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touich withl new r-nethods of' doing old things.
The establislhment of the MHedical Society, as Nve kcnow

it to-day, is practically co-icident with the rnarked advance
in mnedicine whichi began duringr the latter part of the i8thi
Cenitury. Medicine at this timie wvas fairly enierging, under
tlic influence of thc developnîent of scientifie thouglit, from
flic mnists and cobwebs of the systcmis andi traditions xvith
which, in tlic Middle Ages, it hiad becone surrounded.

Men like Sydenham in England, friend and contemporary
of Locke, in the middle of the 17th Century and Boerhaave~
in Hollanil at the bcginning of the i8th Century had done
miucli to lay broad the foundation of the doctrine of expe-
rience, observation and experimnent upon xvhich the triumphis
of -Modern Medicine have been based.

Sydenlham indeed "declined to, be like the man wlho builds
the chari-bers of the upper story of his liuse before he lias
laid securely the foundation walls."

3ne of ilhhe effects of the new thouglit ;vas the estab-
lisuent of Medical Societies. Men working in a common
cause fo- the common good, irust hiave feit the necessity of
a common meeting place Nvhere discussions of their interests
could be carried on. Once commenced, however, I think we
mayý fairly dlaim for Medical Societies as the clclearing
lic ;ilses" of medical opinion, no inconsiderable share in the
prog(,ress of medicine; so niarked a feature of the i9th Cen-
t ury.

Doctors are also in need of a comimon meeting place on
account of the necessarily isola.ted character of their occupa-
tion. Much of our work is personal, donc, in private Nvithout
onlookers to applaud or criticize, Such a condition tends to
bring on a sense of inability or -of arroga.ace according to the
nature of th-le individiual. To cither or to both these c -harac-
t.-rs, the Medical Society offers a wxholesonme corrective.

-Here, the ovei'-weighted professional n-an -vho feels the bur-
den of his cares and responsibilities, pressing too heavily upon
his tire(] shoulders, rnay find comnfort and stimulus whien lie
learjis that *ther are others." To the arrogant flic Medical
Society is even more necessary. The nian wvho knows it ai

shudn'ake a special point of coming trn thc meetings; lie
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