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burgh. He had no collengue in this charge,
and bis labours miust have been very considera-
ble, as lie requircd to prcach a lecture and ser-
mon in the forenoon, and another sermon in the
a.fternoon. As the Church is connected with a
large parish, hie had many daties to perîbrin in
his private intercourse amng the people,
besides others incidcntal to a city charge.-
While hiere, lie publislied in 1764, a volume of
Theologrical Dissertations. In the followving
ycar hie publisbed poshuinous letters of Mr.
Harvey, entitlcd "4Aspasio Vindicated,"' Nitli
a preface ; this wvas with the viewv of gruardingr
the people of Scotland against tîme proselytising
efforts of Mr. Wesley and other teachers. In
the preface, we find the followvingr passage
ci0f the sincere piety of soine of the teachers,
yea, even of their sounci principles, the publisi-
er -%vould think favorably. But whien lie reflects,
that one is at the lîead of tîmeir societies, who
bas blended witli some precious gospel truths,
a medley of Arminian, anti-Arminian, and on-
thusiastic errorse ho think-s it higb tiine to sound
an alarum to ail wvlio would wishi to transmit to
posterity the pure faith once delivered to the
Saints. If nien -were brought to believe that
right opinion is a slenC-e!- part of religion, or no
part of it at ala (asscrtions gyoted beforc fi-ont
.41fr. Wcesley,) there is scarcely aniy thing so
foolish or so wickcd, whicli satan may not
prompt thein to, by transforming himself into
an angel of liglit.*"

In 1767, Dr. Erskine was tra nslated from
Newv to Old Grey Friai-'s Churcli, in the saine
city. The charge wns a double one. Ilis col-
league was the celebrated Dr. Roberts-on, the
historian, with whom lie continued associated
during the rernainder of bis days.* It wvas

An anecdote is rclztced conrerning tlieqe twro cini-
nent men, vvhich, as it may serve to iiiustraît' their
respective characiers as larcaciiere, it May not bc im-
proper to notice hiere. It liîalpr.td on the furcnuion
or a Sunda«.y, abat Dr. Robert.son %vas expatizailît; to
bis people on tho cxcellcncy of vit-tue; vishing tu re-
cnmmend it to tîcir affections, bc -tpoke of u trans-
cenacntal beauty, and winding up lais discurse ini a
lively peroaration, lie procccdced to say, such wvns thc
attractiventeSS of titis liîavenlv gracé, tat if site ap-
piearcd on carth, ail men woîild bond tia ktîce aid
-worship her. Dr. Erskinc fiîliuwed iii te ufternnnn,
r-what lais text was %ve havc tiot hcard; but like
Elihlu, lie feit thn matter to ho of so xnuch mo-
mient, that ho was resolvcd also to Sivo3 his opinion.-
Rf<errnn; »Q g4o comamunication made on the former

about this time tlîat the unhappy disputes bro1kô
cut between Great ]3ritain and bier American
colonies. Dr. Erskine, wvho had long been on
tlie closest terns of friendship with many of
their best Divines, and had] taken the deepest
jnterebt i0 their well being, could flot be ex-
pected to remain silent. Hie publiL-hed a dis-
course, unclcr the titie,-"4 Shall 1 go to war
wi th my American bretlîren 1". His objeet apý
pears to have been to urge peace and concilia-
tion on bis brethiren, on both sides of the
Atlantic. 11e deprecated, too, the violent mca-
sures or certain of the colonists, as tendung tu
lead theni into an alliance (whicli indeed bnp-
pepned,) wvitlî Popishi France. H1e publislied a
second pamphlet foi- a more conciliatory policy,
iii opposition to the virulence of a certain class
of political wvriters in Bnitain. This wvas ad-
dressed to the Freehiolders of Great ]3nitain, by
one of their number,-wv1ich Dr. Erskine wvas.
lis biographer bias snid of this tract., "ithat,
wvlieni the period arrives for giving a genuine
Iîistury of the American controversy, there axe
statements and references in this tract which
oughit not to be ncglected." In 1776 hie pub-.
lishied one pamphlet more, arguing the matter
with another class of persons wvlo took up
scriptural ground. Its title wvass "The cquity
and wvisdom of administration, in the meastires
tiiot lia;e unhapr.ily occasioncd tic American
revoit, tu-led by &h sacred oracles." Other
counsels, hoiwever, prevailed on both sides thc
watcer, and it; is needless to speculate about the
probable consequences, hiad lus guod counsel
been flovd-severy one knowvs of the
dreacil secnes of bloodslied wvhich ensued,
until l3nitaiin saiv the w'Nisdom of acknowv1edging
tie inder.endcnce of lier colonies.

The next public matter which engaged Dr.
Erskine's attentiîon, -vas the Popish ReliefBfil,
wvhich bcgan to hc broachcd about this time.-
lie publisbed a panmplet opposing thismîeasure.,
on the most solid grounds,-for, being familiar
wvith Church llistory, ho look-ed on the Popish
faction as da-ngerous to the civil liberties of

part of tbe d.-y,-4" It lias haen said,1 'ho proccedecli
Ilthai if perfect -.irtuc nppe.trcd on cartda, ail mien
wotild wnarehip ber; hut, aht! my hrcthrcn, wvlîcr çhe
nppearcd ini tbe huai Çorm,siîiftil in bent the lnecy
in derision, ai cried ont, avway wvith lih hi m b
cruciried."l Titis anecdoto is not given by Dr. EV&
biographor, but it rcsts on the authority of tradition.

,s78


