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nesq. By thus excluding the testimony of God %vith regard to the parét
and to ngeney of God %vitli regard to tlie future. they have produccd il,
xnany who aro zealous Atr hoth a (iisiflinatiofl to ail the studios of natu-
rai religion, and to cvery stucly but thiat of the iJible ; and thus, a most
interestingr departracrt of h-nowvledge, a dcj>artinent ricli Nvitli illustrations
of Hloly Writ hias been left, in a great mensure, in the hands of iliuse
wvho have perverted it to the wvorst of purposes. Frora this, moreover.
there lias arisen in many pious mninds a belief that flie studies of' riatu-
rai religion lmave a necessary affinity tvith infidelity ; than which nothing
cain bo farier from, tho truth ; for ail that enliglitened observation teach-
es, illustrates, and is in liarmony ivith ail that the Bible says.

The oljcct of the prescrit paper, is to cllect and exîllairi such notices tca
the Seriptures have giveri of the original condition of mari.

1. The fact first to bc noticed rprgards the time Miuen Man was made.
It ivas on tho sixth, the last day of creation that God said, "-Lut us malie
man," Cod hadt created the heaveris and the earth-Ile laid arhered tua
,vûterq into sena3, and maie the dry land appcar-11tu had clothed the cartdi
with grasse andL !ad created 4,the fruit tree 3 iclJing frui'-lle lmad Rruado
the -tefowls te fly àbovo the carth in the open fimamtnt of heaven ; ani
fislhes to move in tia waters ; uni cattle and crceping thiags ani beasts of
the earth," and thon, ami lmst of ail, to complete ani crovnn the N~ori,-
"Trie maie man in lus owyn image." I is a natural inifererice fromn this
aor ount of creation, thuat ail that God did iri creation %,a dune to prepare
a suitable rosidence for mari. Mari, is thereforu tlhu ilust noble and Most
important of ail crc<'torcs connccted siitlu this nxorld. Wlien God hud(
made mari, lie gave huai "4dominion over the fiîJh of the sea, aid over the
fovls otf the air, and over cvery living thing that mioveili upun the earth,"
and lie delivered these, and evcry lirb anid every troc, to bu pussessed by
îim. as his proporty uni to be used by 1dm for bis convenierice or pleas-
tire. Tliese facts clearly point out the relative position of mari to ail other
ereatures.

There are other iritcresting faWt4t bearing uport tliih., rtucorici l>y Moses.
Arnongst these, the doliberation and soleniïuity ulnur'.Li irî nalakm mail
are particularly deserving of notice. Aftur Gui bai muade tiu buivexus
maid the earth and ail tire host of tlmem lie seurs to lim~e paub~ei as if lie
hai, arrivei ut the most important part of the iiork aid to have hiel a
consultation about it, "sAni Goi soud, let us mah-c man in. our imagre and
after our iikeaess." Thuis seenus Iu inipiy that %vliat vvas noiv to bu donc
ivas the rnost important of ail. Amui this, %Nill farther appuar %'dieu w~e
think whio these wvere with ivhomr tue consultation %%as houl. Thuey were,
evidently, persons iwho posscsscd the powcr of creatiuig . aisu, they fully
understood the kind of creature by mens of wlmom the wurh uf Gui %sas
to be coml)letei ani bis gilory manifestei. Tluese simple ani plain state-
herts ut once Icai us to that inybterious 13cing, wlîo, whilu iavariabl,;

Of the Sirite iii which Alau ivas Ci-eat,,(I.


