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of the measlos about two weeks ago. Hor
parents wore both christians but they
wore poos. Miss Cort and I went a few
hours:after she died, to dress it, and we
found the little body on the bamboo floor
of their rickety old ﬁonse, and the poor
little form lay there with nothing buta
bit of old shawl over it. The cofin was
covered with plain white sotton but it did
not matter for we know the spirit of the
little ome was in Heaven and nothing
could make id look' so -beautiful here,
Hereo little children die as well as old Eto-
ple and no little girl or boy knows how
soon they may be called death. So
wo must always be good and try to please
*@od in anything we do.

I must tell you how they thresh rice
here, Firet they take a sharp s}nde and
cut the sod off a level piece of ground
then sweep it untilit is perfectly amooth.
This is the dry season and the ground is
very hard and dry, we have not had any
rain for nearly four_months now. After
they have o large place grepa:ed and
swept clean, they scatter & lot of the ripe
rice all over the spot then turn on six or
eight buffaloss and drive them ronnd and
round until they trample the rice all out
from the straw, _ After which thoy take
o fork or rakeand shake the straw and
pilo it up in atacks, then they clean the
rics in the wind.

I saw three or four women one day
taking'thehulls off the rice. One women

“built a little fire between tivo stones and
put a kintl of sheet iron pan ou the fire,
then put in about a bow! fuil of rice and
kept stirring it until the kernels hsgan
to crack and jump about. Sho then lift-
ed it off the fire #hd poured it into a
round deep hole dag outof a piece of
hard wood and two other women had a
large heavy pounder apiece and they
pounded the heated rice turn about just
a3 two men would hammer the red hot
iran together in the blacksmith shop.
After the hull is all off the rice they emp-
ty it out and pour some more in. There
ure rice mills here, but many of the
E:eople think thoy cannot offord to pay
or getting their rice ground, so they
olean it in the way I have doseribed.

Ilike the children here very muck and
have a great deal of pleasure in teaching
them. I canngt speak the language very
well yet, but study every minute I have
and think I will soon be able to under-
stand everything they say and be able
to make shem understand me, )

In the afternoon we teach the girls to
sew. They de not sit on chairs as we do
but right down dn the floor, sad if you

could only look into our sewing room
some afternoon between four and five o'-
clock, you would see about thirty women
and girls of all sizes sitting around the
wall of the room with sheir work.

They sew very nicely and we make a
great mauy garments ina .year. I often
give some of the little girls & jacket and
they are so delighted. Sometimes I give
them all & card apiece, for they do not
have many pretty toys and things here
like they do at home, and overy little
thing pleases them.

I wonder whether any of you will ever
be missionaries. I hope if you do not
come to Siam or somo other fareign field,
thet you will be good little missionaries
at homa. You can begin now if you ltke.
Do all the good you ean, and God is al-
ways pleased with good people.

enjoy the work here immensely. I
love to teach these children, and now
since T have gajned more knowledge of
the language I enjoy tho study of it.

‘We are much encouraged in the work
here. Withia this last year sixty-nixe
have united with the church, and over one
hundred are on probation, and will per--
hapsall join next commumion. Every
day people come to our homes to enquire
about our religion. Sometimes we go to
bed very tired but with a fecling that the
day has been spent for Jesus, and what »
aomforting thought that is.

ReBRccA MCLAREN.

LETTER FROK A PASTOR.

My Dear Children.—

In the last number of the MaritimePres-
byterisn you would see the names of the
young men who have gone out this sum-
mer to labour as Catechists. These young
mest are now sowing the sced of the Gos-
pel in the different Tocalities in the Mari-
time Provinces. Sometimes their reports
are published and though you may not
read them as readily as the letters of our
missionaries in Trinidad and the New
Hebrides, yet you ought to be as much
interested in them. Souls are just as
precious here as in heathen lands, and
though the gospel has long bern preached
here, heatheniem yet abounds. Let me
give you a few facts.

During the E)ast year the British and
American Book and Tract Society, Hali-
fax, employed as many Colporteurs aswo
have Catechists now labouring. These
men frequentily found families in Nova
Scotiz, New Brunswick, New Foundland



