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last remuant of the Ohaldean polytheists iiito the Christians of St. John
at Bussora." And yet the present Sabeans, altlnough giving pecinir
honor to John the Baptist, can in no sense bo called Christians. Nol-,Ire
they related, except indirefly, to any of the Jindoeo-Christian 'heresies oi
the early Churcli, such as, e.g., the H1emero-baptists.

Isolatedi by creed, cuit, and a language of thieir own, thecy love their
isolation, and do not intermarry with. strangers. Nearly ail of them folloîr
one of three trades : thecy raise the finest dairy prodnce of Mesopotamia;
they build a peculiar kind of light canocs callcd Mashhoof ; and for thec
rest are silversmithis. NLo traveler visits their villages without carryný,
away specianens of their beautif tl inlaid work, black ruetal on silver ilid
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gold ; rings, thimibles, bracelets,
armiets, and ornamnents of ail kiiîds.
A peaceful people are they ; indus4,.
trions, tho mostly poor, and living
in hiarmony with their neighlbos.
they seldom afford trouble to their
Turkish rulers. Bota Mon ail
ivomen have a remarkably fine pliy.
sique ; talU, of dark comnplexion,
good features, and -%itli l>ng llatk
boards, soille of thiem are typioal
p)atriarch-s-evcni as we imagine
Abraham appeared. -t'hen lie lcht
thieir prescrnt country for Ilarin.
On ordinary days thieir dre.-s dn(es
not distinguish thiein froim Mos]einý
or Jews, but on feau,,t days they ivcar
only white. Tîneir womien gro al1oui
unveiled, and have a more inascifline
cast of features thain Moslem wvoin(D;
thev are also, rather taller.

Tie two great things, hlowever, that disting-uish the Sabeaus are their
languago and their religion. Naturally the bazaar-talk of ail â"e rirr
country is Arabic ; ail Sabeans speak it, and a goodly proportion read nd
write it ; but beside tliis tliey have a household language of thecir <un.
the language of their sacred books, which is ceilled Maf,,ndrtitir. So eloscir
related to Syriac that it nuight bc called a dialect, it yet lis its omW
peculiar -apàbet characters, rcsembling the older Palmyrene, and is na:-
fnlly intelligible to the Syriac-speakzing Christians froin Mosuil. WVriglit
says it resembles most Nabathean and the laugzgnag of the 3vlua
Talmud. Thie oldcst manuscripts in this dialeot date froin thie sixteenth
century, and are in European libraries. At present only the priesta can
reada and write i\amdâitie, but they refuse to teach timose ouLside of thir
faith even the first leszson. Tno illustration given wvas copicd for me l'y
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