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Among the most distinguished of modern
commentators, on prophecy, is Keith, That
writer endeavors 1o shew, and what he says,
to me at least, is very convincing, that the
pouring out of the seven vials of the wrath of
God on the parth as foretold in the sixteenth
chapter of the Book of Revelations, commen-
ced with the first French Revolution; and
that the fourth vial ended with the fallof Na-
poleon, and the re-establishment of the Pope
—what is said in Keith’s work of the fifth
vial wants, I think, the same cleamess of de-

monstration. e seems to think it was then
(about 1829) in coutse of fulfilment, and that
the sixth vial had also began to be poured out.
The calamitous events which had shortly be-~
fore that time befallen the Turkish Eupire,
viz : the battle of Navarino, and their wars
with Russia, and the Pacha of Egypt,naturally
1rd to the ideq, that the trainof of events, viz:
the great reduction of Mchometan powers—
signified by the drying up of the « great river
Fuphrates—had commenced. This may be
the case ; for the paunng out of the fifth and
sixth vials may be partly simultanesus: yet
itmay be observed, tgat of tate years the Turk-
1sh Emypire, by the reforms of its late and pre-

sent sovereig., has beenrather renovated than
otherwise.—But to return to the consideration |
of the fifth vial; whatever difference of opin- |
ton there may be as to the exact period ol its |
coiminencement, it is scarcely -possitie fori
hose who believe that the nise, progress, and
-1 of the Papacy is foretold in Scripture, to
sid coming to the conclusion, that it is now
nz poured out.  And here it may be use-
.ul to have the exact words of Scripture im-
mediately under our eye, viz: the 10th and
111h verses of the XVIth chapter oiRevela-
tions—*¢ And the fifth Angel poured out his
vial opon the seat of the beast ; and his king-
dom was full of darkness ; and they gnawed
their tongues for psin, And blasphemed the
Ged of heaven hecause of their pains and
their sores, an:) repented not  of their deeds.”
Let us now consider the state of Europe for
the last two years. How graphically do the
alfove few lines depict it, or if inclining to the
opinion that the pouring out of the vial com-
menced with the downfail of Napoleon, and
restoration of the Pope, as Keith supposes, we
take a retrospect of Europe for the last 30
yeats, how descriptive of the state of every
Popish country throughout the world sre the
above words of Seripture. The kingdom of
the beast everywhere has, indeed been + full
o! darkness>—spiriteal datkness and super-

stition—¢darkness has indeed coverod the , during tho late comnotions, and wo shall sco,

nations, and gross darkness the people.”” It {that just in

is quite unnecessary to cite proots of this;

every reader of history, every observer of the |

times, unless he is a partakerof the darkness,
must be sensible that the kingdom of the beast
is indeced dark. Nay, even Protestant coun-
tries, and more especially their rulers, have
laboured under a sad dimness, as it respects
Popery. Viewing that hideous monster—the
beast with seven keads and ten horns, asin
a twilight, they have had no clear idea of his
portentous form and savage nature. Heuce
their unceasing and vam attempts to make
Romanism an element of social order, which,
if order is to be combined with liberty, it never
canbe. The Romish Church,if not dominant
is a ceaseless agitator—if dominant, a sys-
tematic and merciless tyrant, having the cun-
ning and address, however, of making the civil
wer the eitensible instrument of hertyranny.
uch has been the case everywhere under
Popish rute--No wondcr, therefore, ihat men
have heen driven to the &esperatiun, signified
by  gnawing their tongues with pain”—no
wonder that where all is darkness, the God of
heaven is blasphemed. Alas! how can they
hope for deliverance from their political pains,
and sores, while they repent not of their deeds,
and what are those deeds? In the 20th and
21st verses cfthe IXth chapter of the Prophe-
¢y we are considering, we have but a too
truthful description of them. When the Eas-
tern Roman Empire fell, the rest of the men
which were not killed by the plagues then
ured out, repented notof the works of their
ands, that they should not worship devils,
(demons, or departed spirits) and idols of gold,
and silver, and brass, andstone, and of wood ;
which can neither see, nor hear, nor walk—
neither repented they of their murders, nor of
their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of
their thefts. Here we have Popery, asit was
when the Eastern Empire fell, and as itis at
the present day painted to the life, and until
men repent of these deeds, they may set up
this constitution or that constitution—but it
will all be 1n vain—:men may fancy they can
so frame political systems, that if only the due
mixture of monarchy, aristocracy,and democ-
racy be attended to, in their concoction, they
will stick together with an{ kind of rciigion,
as a cement, or with no religion at all. But
were they tosucceed in such an attempt, they
would accomplish what has never yet been
achieved since the world began. Civil go-
vernment, that is, any government that has
ever had a few months’ existence, has been
connected with some religion good or bad—
and the practical working of the civit polity
has been good or bad accordingl{'. One sol-
itary attempt duting the Freunch revolution,
or, at least anc of the French revolutions, was
made to found a government on Atheism, and
we all know how it ended.

