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van among, the nations in the great and im-
portant work of providing an efficient system,
of general education for the whole commun-
ity.3» His keen interest in the question is
evinced by a sketch which he gave in an of-
ficial. despatchi embodyîng an account of the
plan in its religious aspect by its leadingf or-
ganizer, Dr. . Ryerson. His biographer
points to the contrast between what had been
done in the Colony twenty years ago and
the present state of the question in the mo-
ther country, aDd observes that it may cal
to mmnd Lord Elgin's remarks as to the rapid
growth wvhich ensues when the seeds that fall
from ancient eieperience are dropped into a
virgin zoil. In the case of the mother coun-
try, however, there is an obvious connect-
ion betwveen the existence of an Established
Church, claiming the education of the people,
and the tangied state of the Educati6n ques-
tion; and equaliy obvious is the connection
between the solution of the Church question
and the solution of the Education question
here.

The advocates of religious education will
read vith pleasure the Governor General's
eloquent words, which were spoken at the
opening of the Normal SchooL

"And now let nme asic this intelligent audience,
who havceL lz indly listcned to me up to this moment
-let me ask ti7.m to consider in ail scriousncss and
=arnestness whbat that great work rcally is. I do not
think that I shall bc chargeable with exaggcration
,when 1 affirm that it is the workc of our day andi gen-
eation ; that it is the prcblcmn in our modem soci-
cty îvhich is most difficuit of solution ; that it is the
ground upon which carnest and zealous men, unhap-
pily toc ofien and in toxnany countries, rocet flot te,
co-operate but to wranglc ; whilc the poor and the
ignorant inultit-ides around the.-n are starving and
perishing for lack cf knowlcdgc. WelI, then, how
bias Upper Canada addresscd lieiself to the execution
of this great work? Ilow bas shc sought te, solve
this problem, te overcome this difficulty ? Sur, I
understand frcm your state in:nts--and I corne te the
saine conclusion fi-cm my own investigation and ob-
servation-that it is the principle cf oui- commnon
school systcm tliat its foundation is laid deep in the
firin rock cr cur rcmmcn Christianity. I understand,
sir, that Nvhile the Narying Nievvs and opinions cf a
xnixcd religicus socicty arc scrupulously respected,

wvhile ever semblance cf cjictation is carerully avoid-
ed, it is desired, it is earncstly recommended, it is
confldently expected and hoped, that every child
%vho attends our common schoolssballlearn therx that
lie is a being who lias an interest in eternity as ivell as
in trne ; that lic has a Father towards whom he
stands in a dloser and more affecting and more en-
dearing relationship than to any earthly father, and
this Father is in heaven ; that be has a hope far
transcending evcry earthly hope-a hope fuit cf im-
mortality-the hope, narnely, that that Father's king-
dom rnay corne; !int he has a duty which-like the
sun in our celestial systcm-stands in the centre of
his moral obligations, sbcdding upon them a hallow-
ing light which they in their tui-a reflect and absorb
-the duty cf striving te prove by bis lue arid con-
versation the sincerity cf his prayer that that Father's
-will rnay bc donc upon carth as it is donc in beaven.
I undcrstand, sur, that upon the broad and solid plat-
foi-m wvbich is raised upon that good foundation, we
invite the ministers cf religion cf aIl denominations-
the de/acto spiritual guides cf the people cf the coun-
try-to take their stand along wvith us ; that se far
frorn hampering or impeding them in the exercise cf
their sacred functions, we ask, and we beg thera, te
take the childi-ca-the lambs cf the flock, which, are
cornmitted to theircare--aside, and to, lead tbemn te
those pastures and streams wvbere tbey wilI flnd, as
tbcy believe, the food of life and the waters cf conso-
lation."

A tender feeling,, of ivhat was due to sub-
ject races -%vas a noble part of Lord Elgin's
character as a colonial govemor. lie ex-
presses this towvards the Indians, and advo-
cates a system of drafting their most promis-
ing,, youth into civilization throughi indus-
trial schools. Hie seems, however, far from,
sanguine as to their future. '«Uniess there
be some reasonable ground for the hope that
they will be eventually absorbed in the gen-
eral population of the country, the Canadian
mile is probably destined in the long run to,
prove as disastroustothem asthatof the Unit-
ed States." If itis asdisastrous tothe Indians,.
however, it will net be s0 disastrous te us.
We escape the guilt, and the moral conse-
quences te, our own character, of the exter-
mination of those unhappy tribes which the
Anuericans are carrying on. There w%,ill be
no skeleton of a murdered man beneath the
hearthstone of the Canadiait nation.

On the question of colonial defence, Lord
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