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products of parasitic lifo, and such diseases may tako t.uo most
terriblo opidemic forms, as in the caso of the sulkiworms of France
in our day. Now it is in tho highest dogreo important to know
whother tho pavasites in question aro spontancously developed,
or are wafted from without to thoso afificted with the diseaso.
The means of provention, if notof cure, would be widely difforent
in tho two enses.

But this is.by no means all.  Besides these isaily ad-
mitted cages, thero is tho bread theory now broached and daily
growing in strongth and clearncss—daily, indeed, gaining more
and more of assont from tho most successful workers and profound
thinkers of tho medical profession itself—tho theory, namely, that
contagious discases gencrally arc of this parasitic character.  XT
had heatd o1 read unything since to cause mo to regrot having
introduced this theory to your notico moro than i’ yoar ago, I
should horo fraukly express that regrot. I would renounce in
your presence whatever leaning towards the gorm theory my
words might then have betrayed. Lot mostate in two sontonces
the grounds on which the supportors of the theory rely. From
their respectivo viruses you may plant typhoid fevor, scarlatina,
or small-pox, What is the crop that arises from this husbandry ?
As surely as tho thistle rises from. a thistle sced, as surely as
the fig comes from the fig, the grapo from the grapo, the
thorn from the thorn, so surely does the typhoid virus increaso
and multiply into typhoid fover, the :carlation virus nto scarla-
ting, the small-pox vivus iuto small-pox.  What is the conclusion
that suggests itself hero 7 It is this :—That the thing which we
vaguoly call a virus is to all intonts apd purposes a seed. that in
the wholo raugo of chemical scienco you cannot point to an ac,
tion which illustrates this perfect purallolism with the phono.
mean of life —this demonstrated power of self-multiplication and
roproducti Thero is, the ¢, no hypothesis to account for
the phonomonabut that which refers them to parasitic life.

And here you sce tho beaving of thedoctrine of Spontancous
Generation upon tho question.  Yor if the doctrino continues to
Do diseredited as it has hitherto been, it will follow that the cpi-
demies which spread havoc amongst us from time to timo are not
spontancousty gencrated, but that thoy avise from an ancestral
stock whoso habitat is the human body itsolf. It is not on bad
air or foul draine that tho attention of the physician will primari-




