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plier. The word fl2o signifies reczson, and therefore a ZTàoist is a ration-
alist, in naine at least ; but, in fact, the Tâoists are the niest irrational
of ail t'ho religionists of the East. The tendency in rationalism is toward
the utter destruction ef belief in the existence of unseen spirits of evil.
Enlightened reason dethroneg devils ; but Lâo-tse created devils innumer-
able, and the chief concern of the TI'&ist sect lias always been te manipu-
late these emissaries of cvii. Modern rationalists deny the existence of
devilsv and relegate, them te the category of myths and te personified
ideas.

Net se the ratienalist of the Orient. R1e finds bis greatest pleasure in
centemplating the very atinosphere ho breathes as filled with spirits cou-
stantly seeeking lis injury ; and te outwit lis satanie majesty is the chief
end of 111e.

Tlie sect is founded onu hle monarchie plan. The chief higli priest cer-
responds te the Pepe iu the Catholie religion, and ail anthority is vestedI
in lim. His decrees censtitute the laws of the sect, and ail power te per-
forin miracles rnust cerne frern hirn te tlie priesthoed. H1e lias the pewer
te, exorcise devils and te lical the sick and avert calamities, and this power
ho delegates te, sudl of the riesthood as cemmand lis faver. Such dele-
gated poer, liowever, is held on sufferance, and net on fee simple. It is
net uecessary that a priest gain laver with lis royal highuess te get tliis
power, but lie must retain said laver in order to, hold the power. This
lias created L% vast army of priests, wlie are the ii]ing tools of the higli
priest ; and lie is thns cnabled te 'wield thc most absolute and despetie
pewer over the minds of the people.

The systein bas the most elaboma*,cd code of dexnonology, and it is aie-
wise pattemned after thc political constitution of the empire. The head
devii lives in tbe sea, and lias boen lionored by the Chinese people by
being adepted as their national emablein. The dragon flag which fieas
froin every staff, £reon the deme cf thc royal palace at Peking te, the niast.
liead of tIch hurnblest Chinese boat, testifies te thc high esteern in -which.
the chief dcvii of Lâo-tse's lollowers is hld. TIen the multitude of
lesser devils is se great that ne mn cau number thern; sud these are on
the track of every mnan, womau, aud child, seeking in ail methods their
injury. To watch the movements of this devil host, and te, frustrate their
desigus, is tlie province of the Tâoist priests.

IR ;re we have a decidedly interesting state cf tliings. The vemy earth
tening with, ralicieus demous 1 Man evcrywlicre exposed te their at-
tacks, and but one a'renue cf escapc-viz., througli the intervention cf thc
priests 1 Is it a inatter cf surprise, therefome, that this priesthood wields
sudh absolute powe c over the minds cf thc people 1 They live on the fat
of the land. They are consulted on ail occasions, aud their instructions
are obeyed te the letter by thair deluded followers. It is net to be won-
dcred at that these, pricsts looki with disfsvor upon the advent cf Euro-
peans ; that tliey fill thc xuinds cf the people witî sudh antipathy te ail


