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8nd judge for yourselves:” he then repeated,
the Lord’s Prayer. All stood amazed and
Ylent until the priest exclaimed, « May

od curse me if ever I again curse those

& %ho hold such a Delief! nay, more; that

fipayer shallbe made till my hour be come.
: 1 pray thee,0 Nazarene, repeat that prayer,
L Way it may be remembered and written
Mong us iu letters of gold.”— Hay's
. Western Barbary.

December Tth,

JETHRO VISITS MOSES,—
Exop. xvir. 1—27.

1. Jxraro visies Mosgs,

Jethro was evidently a worshipper of the
t'l.le God. He was both king and priest of
b Ldian, a district which lay round the eastern

Yanch of the Red Sea. Though at a dis-

Oce from the Israelites, aud not personally
Uterested in the wonders which the Lord had
],Tought on their behalf, the fame of their de-
WWerance had reached him, by which his faith
w‘iﬂ increased and his spirit strengthened. It
‘ould appear that shortly after “the cireum-
ESIOD of his son, Moses sent both him anl
. fs mother back to his father-in-law. It mani-
i ‘:sted no small faith on the part of Jethre
1 commit them to Moses in the wilderness,
He must have felt coufident that the Lord

Ould watch over hia people in the wilderness,

d would ultimately bring them to the land

Promise. Mark the names of Maoses” sons.

ershom means a stranger there; and Jliezer,
N God is my help. Moses carried his re-
1Zion into the bosom of bis fumily. Ver 6

4 prohably a message sent hy Jethro to

Doupce his approach, in conformity vith the

Stom of Eastern polentates.

2. Mosks' RECEPTION OF JETHRO.
M«‘\Vlthough Moses had been highly hononred

b f0d, he was endued with the grace of
h‘i‘mllity. The manner in which he received
8

of father-in-law, showed the love and respect
X an affectionate son. On hearing from

O8¢3 all that the Lord had done for Lis
th:ple’ Jethro rejoiced. 1t is remarkable
wh.t he rejoiced at the goodness of the Lord
Imlle the Israelites themselves murmured. [
GOw that the Lord is greater than all
\uods'-"ethm knew this before, but now he

Owg it more surely, and makes this public

fe:gion of the coufirmation of his faith.
hnan all Gods—than all idols, and all po-
Vv tates, who are sometimes called gods.
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in testimony of their mautual friendship and
commou faith.
3. JETHRO'S PRUDENT COUNSEL.

Moses’ zeal made him forgetful of the care
which was necessary for the preservation of
his body. His mode of administering justice
was fati ruing to bimself, and tiresome to the
people. ~ Jethro's own experience as a jndge
would, doubtless, have qualified him to give
advice in the matter. By the system which
he proposed, justice would be more expediti-
ously done, and Moses would be relieved of
an immense burden. If God comnusnd thee
so.—HKxcellent though the advice of Jethro
evidently wus, he refers Moses to God for
guidange, who is infinitely wiser than the
wisest of men. Ifis counsel was adopted, and
must therefore have received the Divine
sanction.

Learn—1st. Let your religion be seen and
| felt at home—in private as well as in publie.
True piety thus distinguishes 1tself from false
profession; Matt. xxiii. 14. '

2. Be courteous to all. Though Moses
was greater than his father-in-law, he did
obeisance to him; Rom. x. 11; 1 Pet, ii 17,

3. We should seek to stengthen each other
i by the relation of the great things which the
P Lord has done for ws. This the Psalmist
i did, Ps. Ixvi. 16, and this ourS: viour connmand- -
ped the man to do, whom he had wiracalously
healed: Luke viii. 39.

4. Rejoice in the works of God. The
Christian may say ‘ My father does them all.
: Alkin to the joy of Jethra, ver. 9., will be
- that of the Church triumphant; Rev. 18, 20,
5. Ve should rejoice in the ‘prosperity of
others; Rom. xii. 15.  We shall thus resem-
ble the angels in heaver; Luke xv. 7.

6. Be ready to tauke good advice. How
| promptly Moses followed the good counsel
of Jethro.

e e
i If we with earnest effort could succeed
, To make our life one long connected prayer,
| As lives of some perhaps have been and are,
| If never leaving Thee, we hud no need
| Our wandering spirits back again to lrad
{ Tnto thy presence, but continued there,
| Like Angels standing on the highest stair
! Of the sapphire throne, this were to pray
indeed.
But if distractions manifold prevail,
And if in this we must confess we fail,
Grant us to keep at least a prompt desire,
" Continual readiness for prayer and praise,

! An altar heaped and waiting to take fire

M‘.’;‘# 12th affords a beautiful picture of | With the least spark, and leap into a blaze,
itjv

e piety. They ato bread before God |
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