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tunate “plucked ” candidates. Its standard is
high—we believe higher than the average on
this Continent or in Great Britain. We fully
realize the importance of this statement, and
before making it have mstltuted a careful study
and comparison,

The Council have not, howevel accepted the
Intermediate as it stands, but have made some
additions to that Examination, which make it
very inconvenient, and in some cases impossi-
ble, for the High School Teachers to prepare
their pupils for watriculation. The original
resolution, as proposed by Dr. Burns, reads as
follows: “ Moved, that on and after July 1st,

1881, in lieu of the Matriculation Examination’

heretofore in force, the Council accept the Pro-
vincial Intermediate High School Examinations
with Latin included as a compulsory subject,
and that upon presentation of the official cer.
tificate of baving passed the said Examination
to the Registrar, and the payment of fees, the
holder of the same shall be entitled to register
as a medical student.” We had supposed that
this resolution, after coming under the con-
sideration of the Educational Committee, was
paésed by the Council, but on examining their
announcement we find the important additions
above referred to. Some of our readers may
wonder at our reference to théese additions,”
" when no subjects are speéiﬁed which are not
included in the ordinary curriculum of ‘the
High Schools ; and we will endea.vour to ex-
plain our meaning. :

The subJ ects of the Intermedxate Exammatlon

- include three compulsory groups, as follows :—

, ' Axithmetic,
Group L

Algebra,
_Euelid.
Group IL {

English Gxammar

Composition,

Dictation.

L History,

‘ _Group TIL. { Geography, . o
Enghsh therature. S
‘Every candxdate s compelled to take these

* nine subgects, and -in "addition to these, there

- are_four optxona,l’ depa.rtmnnts, of which he

must_ choose’ one. * Tt is a.lso expressly stated

thaf. “no candldate v§v~111"f be: a.llowed 1o ‘take.

_ more. than one of the four optlona’l depart«

ments.

‘Couneil::

1st Optiohal Department:

Natural Philosophy,
Group IV. { Chemistry,
Boolk-keeping.
2nd Optional Department: Latin.
3rd Optional Department: French.
4th Optional Department: German.

The Council have not only decided on the nine
compulsory subjects, and chesen from the
optional departments that of Latin, but have
also totally ignored the regulation quoted above,
and have added all the optional departments,
leaving only a choice between French and Ger-
man. We cannot help thinking that this has
been done inadvertently, without fully appre-
ciating the results of such a course.

We have taken cansiderable pains to enquire
at the Education Office in Toronto, and to com-
municate with some High School Inspectors
and Teachers throughout the Province, and
find that, with their existing regulations, it is
impossible to prepare students in all these sub-
jects without extra work aftir the completion
of their ordinary duties. The reason is this:
the compulsory subjects are taught at different
hours, so that every pupil may receive instruc-
tion in them, but the optional subjects are
taught “concurrently,” that is, at the same
hour. Tt is thus impossible for the students
to receive instruction in more than one of the
optional subjects accordmo to the present
arrangement of their time-tables, It must be
remembered that the larger High Schools are
institutions of considerable magnitude, having.
large staffs of teachers, and it is no trifling .
matter, when they have made their arrange-.
ments o suit. the ordinary'Interme'diaté and
University Examma.nons, to ask them to make
the radical changes here indicated. _We may.
say that those ‘to whom we referred spoke in
the ‘most kindly way of the new regulation,
and expressed their anxiety to doall in their
power to accommodate the wishes of the Medical
‘It was thought by. some that they"g
mlght manage to teach both Latin and Na.tumlf
Philosophy, bub entirely impossible o teach all’
the optlonal subJects Wlthout adding many__}

‘hours in ‘the Week to. theu: aheady very labo-
.rious uutles.
£ pressed then‘ mbentlon of undertakmg tlu ,

Some of the Masters: have ex-




