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religions reformer. In the early period of bis career lie was influencedl
no0 doubt by sincere motives. Ris purpose ivas te inaugurate a religions
rcvolution-9. revoG against the idelatry )whicli prevailedl in Arabia.
The heatheuismn of his day wvas gross ilolatry ; and the Ohristianity
of that age in the Orient was littie botter in its superstitions and idol-

atrous practices. It was the era ef the iconoclast even within the cir-
cie of professed Christianity. It was the purpose of Mohiammed to
re.establishi anîong mon a spiritual worship ef the eue God-to
demolisil forever the Arabian Pautlieon. The unity and spirituality
of the Supreme Being Nwere basis ideae- in Iiis religions crecd,
ana. lie advocated direct communion -%vith God iu prayer and
worship, ana the utter rejection of idolatry, whicli in his age mvas equiv-
aient te polytheism. This xnovement ivas certainly a rcmarkable one
-when ive consider the times and the environment out of ivhici it
sprung. lIJad it been inspired and guidod by the Spirit of God, and
folnnd upen tlue revealed Word, witli a divinely called and sanctified
leader, we might, have seen flic great reformatien ef the sixteenth cen-
tuiry anticipated iu flie s, venth.

The Power and prestige of Mohamnmed ivere due te the tact that
men soon beiieved him to be a prophet sent of God, and his mes-
sage was tei sucl au. extont in tue name and te the houer et God that
his commission seemed te be genuine. lu an age ot abject supersti-
tion ana driveling idolat :,y ho announced w itlî the prophetie fervor of
conviction thatu great t. uth whlich lias ever had the power te arrest the
attention et carneat mids, namely: the existence of one only and true
God, supreme in Juis wiil and absolute, iu Ris power. Witlî the music
of this eternal truth Mohammed bias lîeld the attention ef a large por-
tion of t, -, Easteyn wvorld fer over twelve huudred yoars. This oe
1n'~SsIage bas secmed te guarantee him as a prophet to his misgruided and
iuy,,lisrin.irnating followers. Having given bonds, as it wvore, et sncb
overwhelming vaine in Éthis eone suprerne trutli, mcii have net been
careful te serutinize iu other respects lis credentiais ; wvitb the cliarrn
and înajesty of this oue great central idea et ail religion, lie lias swept
ail bef ore him. This, in counection -tvith the success ef bis arms, as
lis followers carriedl on il is name their suc, ssful aggressîvc warf are,
has been his passport te the front rank of religions leadershîip ; aûd
althoughY] lie lîopelessiy forfeited lus position by the most manifest
signs et mo-al wveakuess and human ignorance, yet the ciarion caîl of
"No God but Go« !" bas beld the car eofflic East witli a constancy at
once marvelous aud pathotie. It ivas considered iii ne wvise te his dis-
credit that hoe tauglit whlat is practicaliy a plan of salvation, by werks
based upon external allegiance te a religions crecd, and it ratiier addcd
te li;s popularity with bis Oriental follewing that luis religion officially
sanctioned polygamy, slavery, and unlimited divorce.

The Prophet et Mecca, boweyer, was simply a religions entliisiast
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