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HITRCAL SKETCH 0F THE cniting ot some four or five scattered
CONGRECTATION 0F PRINCE- bectilons becaine vacant and continued s0

TOWN, P. E. I. for six years. The3 were not however
jwhoily negiected. Dr. MuGregor and

BY RBV. A- B. DWCKZE. IRev.L)uncau Rosa agai1n visit-ed éhern oc-
ca:ssionally, though their visita were ne-

Long pastorates in one congregation at cessaily few and far between.
the present tinie are rather the excep-. In the year 1806 another preacher ar-
tion thau the general raie. Changes are rived froni Scotiand, Rev. Peter Gordon.
now.more frequent. A minister continu- Having preached in the ouIy two organ.
ing i one char ge until death is flot so zed congregations on the Island and his
common s ini gays of yore. The tiret services proving acceptible, calis were
Preabyterian church ia Truro lias only presented froni each. The Princetown
had three pastors in 116 years and the cali waa refused and accordingly set
congregation of Prinoetown which was aide.
the tiret organized on the Island enjoyed la the year 1808 the Roiv. John Keir
the the services of Dr. Keir for fifty commenced bis labours in this congrega-
years. tien and in 1803 received a eall. In Juno

This congregzation owes ita existence to 1810 hie wa8 ordained and inducted into
Soottish ià%igrtion. On two different the paistoral charge of the congregation.
occaisions famuiies came out froin the Fa- This cali was subscribed by 64 persona
therlaiid and located theniselvea atPrmce- %nd of thea. 84 oniy fourteen remained
town, and on th«i east aide of the Island, alive thirty years &go. For ten years
Seon after their arrivai in their ado ted Princetowr. continucd to receive one balf
home they recei-.-ed occasioaai visite rom of bis time and labours. The other hall
Dr. MeGregor, Revds. Duncan Ros, and was divided in different proportions b.-
Mwatthew lirippe. twepn New London. Bedeque, and West

At this tirnie kowpver the country was iside of Richmond Bay. Hi& labours dur-
vory Ppareel,- settled, yet in tht year ing these ten years were very extensive.
1800 not a few of the people were per- The conifortable modes of travel now en-
maitted to, znjoy the regular ordaices of 1 joye-I were then unknown. Carrnages
religion. Ia a newly settied contry could not be used for tiiere were no roada
when the ineans of intercourse was only on which they could ha driven. There
by the rude path and congregations corn- j was nothing but a foot path thrýugh the
prised a nmeofsections, service could woods to guide the traveiler on his
not of ic'urse be held in each settiement way.
every Sabbaýh. l'Fe foilowîng anecdote wiii serve to

The Lirst niniister wvho was settled over show saoie of lî-s trials and difficulties
Priucetowîi,the Rev. 'Mn. Urqehart, took in the way oIf trial and difficulties iii the
under lus pastoral care wvliat iow coni- way of travel in the early days of his
prises babne four or five congregations. .'îuiistry. P .Iin iuoîiduc
At regular iuîterva!s a sermon was' hy inlets of the sea Wh'len roada were
preachied iii cacli !o,.alitY but the country few the route along the shore was con-
being then almost. au unbrolieu fonest tlie sidered tlîe easiest anîd heat. MNi. Keir
laboura of the ininister were anduous, was trav-elling at one time on foot to the
a.nd the people had inany suenut Sabbaths. place where lit hiad appoiitcdl preaching.
Eiders however were ondained in eacii After passing over one or two in letâ they
district, the sa-eraînents wcre dispensed, reached one where tueu-e %cre no boats
and other pastoral duties pcrforned. or other meaus of crossing,. As Mr. Keir

Thus originated, K; 3'ears ago, the could not swiui the ouly plan they oould
amali beginning of the Preshy'terian, devise to, gainu the other side wa@ for hie
Chuczà in P. E. I. The tree a-t the ot- coin panion to tic the ciotheà of both in a
set wap of stunted growth, but in 2 u euo h tpo i edsi
years three more branches were added toven with thenu, anad then return to, as-
when the P. E. Island Pneebytery was siat Mr. Keir across. lu this ma:aner
formed which now numbers some twenty- they crossed over anud proceeded on tbeir
six congregations. Mr. Urquhart con- journey.
tinued te labour a-t Princetown about two iFor ten years the congregation conti-
years when he removed to New Bruins- 'nued as at first organized, but after thait
wick. Shorly after comùug t. the latter tinie three new charges were erect.d. Imi

prv e was croa.n the Miramichi 18V7 it comprised a district of country
RIvr inthe winter, feIl through the ice about ton mile@ square with the numbor
aad iras drownod. of adheroLts, gones-al attendance and

Tho congregation thua organized and comamunicats greater than before the se-


