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FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMISSION

It cannot be too often repeated
that it is not the duty of the
Commission of Conservation to
act in an executive capacity or to
exercise the functions of any de-
partment of government, Provin-
cial or Dominion. Our duty is to
investigate, enquire, advise and
inform. While, in so doing, it will
oceasionally become necessary for
us to do things which might be
regarded as possibly falling within
the function of a government
department, we should never carry
this work to a greater length than
is necessary to arouse interest in
it, to point & way to improvement,
and, in some cases, to colleet the
information necessary to the for-
mation of intelligent judgment.
While in each particular case that
arises, there must be an exercise of
Judgment on our part, the above
are the general lines upon which
we must act.—Sir Clifford Sifton.

DAYLIGHT AND INDUSTRY

Li;ht is an_ essentinl working
condition in all industrial estab-
lishments, and is of paramount
influence in the preservation of
the health of the workers. A
prominent investigator, who had
extensive opportunities to study
industrial establishments in Eur-
ope as well as Ameriea, states:

“I have seen so many mills and
other  works minernl»fy lighted,
that bad light is the most con-
spicnous  and general defeet of
American factory premises. My
own investigations for the New
York State Factory (‘ommission
support this view. In these inves-
tigations it was found that 37 per
cont of the laundries inspected,
49 per cent of the cund_v factories,
48 per cent of the printing places,
50 per cent of the ehv:'nml es-
tablt wese
lighted. There was hardly a trade
investigated mthouz finding a
lsrge  number mldeqluuly
lighted uublillmwn

roundings have a deep effect upon
employees, and where bad worki
conditions are allowed to prevail,
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MUSKRAT FARMING

The rising prices for muskrat fur

ree them.  In one year, the
ation prosecuted 200 poach-
ers; this was the result of the
nplvmlnl support received at an
annual banquet held at the Wind-
sor Hotel when $4,600 was sub-
seribed, enabling the Association
to send out men all over the

have aroused cousiderable interest
as to the feasibility of Im-«-dmg
this animal in eaptivity.
prices may have reached the
it is altogether likely that lhlu fur

country.

o\ﬁh in
rovi

rom all its members.

This association keeps
h with all the clubs of the
ce and receives complaints |
Tmmediate-

will command an attractive figure | ly on receipt of a complaint, officers |

for many years to come. The
farming of muskrat ought, there-
fore, to be a profitable business.

Present expecience goes to show
that the muskrat is not a difficult
animal to raise. It is necessary to
own or lease a stretch of suitable
marsh, lake or quiet stream, which
one could fence, if necessary. If
there are already muskrats in the
aren, all they need is protect on;
if not, breeding stock wmust he
bought from trappers. The rate of
nerease is fast; observers state
that the muskrat brings forth
three litters in a season, and from
six to nine in a litter.

Clear water is preferable and it
must be deep enough never to
freeze to the bottom. The food
consists mostly of the roots and|an
stalks of aquatic plants, such as
wild rice. flags, water-
and cat-tails.  Muskrats will some- | in
times partake of clams, fish and | wi
insects. If the food supply is not
sufficient they can be fed garden
vegetables,
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every oceasion endeavour to pre-
vent the taking of fur-bearing

imals during the closed season.
Poaching can be stopped, in a

il, from time to time, publish

the game laws, and if posters are
distributed to the railway stations

d post offices throughout the
year, the Associa-

English and French;
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substances which spoil the taste,

The present process is deseribed
as follows

The plant is thoroughly washed
to get rid of the salt, then it is
trested  with  steam, preferabl
under rather high pressure, whiel
causes the cells to burst and allows
the protoplasm to come out. This
mass is placed under lu(h ressure
and formed into eakes, which are
dried in a vacuum and |roum| into
a coarse powder.  The juice of the
mass is boiled in a vacuum to a high
grade  of concentration, which
eauses the salts to erystallize, and
they are separated from the juice
by means of a centrifugal separa-
tor. The juice is then mixed
with the powder, and the mixture
is pressed into pieces of suitable
size. The analysis of the food is

as follows: Water, 5 per cent;
protein, 1312 per cent; fat, 1-07
i earbonie hy-

lulose, 9 per

03 per cent.
Thp nmlynn- would seem to
show this food to be nourishing,
and the eattle are said to eat it ver,
willingly. It can be mixed wit
oileake. —U".8. Consular Report.

BRISK MARKET FOR RABBIT
SKINS

Regarding rabbit skins, the mar-
ket report of a prominent London
firm of hide and skin brokers
states: “After an interval of 10
weeks, public auet were held
on the 3rd December; 1,385 bales
| were offered and 1,326 sold. There
was u record attendance of buyers
and keen competition was in evi-
Jenee throughout the sales, and
practically the whole offering was
disposed of. Furriers’ best and
medium  grades appreciated an
average of 10 per cent.  Butchers'
were more readily absorbed
Iressers than hitherto at an ad-

food, is unlikely to migrate. Its|
principal natural enemies are the |
owl, hawk and mink.
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similar associations and h
work for the best mtemu of wild
life conservation, t!

more effective than it is
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are poor men,
t some " of the _most pmmmpnt

vance of 50 per cent for winters
and fairly seasoned skins, The
lowest price quoted for Australian
and New Zealand rabbit skins was
3s. 4d. per pound and much higher
figures than this were paid.
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