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It is not often that & an applies fora
divorce becauso his wife won'tspeak to him;
bat the Earl of Durham can’t get lier lady-
sip to talk, and he accordingly wants a di-
vorcs from her.  True, her ladyship of Dur.
ham is said to Lo insane, but as bher intan
ity takes the very mild form of causing her
tkeep her mouth shut, Lord Durham
might go further und fare worse, and he
doesn’t know when he's well off,

1 a collection of all the abezrd answers
giren by children to questions put to
them at school examninations were published
ins volume, they would make up a very
umusing book ; one far uhead of somo of the
Wbored efforts of our modern **humoyists”
Some of these answers arc of coursec most
sonsentical, but others display an amount
d truth that goes homo somctimes. For
fnstauce, at & meeting of the London, (Eng )
School Board lately the qucation was asked
dxhat aro Conservatives and Liberals
Amor-t other answers was the following
whicte really scama pretty happy, and is
quts as true of Cavedian politicians as of
thote in Fogland : tho answer was ‘A
Conservative is a man who looks down apon
Liberals, a Liberal a man who spends the
pople’s money ficely.” Of course Con-
wrvatives don’t spend the people’s money
frecly ; oh, dearno.  “Manhood suffrage”
fedeseribed as the state of suffering to
vhich all mankind are born.” Presumeably
thesc intclligent pupils woull have defined
“woman’s suffrage”’ as the stato of suffering
to which men are brought by women's
A, -1y bills and so forth. Finnlly, as a
1pec  tnof w mixtureof strange information,
glane: over tho following reasons given
for the Queon’s right to sit cn the throne of
Fogland : (a) Because Prince Albert married
ber, and she was the daughter of the late
king anl granddaughter of Rollo the sca-
kiog " (b) ** She was tho only daughter of
Edward VI, who was her father, son of
Edward V." (¢, “*Sho won a great b.tile.”

This is what an Indiana, P'a., newspaper
wuys about Trutn, evidently with the in.
fentivn of giving it a littlo ¢*tafly,” and
being complimnentary: “TuvTn” is & To.
wato, Cunada, weekly magazine, that should
be incverybody'ahouzchold, Subsceription,
centsa year,” Trt7ir is much obliged
to the well meaning wrikr of that para.
gnph, which is cminently correct, with the
exception of the price given, which should
be §3 00, which is ncarcr to what Tuvtit is
raally worth.

Docs Prohibition prohibit? thatis tho
question.  From all accounts it docs not in
the Canadian Northiwest, as a glance at the
following list of “'stimulants” imported into
the Lrritery by permission ot Licat-Gov-
enor Dewdoey, will satisfly anyone.  Last
youg, by apecial permission of Mr. Dewdncy,
$heso liqnors wero imported :—3,744 gallors
o xhiskey, 1,240 gallons of brandy, 3,363
®ons of beer, 938 gallons of wine, $6 gal-
e of gin, 13§ gallons of rum and 157 gal-
Joag Aloohol.  One particular permit allow-

cd 2,200 gallons of whisky to bo taken in.
What with these deleetable beverages and
the water from the Red River, there was.
surcly, plenty of inaterial for painting every
town in tho N. W. Territory red! There
is a prohibitory luw on tho statuto book
out thero, Lut it scems as if it didn' amount
to much as far as its enforcement is con.
cerned,

An English regiment about to start for
Suakim was found to have tweaty five men
missing, and whon the roll was called it
was discovered that these tweuty-five men
wero all Irishmen, and the vnly men of that
nation in the battalion. Evidently it had
not been cowardice that had caused these
men to desert on the regiment's buing
ordercd for active service, for some of thum
were non-cominigsioned officers who had be-
haved with great gallantry in action before,
and the samwe might be said of most of th-
privates. The desertion, theretore, mnust
lookied on as a practical illustration of Irigh
sympathy with the Mahdi, and thervcat
question is, how fac docs this disaffection
sprcad ? Some British regiments ave largely
mado up of Irishmen—and fine soldiers
they have proved themsclies to be-znd if
. gooeral desertion of theso mea were to oc-
cur the parades of somo corps would Lo rc-
tarkably poorly attended.

