'On Hydrocyanic Acid,

getic a poison as the prussic acid ;and thatammonia or the
sesquicarbonate appliedto the no:tnls, acts u<eful]} l)y sti-
mulating the nervous system, and the heart’s action, until
the poison has exhausted its violence, and not as ar anti-
dote. Secondiy, altending on vomiting, and the stomach
pump was doubly useiess, inasmuch, as had they evacu-
ated thé stomach, they would have been no nearer sav-
ing their patient, and they thereby lost preciotis time
which might have been employed in using more effi-
cacious means, As an-antidote, a solution of the
sulphate of iron, or a dilution of the Tr, Fer. Mur. would
“have been as effectual as an anﬁdote can bein a case
of poisoning by this acid. The application of chlorine
water or sesquicarb. ammonia to the nostrils, and " cold
affusion to the spine, would have comprised all that is
known to be of value in llle 1reatment of such unfortu-
nate c’ises. '

M y' patient had been foralong time hypochondriacal,
and had frequently threatened to .destroy himself.
Dering the day.of the fatal event,he repeatedly told his
relations that he would be.dead by nine that night;: but,
as -he had J'requently said - the same thing, no attention
was paid to it. At six in.the evening, he purchased an
ounce phial of Prussic acid, Scheele’s strength, and, on
his road-home, shewed' it to several persons, saying that
he would soon be dezd, and invited them to his funeral.
At seven in _ the . cvening, he took leave of his
fnends Jdn a, gay, smiling . manner, and going up
to hlS room, sent for. Mrs. , shewed her. the
powon, and sa.d that he would be dead in two minutes.
‘She. bna.tched at the plual but he drew it playfully away,
turned her out of’ the room, and locked the door. She,
tlunlung that he was ]eatmg, as he had frequently done
the same thmo before, went to her own house, next
door, wlnch commumcaled llxrough the yards About

« Come 6’ me qmck, I am dymg 7 A relative,
very much a.drmed called to the servant man in the
yard who ran up,stmrs and found him lying on his back
on the so[a wnth ' errs crossed, msensxble, and snoring.
In a few momen. Mrs. ,’ “arrived and found
l'nm m:’the nnmg =tate. 1 arrwed there in. twenty
minutes ‘He vas thcn dead and presented the ap-|
pearance"of profound slumber 5 the legs crossed, ‘the
arms’ by his sidés, dnd" cyellds firmly closed T applxed
Lig./Am. Fortxsmm [ strength made ‘for: porlablhty by |-
manufactur' "chemxst,s) to the nostrils, and cold affu-
sion 'to the occrpiut and spine:* I'consideréd hrm dead
but employed the remedies in the event of a posubxhty
of there- bemg some remammg sparks of llfe. The eyes
were much - more bnllxant 1han during his llf'e, and con-

tinued so the next day; the, face,was livid, and lips very
blue; the muscles were all flaccid, and exhibited no
tonicity, except a little in the lege at the end of twenty
hours. No sectio was permitted. The plial, contain-
inga draclrm of prussxc acid, was on a table, . ten feet
from the sofa, wnh a wine glass upset and broken along-
side, done by the deceased in the hurry of putting it on
the table. Al’ter hav ving employed my remedies, I ap-
plied my nose to the deceased’s mouth, but could detect
no smell of prussic acid. The remaining acid was
thrown out by the servant, so that I could not ascertain,
its strength ; but I feel certain thatit was acid of the
strengthof over three per cent.,which is the usual strength
of medicinal acid imported into this country ; and since
the use of ground glass stoppled phials to put-it.up, in,
it always reaches here ummpalred in qualrty In the
present case, seven drachms of medicinal acid, contain--
ingabout twenty-one grains of pure acid, were swallowed '
The friends think about a minute elapsed: before. e
unlocked the door; but more must have passed, because
Mis, — had time to go to her own house. and
busy herself in household aﬁ'mrs before the alarm was
given. It is probable that he dxd not give the alatm
until he found the,acid woerg on him ; at any rate, he
walked from the table to the, door, and unlocked it after
taking the poison, called for assistance, and, then walk\ng
to the sofa, stretched himself on it.  He fad no com)ul
szons. I’revxous to the occurrence of the abo'.e cases,
it has been held ‘that, where ptussic acrd ‘causes death
slowly, convulalons come on after a notable mterval, :
and, where it acts speedxly, no. convulsxons ensue, but -
death follows with such rapidity as to allow of none but
the szmplest actlons, and those performed wnth rapldlty ‘
From a review of the two cases extracted from the
London Medical Gazette, we must allow the truth of the
followmg inferences as to the actxon of h) droc:, anic acid..
on tlxe human bod) —

1st, Hy drocyamc acid is modified in its operation on
the human frame, both as {o time and phenomena, byn
the ldxosyncrasy of the mdwxdual. ' ‘
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" 2dly, That it not unfreguenlly is slow in mamfestmv '
its poisonous influence, allowing: time for ‘the perl'or-'
mance of various complicated actions, and yet: may de—;_
:lroy life mthout ploducma convulsions. -

3dly, That Judrth Burwell could have perl'ormed tbe :
vanoua actions attnbuted to her after swallow:ng the .
prussxc ‘acid, and have been found in the position stated .
by the thncsses in the trml of Freeman. . i
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