
Li îe Canadas possess pecilliar initerest as i!ieltdiiîg the greai chatiU
of' îresh ivater seas of thie Saint oaveemunet f the List
deluge aniong a thousand otheQrs, illustrative of the llitory of
count11ries whose more early, ciîilhzation lins <lestroyed thiese reniark-
ahie vestiges. Lake Superior itselg, as wcll a. «i 0i te oe
Lalzes, lias been va.itly lar'ger thiaî at present, as is iidicated I)v
aiicient beaches ring above cacli othc-r on successive hihpla-
teau, wic nearer or more (listant surrotund that; hody of -watvr.
They arc formied ofsand,cday aud rolledwiaterials, andiiLke1 îrm
contain layers of tlic firesh wvatcr sbeils whichi noiv iîîhabit its ruishy
s'hallow b.ays. The valley of Si -Eticane, six miles long at 'Malbay
atrords c i a swall scale, an excellent example of.- these appearanlc:s.
It lis bccn the bed of aniarrow Lake, with a depth at first 0 f'40()or
.500 féet, but -%vhich, thrice lias suddenly lowercd iii level en thie
destruction of its barr4er bcing as ofien repeatcd. These events,
anid Ltheir magnitude, are niarked by three cmbanknients, wich,
togetlier withi the miiddle of die valley, rougli witli tii.. iblong moumis
dcposited by conflicting currents, now constitute u&e flhrnis, of a
contented peasantry.

It becoines desirable to investigate thie geology fCadaro

its ncludiwng the vast sptir or oi1lut (lor want of a better terni) 11rui
thc Primi.tive mountains of' Labrador and Hudsoii's Bay, -- ich, c-
tcnding to the hcail of the NIississipi, divides the waiers flowing int
thie H-udson's Bay, froin those of the St. Lawrcnce, an'd pe-

ùertsfoii east to west flor nearly 2,000 miles into the greatesl
secondary basin i the wcorld. Tibis basin cons-Ists of alterniatiiugý
beds of saaid-stocs and lime-stones, placed horizontally. Its
houndairy skirting tii ;cs side of~ die Aileglianies, lass froui tlie
Canîadas to tlie guip'i cf M,,exico, fiien direct theïr coiurse westwardl
to the rocky mountaiins and nortnwards ali>lig tiîeir base at least as
Iiigli as thie Peace river or the Slave Lake; properly naîncd l"Thle
Lake of Outcasts." Froîn thence it trenîds irr'eguiariy eastwvard,
and occupies ail or niost of Llic Lakes on the route to, H-udsoîî's l' zy3,
great, part of ivhiose shores are coniîposed of calcarcous rocks.

To convcy an inte' Ïible accouiit of tic gcclogy of'so vast a re-
gion as Canada requires volumes. Vie shall proceed te sketcli a
few ofits mnore instructive localities-: coîmcencing %vitlî one iii cm'
own imniediate neiglîIborhiood. Vie shal nlot stop te dlescribe tce-
ncry with whicli Nwe are ail f'ariliar; but at once observe tliat thie
beautifuil group of rounded woody emninences iii tle rear of Mâoni-
treal withi rougli sloping sides, and hierc and thiere, an intcrrupted
cliff, partly ini ruins, comnsists chielly of crystalline hombleude, nas-
sive, shiapeless amin withiouit a trace of sti atification, cxcept flicfeeble
intimations affiorded by a few j)erpciidicular fissures. 'Ilis rock ii
onie of die Tmap famiily, whiich ive believe is correctly supposed te
bc a lava of a vcry d!istamît date, an idea much strengthened by ap-
pearances iiow to be (les -cribei. 'It uniderinys the greater portion,
if flot the wholc oflthe triangular sjnicc, ùîcluded by Moiitreal,' St.-
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