The United States are not an exception to
the rule.  ‘The ur berween the Govermmentand
Chnsuanity may scem to he slight.  But it
wnust b.s remembered that that Christiamty 18
chiefly Protestant—that the gremt bulk of the
People tyere from the first Protestant, and still
are so, that thie Protestant Chureh was and 1
firmly estabhstied and wall endowed by the h-
Lerality of individuals, that Protestant prinei-
ples pervade the people, the goneral and States®
Governments, it 15 t0 this cireumstance, not-
withstanding the strong democratic east of their
civil system, that they owethat portion of liber-
ty and civil order which they enjoy. In
short politicians begin at the wrong ead, when
they endeavor to fonn constitutions first, and
catabhish raligion afierwards—or what is still
worse, leave religion out of their schemes alto-
gether, Itas as true in respect to natons,
as it in respect to familios and individunals,
that * god'inesa has the prowmise of this hfe as
well as of that which is to come.?

Lzt us look as the various nations of Europs

roportion a3, the rehgion of the

rent body of their people has been T’rolcstmn,
Envc they enjoyed internnl peace.  If wa look
back ta tho memormble epoch of the Refonnnti.
on, we find that the Countrivs in which liber-
ty was ostablished and still continues to fiour-
isl, were Protestaut ere that liberty could (ind
a congeniul oil. “T'heir religlon was reforined
first, aud then thoir governments. I is need-
less, to cite facts in proof of this; cvery teader
of history knowa them.  But in inodern umes,
though we havo plenty of reforms, n reforin in
teligion is the lust shing wo hear ol, if we hear
of it at all. “Men guow their tongues for
pain and b'aspheme the God of Heaven becaunse
of their pains and their sores, but they repout
not of their deeds, nor of the work of their
hauds, that they should not worship devils,ond
idols of gold und silver, and bemss, and stons
and of wood, which neither can see, nor hear,
nor walk, nor of their imurders (of the pure wor-
shippors of God) nor of their fornication, nor
of their thefls.

‘Ttiroughout the whole of that pare of wes-
torn Furopo, where Popery is still dominunt.
and which formed parnt of the ancient Roman
Empire, and subsequently, in scripture lan.
gunge, “the kingdom of tho heast,” we have
seen attempts o establish free povernments,but
no attempts whatever to abolish the establish-
ed forms of dolatry and supersution. Llad
succoss attended these cflorts n any ono in-
stance, we must have sought for the fulfilment
of what is said respecting the fith vial in some
other way, and at some future period. Tho
ruin of the hiberal constitutions of Romo and
Venice might, pethaps, easily have beon foro-
seen ; but who. without the aud of the propho-
tic word. could have forescen tho sudden re.
vorse wineh befell the Sardinian King in bis
attemps to break the chinins of Austrian tyran.
ny in Lombardy. Then ag:un, look at Hungary
Tt was hoped,and there scemed to be somne rea-
son to hope, that the tree of liberty had taken
firm root there, and that Hungarian heroism
would have been atle to protectat.  But alas!
it was rotten in the core, and tho nxe t/as at its
root, the estabhishment of the pure relipion of
Christ forined no past of the plans of %lun a-, .
rian patriots—and yet there are a million & half
of Protestants in Hungary—a'as*how long will
men of every denowmmnation strave 10 build con-
stitunions on sand, mstend of founding them on
the solid rock of religious princsp'e. No wonder
that so mueh trcachery and selfishness has boen
evinced by somne of the Hungarian leaders ;and
such & réadiness to cast off their fauth, or at
least the profession o1 their fuith, and 10 cm.
brace the rehigion of the false prophet, when
they supposed there was no other way ofescapq
from Austrisn and Russian tyranny. Was not
thns hierally ¢ blaspheming the God of Heaven
because of their pains and their sores.”

As it regarded Hungary, all seeimed to bo go-
ing on prosperously for her hrave people, not-
withstanding the fearfal odds aguinst them—
sympathy was evinced on their behalf in every
generous heart thropghout the ewvibzed world,
and m Britain more especially, whero sympa-
thy is never wanting for the brave and the op-
pressed.  Pobic mectings were hold, where
Magyarheroisin was wannly and justly ap
planded, nuy evenmitisters of the Gospelspoke
of the piety of Kossuth; and in proof of it cit-
ed 2 prayer in winch alas! the Saviour’s namo
isnot 1o be found. Patriots, nay even dead
patriots, scemed to bo the only Snviours on
whom the Hungarian leader rehied. Not that
bravery. and patriolism arc to be desprsod.
No!ihey are too valnable for that ; but they aro
splendid virtues, and are rewarded by the ap-
plause of man.  From gencration 10 gencerasi-
on, notwithstanding the tight which Protestan-
tistn must have emnted »n Hungary, the second
commandmont “fhou shaltnot make unto thoe
any graven image. Thou sbalt not bow
down thyself 1o themn’ was broken, and under
the perinission of a rightcous and jealous God
who visits the iniquity of the fathers on the
children when the children have filled up the
measurc of their fathers, the vial of wrath has
been poured out in om: day.  Oh! that ¢ when
the judgments of God are abroad on the carch,
theinhabitants thereof would learn righteouanes



