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and the solemn engagement to ail the duties contained therein," or
if he cannot taire time to look through ail these, let bim consider the
foilowing statute extraeted from the National Covenaut : IlThat al
kings and princes at thoir coronation, and reception of their princely
authority, shail make their faithful promise by their solemn oath, lui
the presence of the eternal God, that enduring the whole time of their
lives, they shail serve the saine eternal God to the uttermost of their
power, according as He hath required in Ilis xnost holy -word, cou.
tained in the Old and New Testament; and according to the same
word shall maintain the true religion of Christ Jesus, the preaching
of lis holy word, the due and right ministration of the Sacraments
now receîved and preached within this reahn, and shall abolish and
gainstand ail false religion contrary to the same, and shahl rule the
people committed to, their charge, according to the will and command
of God revealed in his foresaid. word, and according to the Iaudable*
laws and constitutions received in this realm, no-wise repugnant to
the said will of the eternal. God ; and shall procure to the uttermost
of their power, to the Kirk of God, and whole Christian people, true
and perfect peace, in ail timne coxing; and that they shail be careful
to root out of their empire ail heretics and enemies to the true worship
of God, who shall be convicted, by the true Kirk of God, of the
foresaid crimes."

The Scottish Covenanters and the English Puritaus were ardent
in the cultivation of wvisdïom, and eager to transmit it untainted to
their posterity. They were great in the-ir day, ma(ny of them 'very
great; and we of this age are indebted to themn under God, for
numerous and inestimable blessings. But certainiv it wouid have
been better, had they made less of statesmen and kiept dloser to tEe
word of the Lord. 11f they Ead studied the constitution of the
Christian church in the New Testamnent more accurateiy, tliey could
scarcely have committed themselves to a scheine of churchi-policy,
-whicb the IRedeemer taugbit not to lus aposties, and whicb, as might
have been anticipated, bard experience bas proved to be impracti-
cable. They appear to have feit in somne mieasure, as if when Popes
and Emperors were no0 longer to be autborized in the temple of God,
there was a vacaney that oughlt to be 6ilied by some visitile presence
potent enougb to be the founta.in of unity and order, the source of
defence and support. IL was not unnatural i thein to fèci so, ini
front of the Pope and bis allies. But more grace would have led thema
to adopt the policy of the apostles, and, iich their posterity are
learning to do now, look-: directl-y to the Kingr Invisible. An&xd what
did. they get by trusting so mucb to au armn of ilesh for protection,
for p)roperty and power? Did it flot Ùurn tbern off naked and bare
and persecute thern rnost unmiercifully ini the interest flrst of' prelacy,
then of popery? P And w-bat good bas corne ont of state patronage to
t'he churcb, since the glorions revolution of 1688? Let tie corrupted
and disrupted condition of the cliurch in the threc kingdorns of our


