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and that John, «%vlo alone uses the mnie
Cloras, neyer mentions Aipheus-it seeins
very reasonable to adopt the conclusion
that the hast evaugelist, ineans the saine
person as the former." Assuming this
reasoningr to be -well founded, the second
question must be answvere(I iu thu affirmna-
tive,-that is to say, James the son of
Aipheus and James the less, ,;on of 'Mary
and Clopas, wvcre identical. But why doos
M1ark cail hlm, "lJames the less " 1 In the
original Greek the terni is 'o micros-whicb
ouglit te be translated "1thu littie." The
comparative term, "lthe less," originated in
the Latin Vulgate, ývlîere the rendering is
Jacobis minor. 'fhe only reasonable ex-
planation. for the use of this diminutive
adjective is that James the son of Aipheus
was probably a littie nian, and that hoe is
s0 called te distinguish, hini froin James the
son of Zebedee wio, may have been a taller
main. As we shall see presently, it could
flot bc applied to bun with propriety in tho
sense of implying any mental inferiority.
Even in our own times it l8 mot uncomnion
to resort to such distinctiv-e epitiiets as "lbig
John " and Illittle John " in families or
clans where the saine naine is of frequent
occurrence. The third question is the
most difficult to answer satisfactorily. There
cau bo no doubt that James, the son of
Aiplieus, was the sanie as the person called
"4 James the Lord's bîotlier," since Mý\ary tlîe
wife cf Clopas, 18 nanied in the passages
just citqd as the niother of James and J oses,
and these are called by both Matthew and
Mark the brethren of Jesus. But when we,
corne te enquire if James was a full brother
of our Lord, in the usual acceptation of the
word, we enter upon debatable -round.
This subject lias been keenfly diseussed by
commentators and bas net been settled to
this day. The statenients of Mattliew and
Mark, taken by thenuselves, seera to decide,
the relationsbip, bet it must bo remembered
that the -words Ilbrother " and Ilbrethren "
are often used in Scripture te mnean merely
near -relatives. Lot was Abrabam's nrepbew,
Gen. Il :27, 31 ; and 14: 12; yet hoe is
called bis brother in Gen. 13 : 8; and 14:
14, 16; and Jacob was Laban's riepbew.
Gen. 28 : 2 ; thougli Laban calls hi his
brother, Gen. 29 : l5. If ive are rigbht in
believing that Mary Clopas was this James'
xnother, hoe could. not bo the brother of
Jesus ina the ordinary meaning of the Word.

I Th nature of the rehationship ivas fiar more
likely that of cousin, %whether hy the
father's side or the niotIxer's is douhtful.
John, in ch. 19 :25, apparently calis MUary
(3iopas "sister" of Uary the nother of
Jesus, but as it is flot likuely thiat there
were twu îUarys in theû saine faniily, it is
quite in accordance with the use of the
term. II ister " (as in the case of "%brother ")
to consider the mnother of James as eniy a
near relative-the sister-in"Iawv, or the cousin
of the mnother of our Lord. If the apostie
James had been the Lord's full brother,
Jesus would scarcely, wvhile hauging on the
cross, have commended lus maotlier to the
care of John-who Iltook bier te his owtn
hiomoe "-as if she were destitute of amy
nearer natinl proteêctor.

"lAil the opinions on the-se points are fully
given and discussed by Michlaelis, in bis in-
troduction to, the epistie of James. 1-o states
five different suppotitions -%vliehi bave been
advanoed respecting the relationship borne te,
Jesus by those wvlo are in the New Testament
ealled bis brothers;-(1) That they were t.he
sons of Joseph by a former wifé. (2) That
tbey were, the sons of Joseph, by 'Mary thia
mother of Jesus. (3) That they ivere the sons
of Joseph by the widowv of a brother, tc' n hom,
he 'was obliged to, raise Up children accordiuîg
to the laws of Moses. (4) That this deceased
brother -was Aiphieus. (5) £hiat they weie
brothers of Christ, flot in the, strict sense, of
the word, but in thbat of cousin or relation in
general, agreeably to the us%,e of lhe word
in the Hebrew Janguage. This last opinion,
first advanced by Jerome, lias been very
generally received since, bis time."*

The conclu'ion to -%vhicl -we hiave thus
been broughit is that James the less was

tlcson of Mary and Clopas-alias Aipheus
- -that lie wvas a near relative of Jesus Christ,
one of the tvei-ve aposties, and the writer
of the epistie that bears bis naine. He must
bo classed withi "lthe brethren" wbo, during
the earlier part of our Lord.'s ministry, "ldid
flot believe in him," John 7: 5. It seoins
from Mark 3 -.21, that oui Lord's -relations
generally were of the saine opinion as many
of the Je-ws ivho, derided Christ's preten-
tions, calling hini Ilmad," John 10 :20.
Ris kinsmen even wvent the lengtla of pro-
posing, to restrain hini by force, if necessary,
from, prosecuting his work, but before, pro-
ceeding te extremities, bis brethren and bis
mnother remonstrated. with hlm, MUark 3 : 31,
and were answered in a way that could mot

* Làves of the apostles by Rev. D.F. Bacon, p. 416.


