
ACADIA ATHENE-Mi

niglit oil. .rhe opinions, tastes and qualitiesý of mind of students
uîay vary but the examnaticzn papers of the treadmîilt sort neyer
show it. TI;eT is a dead level oficrt.diocrity, withnut an undulation,
cxcept where an occasional jokce conies in, wvhere the writer's c.ierlory
fails to niake one fact connect witlî another.

T6' give a fewvexaiiiples :At an exauîiinatio)n a few years ago for
entrance to one of the prolessions in a provincial city the following
anýswe-rs wvere selected froin the papers handed in.

"lAthiens iii Greece is note,! l'Ur its ancient lîistory."1
"The Gulf Streani is a current of water froni the .Mississippi river. It

is v'ery wvariii and ships iliakce ver>' quick passages when influenced by the
itream." '

l'Milton ivrote an essa- on inian."
-'Vie Thirty years War was caused by icie behieadùg ef the Frenxch

ring and the scrau:able for power by Napoleon and otiiers."1
"Sir Geo. Cartier was a politiciati iii Brown's tinie. JRe used to foras

coalatioxi Govts and otherwise devit-d meaus tu gain honors lie could ilever
lhold.'"

",The Halifax Award set1l-.,d thie clai put forthi after the War of
18122"

"A noun is the naine of anything you cars taste, Irear, feel o)r siineil."
"A preposition is a word that marks the position such as to."
«,Dicke'ns wvrote Vanity Fair ; S:ott wrote Canterbury Tales ; Shiake-

sp':ar wvrote bis plqys ; Spencer wrote Llewelly:î and ' is dog; Dickens wvrote
MaGbeath.*'

"Prest Madison and thre \Var party proposed to coiîquer Canada. They
iingiiîeci they would have an easy task as t.hey thouglit tlîe Frenchi Can-
.%:1i-j vnere disaffected and %vould join the invading arniiies. But Cli thme
contrar>' they showed time best spirit and stood sliolder to, sholder * * * The
Anriericans wvere victorious on the %water aud this i ide E ngland wrathy to
be defeazed on ber native elenient."

1 Then lie (Cas 5ier> went further up the St. Lawrence, and hiere hie inet
soii., Indiamîs wvho tried to, niisled telIhng Iini tirere were sn:all towns al
aloug tire course. But Cartier put bis trust ini God and kept on ex~ploring
the country until lie caisse to mnt Royal."

Resuining our petition to the educational a.uthciities, froin which
I have digressed, 1 would ask, is the.re any need of our comrplex Frx-
amnation systeni ? la there amny nleed that t.his wvork, liarassi-ý:g
alike to studeût, teacher mnd examniner shouîld occur witlî such ter-
rible regularýity and frequency ? If pupils are to be wveighied and
îneasured at intervals let it be an houiest test of growth, not a test of
tireir capacity to receive and eînpty out wlîeîî tapped a certain nunu-
ber of facts. If we iinust. have examnations let us niake then a
source of streumgtlî not of weakness. Let sucix tests be fewver, but Jet
thireu be fair tests. Let theni occur at tinues when they are not ex-
pected ; eertainly not at the end of a terni, at a tiruie wlîen body and
niad are exhausted. Let exaininers frame qluestions that wvill estiru-
ate the quality not tire quaatity of knowledge ; a test that knowled-
lias beeui assiimilated not siiuply gathered. A.nd then if estiîuating
the vaitie of such papers is worth. paying for. let it be at a mate that
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