dgroat smoke, as of a furnace, issue t1Ienco,
whicl darkcnied the sua and the air. This saeke
is the doctrine of devils, and of men under their
influence: this lias darkened tIe claracter of
God, the suri and shicld of his people,
and lias obscured thc soriptures, which. is
the air through ;vhieh medium hoe shinos and
communicates ligît and lfe te theai. WTeII 3nay
the two witnesses ho in saokcloth and meuraing,
whIen their testimony is se obscurcd, and se littie
effeet preduced ameag maakind ilow!1 Oh, thnt
the Christian world 0vould lay tliesc things te,
hieart 1 Tliey stand ini thoir party fends and
divisions an impassable, dark meuntain, bctweni

the world, vith its countîcas millions, and hea'
ven, 1 Ail this is the influence of Antichrist
thougli Christians will not consider-they vill
not reform. This antichristian influenco on
Cliristendom, I believe to ho the grent cause of*
the diflrence between the offects of the Gospel
as now preachced, and 'when preached at first.

Another cause is t&e grat want of piety aud
devotion to God and lis cause. Without thieso

ve eau. nover hope for botter days. It is now
deomed ossential tlîat every preaclier should bc
well versod ini the doctrines of Uis party, and to
kcnow well how to dofend thom from, the attaclis
of opposing parties. They iust loarn the art
of parrying off the blows of adversaries, right
or wreng ; nover te yield in one point, or subniit
te one argument, however just and plain. 13y
this thoy learu te speak lies in hypocrisy, and
proceed on tili they beliovo a lie. The heurs
sot apart for meditation. and secret prayer are
negleed, or, if attcndad te> are interruptcd,
anâ the thoughts of the lieart dirccted te theso
divisive doctrines, how tliey can bo establishced
or ovcrthrown te advantage. W hon the Scrip-
turcs are read, it is net te hold converse ivitli
Ged-to loara duty and do it-but te find
soet.hingo thiere toeostablishi their receivcd doc-
trines of oontrovcrsy. Mien thc pulpit isns-
ceaded tho burdon, of the sermon is the agitated
centreversios of tho day, teaching the ceng-roga-
tien the art of war. Tho samne subjeot is con-
tinuod in private circles.

A preacher shc ald neyer preacli a doctrine te
thc people, thc power and efficacy of whichi, ini
converting, sanctifying, comforting and building
Up iiito Josus, lie lias net experienwed, dees net
exporience in himsolf. Thon truly is hoe cloquent,
and earncstly spoaks what hoe knowvs te bo true,
not only from. thc testimony of thc Word,
but also from a heart felt experienco of its pow-
or, leading him. te divine love and obedience.
His carnestness and godly zeal in spcaking
arrests the attention of his hoarers-he se speaks
that many beliovo and tura te thc Lord, and
saints are built up and comferted. Snch wcrc
the first gospel preachers, and liacc thoir great
success in winning seuls te thc Lord. Sncb
p-achers of thc saine gospel now would pro-

duce the samo cifeets ; but such preachers will
net be found, ualess they pursue the samne course
the A.pestles did. They dcnied thomselves of
ail honer, case, and wealth, aad sacrificcd ail te
the Lord. They -%vcro often in prayor and cen-
verse with God-thcy liad cemmunion and fol-
lowship -vitlh the Father and thc Son, and of'
course liad fellowvship elne with. anothor. Thoy
wvere liely in ahl mannor of cenversatien, or
behavieur-the Spirit cf God and of glory
rested upon them. They viowcd their cittzcn-
slip te ho iii heavon, net on carth.

Another cause is, thc preachoers, net irnpressed
wvitlh Divine trutl, are ratIer inquisitivo after
the new than tIc old paths, are more solicitous
te pieuise mon tlîan God--to preacli theinselves,
ratIer than Christ Jesns tIc Lord te substittute
opinions and speculatiens of truth for truth it-
self'. Wcre Socrates witli his Pagan spirit te


