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the accompliesbment of salvation, in ourselves and in othere, be the labour of man,.
most congenial to Qed,,and its success the highest joy which He can have in the
human race. Wc believe, indeed, on the eleareet evidence, that the Lord rejeices
in ail his worke, that the very operation of the Iaws of mechîiniem -which hoIds
unpold plonets in their orbite je aceptable te their Author, and that not a
bldeofegrass eprings, or insept stirs iii this globe of ours, but ie oversbadowed
with sornething of God's first Sabbatic reet in it, as one of bis own bandiWorks.
So, too, the original warp and texture of the rational creation, in so far as it retains
God's Dame on it, is an objeet of bis complaccucy ; and the researches of know-

le ge the struggles of liberty, the long and toilsome efforts of political and social
piflnthropy, appeal, and not in vain, te God as marching at their lîead. The re-
lices of virtue, the reactione of conscience, the glimnicrings of religions truth amid.
thc world's deepest corruption and darkness, utteriy bielpiess as they are te re-
deem the eartb, or counterweigh the sterii diepleasure of God against every seul
of nman that docth evil, have Divine sympathies ou their side; and their self-
gained victury, werc it conceivable, over ail hostile forces, would minister the
purest deligàt and triumphi to the Supreme Witness of the combat. Yes, could
the human race, with onc mighty impulse, risc up againet the tremendous powere
of evil within arnd without, di-ive Satan into bis own abyes, and huiff nfter Jiim
the dcmoiebed wrecks of those systenis of eiïror and wickednees by which, lie
bas se tong deceived the nations, could they, by some great sacrifice te justice,
ebliterate the terrible debt of the past, and present theruscives, in the beautces of
a new-born loyalty and purity, -Nvrungoeut by Nature's ewn strife and agonj wbo
would se bail and exult over this deliverance as their Father and their Go , who,
had formned tbem to bc happy, and wvho thus sawv thern re-ascend frein a bottemîcess
depth te the level of their pristine glory 1 But bow immecasurably is this passive
deliglit, in a race self-aî'rested, and self-restored te their orbit ia the great systein
cf the universc, enhianced, when Ged becomes the prime ani sole mover in the
miracle ofthe recoery, at once the author of the reînedy, and of the will te, use i
and whien te compiacency in the resuit, je added complacency in the truly Godlike
activities that bave secured it! H ere the words apply, " It is more blessed te give
than te receive!1" and this sense cf self-moved love, which is the higheet deligbit
cf creation, miuet be the stili bighcr delight of redemption in pro'portion te the
vaster out-flowing of thc fuluese cf Ged 1 It is this greatuess cf God's gift which
iniprints a stamp cif infinitude on the wvhele enterprise, and, censequent[y, on Qod's
deliglit in its succese. The offering up cf the Gentiles is acceptable net only in tlie
ratio of God's love te human sont!? that escape disaster and receive benefit-nor in
the ratio cf God's love te higlier beinga3, that profit indefinitely by the display-
butin the ratio of God's love te hie own co-equal Son, whom he sparcd net, but
delivered up for aIl 1 Infinite blesseducess muet be the result cf infinite bounty;.
and the delighit cf God in the saving of ecd sinner, wlien each is saved by an un-
speakable gift, miuet be itef unepeakable. The very forming cf Christ in the
saved-the very sanctifying cf theni by the Holy Ghost as Hie spirit-the very
giving cf themi te lm as Ris everlasting reward, connecte them indisselubly with
thc memory cf tuis sacrifice; and thus the Divine fulness bas issued forth upon
them in an infinite tide, te return upon itef in equal reflux, and bas provided
itef with an infinite and eternal niirror, wberein it may sec its own travail, and
be satisfied! O f what werk cf man, cf wbat abher -werk cf Qed, can anytbing
like this be said i This must be the centre cf God'e plans, fer this alone bas a
resuit that is infinite, ]ike Rinise]f; and hence, in advancing the missienary enter-
prise, wu ttnd in thu sua uf the uni' % eral systein, we louk out froni eteraity upon
eteraity, and link the peace aud jo'y cf hunian seule in this dark and distant cerner
of creation, witb the vital 'blesseduess cf Hlm who filleth ail ln al 1HIere, how-
ever, we tremble as on a giddy heiglit. Let it be eneugli for us te sec as througb.
a glass darl<ly, that God's laet ends are ail associatcd .vitli man's labeurs3 ami prziy-

crs for mnan, and that the mystery uf Gud, for wvhich, ages have wvaited an d are
waiting, shall only be finished wberi the fragmente cf thi ue mmd cartb, shattered
into wreck-, and driven almest into darkness, shall have ben built up into tic pro-


