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products of parasitic life, ande8uch diseases may take t.o iost
terrible opidemic forms, te in the case of the silkworms of France
in our day. Now it is in the Iighest degree important to kieniow
whother the parsites in question are spontaneousty doeeloped,
or are wafted from without to tlose afflicted with the diseaso.
Tho means of provention, if notof cure, would be widely différent
in the two cases.

But this is.by no means ail. Besides iheleo unioieally ad.
mitted cises, there is the bread theory now broacehed and daily
growing in strength :nd cress-daily, indeed, gaining more
and more of asoetfrom the meost sueccesfil workers nd profouiid
thinkers of the meedical profesion iteolf-tho theory, naimely, that
contagious disecases gencraily are of this parasitie character. If I
had icard o read anythiig since tu cause me to regret having
introduced this ticory te your notice more than :( year ago, I
should horo firankly exprese thtat regret. I would renounce in
your presence whatever leniiig tovards the germe theory my
words mnight then have betirayed. Lot me stato in two sentences
the grounds on wliclh the supporters of the theory rely. From
their respective viruses you may plant typhoid foer, scriatina,
or snall-pox, What is the crop that arises froin this husbandry ?
As surely as tho thistle rises from. a thistIe seed, as surely as
the fig coases froin the fig, the grapo fron the grape, the
thorn fron the thorn, "o surely does the typhoid virs increaso
and multiply into typhoid forer, the scarlatin viru mto scarla.
tini, the stmal-pox virus into smile-pox. What is the conclusion
that suggests itself iero ? It is this :-That the thing which we
vaguely eall a virus je o all inttes and purposes a seed. that in
the whole range of emltical icienco yoe cannot point, to an ac,
tion which illustrates this perfect paralleism with the phono.
mena of lifo-this demonîstratedi power of eelf-muiltiplicatioi aid
reproduction. There is, thereobre, no hypothcesis te accounit for
the phenomona but that which refers them te parasitie life.

And here you see ce becaring of the doeiriie of Spontanceou
Genecration iipo the question. For if the doctrino ,eontinues to
bo liecrelitel as it has hitiherto been, it vill follow that th ecpi-
demies which spreed havoc amongst us from tiee t imo are not
spontaneously generated, but that they arise from aie anctetraIl
stock whoso habiat is the human body itself. It is not Oi bad
air or fouil drain that the attention of the physician will prinari-