A statistician comes to the front with the
intelligenco that the annual valno of the sil-
ver mines on this centinent is much ess
than that of the products of the hens' nests
No ono who has had occasion to purchase
eggs this winter will fec disposed to doubt
the statement of the man of figurces, The
people who sold the eggs, doubtle-s, found
their hens valusble, but muny peoplo whe
Louyht thum will agree with me that their
velue was nothing extmsrdinary.

Windows should always be 20 censiruct.
cd that they may be opencd al both tep and
bottom, and whero a slcoping room iasmall,
& fow inches of apaco at top and
bLottom to lot foul air out and to
adwit fresh, will ncver do any harm
harm unless the occupant of tho room is ex-
tremely delicato  Somc imagine that night
air is deadlg. Let mo ask whetherit isinoro
deadly to breathic pure night air thaa im-
pure night air? and whether i is not night
air that a person breathes as night, whether
tho window is open or not ? tho only diffcr-
coes being that whea night aic comesin
fresh from tho outside it is comparatively
pure, wherens when tho window is tightly
closed the air ihaido from being breatlied
over and over ngain is morc or less poison.
ous.

Many private citizens and thoso who are
cmplayed in the public offices might learmn
wrinklo {rom a contrivance in vro in ono of
the New York hospitals, which cousists of
an instrament which gives notico to the
house.physician by ringing a bell as soon ns
tho temperature in any of the wards riscs
abovo what it shounld be. Everyono must
have been struck, frequently, on entering

some privato houses and many prblic offices,
by tho heat that provails jo them; not a

g

and crovice is carcfully closcd and soveral
peraons inhals and exhalo the sumo polluted
atmosphere, till it becomes positively ob-
noxious, Thuse who are in the rcom do not
notice this, but the fact is very apparent to
anyone entering from out of doors.

El Mchdi has proved himself to be a for.
midable foe for the Britirh to cope with but
just at present there is another ono they
have to cncounter which is oven mere to be
held in awoe than the false prophet. This is
the Khamsin wind which comes from the
far south, or more ¢xactly, south-south-cast,
and after traversing tho burning sacds of
Africa at & time when the sun’s rays fall
atmost perpendicularly, it reaches Lgypt
laden with all the .xicus vapours of the
degert, Oaits appreach the sky, ordinarily
blue and cloudless, becoines black, and
heavy ; tho sun darkens into a dim, violet
culored disk, and whet is at first but a light
warm breeze rapidly iucreases into a blast,
hot and dry as from an vven, which shrivels
up overy green thing—iwarps and eracks
wood, renders breathing difcult, and is
generally hurtful to both vegetable and
animal life. It lasts only from 24 to 4§
hours at a time, durirg which ail wutloor
work io suspended asnd the inhalitants take
refugo in thewr houses and endeavor to shut
out tho fine dust which is driven beforc the
blast, and, according to an Arab saying, is
80 penctrating that it will cater oven an
ege through the porea of the shell.  On the
unsheltered desert these winds lave often
proved fatal to whele caravars and more
than orce to entire armics.

¢ will bo socn that there is uo such thing
as puttirg this formidable assailant to flight,
aad the baat way of contending against it is
to tako things as calmly as possible and wait
till it retires of its own nccord, The Arab,
accustomned us he has been frem his birth to
this aneual visitation, dreads the Rhamsin
wind ; what must it be to the urepean, o
native of n ¢old climate?

When Toronto is fortunate cnough to sc-
cure a trustworthy and cflicient pullic offi-
cer, she might surely evines her appreciation
of the fact by ranuncrating him in propor-
tion to theservices hero ders.  Therocan
be no doubt that Dr. Caunnifl, the Medical
Health Officer of this city, is the right man
in the right place, bot hiszalary of §1,500 is
not sucha tremendously latge ono that the
Council shonld wish to reduce it [¢ must
be remembered that Dr. Canaiff hasbeen un-
ablo to retain any of his private practice,
all nis time heing taken up by the perform.
anco of his public dutier, and §1,500 per
annum isnot an extremely large income fer
an ablo medical man,  1lis appointment by
tho Dominion Giovernment to the positien of
Statistical Oiticer is prodw tive of abous
&100 in fees nnnually ; but what da some of
olr magTanimous civic wise-acres projicse
to do, instead of increnaing tho aalary of the
Medical Health Officer to tho semewhat
more respecialle sum of §2,300 whicha
city such as Turonto is can certainly wel

afford?  \Why, they think that §1,%00 per

breath of external air can enter 3 cvery erack !

anmun would be altogether too much fora
medical man to bo trusted with, fo they
yroposoe to deduct ho $100 accruing from
Dr. Canniff's position as Statistienl Officer
from his already meagre salary of §1,500!
Verily our worthy city fathers havea queer
way of ¢howing their appreciation of a com-
petent public servant.

Pio-eating is ono of the characteristivs of
the great Canadian peoplo in spito of the
asscverations of medical men that tho prac.
tiso of consuming pastry Lears much suffer.
ing and dyspeysia in its trrin, To such
people tho news that Emerson ato pic all
his life 1.t pretty ncarly every mes), will Ls
most waolcome, and more so when they hear
that he never had a touch of dyspepeia and
was on uncommonly healthy man. On the
other hand we are advised and implored to
consume plenty of oatmeal as a specific
against dyspepsia, Carlyle mado oatmeal
tho principal article of lus dict and was a
martyr to dyspepsia and a churlish old
curmudgeon at best,

Perhaps the proper way to look at the
matter 18 this : peoplo who arc liable to dya.
pepsin shouldn't cat pic, but they certainly
shorld not cat untmeal if they don't Lke it,
28 1t will do mero harm than pie which they
do like. Tho wisest plan is for human
beings to eat whataver they find, by ex-
pericnee, best suits their individual organs
of digestion,

Peoplo are very fond of lamerting that
the days of chivalry aro past, but they need
not carry their researches very far to cone
vinee thumselves that their lamentations are
without causc. That “the daysof chivalry,’
in the steelsarmor and horse prancing sengo
of tho phraze, have passcd into thatlinibo
reacrved for all rocial extiavagances thero is
butlittlc doubt ; but thespirit which, in the
cyes of thoughtful men, redeemed its other-
wigo vainshowsand tingel accessoties from
contempt, interfused with the prosaic drama
of conventional life, survives in all its an-
cicnt vigor, and may be met with under a
very humble exterior.  An instance of this
spirit of chivalry was witneseed in our
strcots a fow days ago, the **gallant knight”
being nnthing but alistle newa-boy who
wax selling hispaprrs to the passers-hy. A
gentlem.n stopped and asked for a paper,
and tho lad was nhout to hand him ono
when he paused, sceing » diminutive news
girl hurrying up in tho hepe of disroaing of
some of her stock,  ** This little gurl’s gat
the paper yon want, sir,” said the lad, at
the samo time taking ono frem her armiul
and giving it to tac purchaser, who arked
whether o adn'tone himscll, ‘Ol ! yes,
sir,” rephicd the shably littlo hero, ¢ but L
always lets thegurls have the firot chanee,”
Now that hoy had 2 truly chivalvous apirit,
and in days of old would, daulitlesy, iad he
heen oller and wealthicr, have girded on
his trusty aword, takea his Ianze in hand
and mounting his prancing ehiarger, spurred
away to the rescue of zome damael in dis.
tress as, wo ara told, was the wont »f those
steel-clad knights,



