THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Saturday, April 7.

The wenther Juw beon quite summer.
Bke this week and spring busmmess Is
moving freely.  Wholesule trade keeps
moderately active and retall trade in
thn efty is brisk in all seasonable lines.
Prices continue to advance and it is
generally belleved that thig year will
pase without sceing any important re.
actions. Afakers are all sold so far
uliead on leading staple Hnes that there
is not much room for i decliue. 3oney
contuiees scarce and Anril payments
were & a rule poorly met. Bank
clearinge show an expausion over i
year 3go of $221,269. Bank interest
rates hold firm at 6 to 8 per cent ac-
¢ording to name. Mortgage rates aro
G 10 € per cent {or city and farm prop-
crty. There is a good demand  for
nolecy. .

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Saturday, Apml 7.

{All quotations, unjesa otherwise spec-
ified, are wholesale for such quuntities
as are usbually taken by rotail deaiers,
13ul are subject to the usual reduction
on large quantities and w cash  dis.
counts.)

BUILDING MATERIAL.

Orders for stone and lime are decom-
ing morc pumerous and the prospects
are for an acive spring trade. Quo-
tationg for stone are:  Stonewall rub.
ble, $5.530 per cord; Stoucwall {ooting
$6.50 per cord; Stouny Mountain rubble,
$4.00 per cord. White llme is worth
20¢ per bushel, and grey lhoe 16e per
bvuthel.

nRY GOODS.

Winnlpes jobbing houses have had
numerous advices this week  of
adavances in the price of staplo cotious
such as ducks, sheotings, grey cut.
iou, ¢te. These ammount to from lc
t 11-% per yard. Afllls tlalin that
o o basis of present quotations for
raw cotton, labor, ete., wcse adviiices
are absolutely nocessary.  They mwuean
that when present stecks bought at
uld prices are exhausted higher values
wil! prevail here. Buyers at prescnt
in the old country ivoking for fasl and
wintar lnes find extreme Jifficnlty In
placlug orders, and prices {or import.
od guod are sure to be very nigh unest
fali.

GREEN FRUITS.

Ti:¢ season for navel aranges is about
over. Med. sweets arc taking  the
place of these. Jobbers have been
ubligec owilnly to the warm weather o
Lave nli Callfornia oranges brought in
utiger refrigeration, which cost 30c per
wex. They have accordingly advanced
the: price of fancy navels w $1.50 per
case and of fancy scedlings to $3.73
per case to take clfect on Monday, the
4th. The first carlot of Muditerranenn
sweety I8 to arrive next weok and will
Al at $4.00 per case. Bananas havo
been scarce and 25c¢ higher. Lemous
are plentiful aand show goud punlity.
Apvles are gelting scarce. We nuote:
Culifornia navel oranges, $4.50 per
cove for reguiar sizes. Californin seed.
bigs, $3.75: faney Med. sweets, £1.00;
California lemouns, per box, $4.75; ba.
nanag, $3.25 w £3.30; Caltfornin grapo
freit. €5 per case; apples, winter, $¢
o §5.00 per ULarrel; Cane Cod cran.
errfes per bharrel, $200; cocoanuts,
per aczen, S, Greno® le walnuts, 15c;
Towragona aimouds, iSe; Tiborts, 12¢;
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peanuts, green, Yc, roasted 12¢; pesan
nuts iSc pur pound maple sugar, per
round Ile, apple ctder, 33¢ per gale
on In barrels and half bacrels; fruit
clucr put up m 20 aad 30 gallon kegs,
per giadon, i0c: Californla layer figs
i 2. pound Loxes, 31.40; new Smyr-
uds it glove boxes, $2.00 per dozen;
10- 1k, hoxes, $1.50 per boxT dates, 7c per
I, in 11 cartons, 1ue; honey in t-ib.
giase jars, pey dozen jars, $2.50; Amceri.
can red onons, 3¢ per Ib.; jam, m 7 1b.
pails, per dozen, $6.50; lettuce, per
vozen bunches, 50c¢; radish per dozen
bunches, 50c.

GROCERIES.
Caswmed  goods  amraintaln thwir
olreagtin Leend jobbers are selling

thess goods too cheap as they can.
uot be replaccd at the prices now
asked. Raspberries and strawberrles
ave particular instances of tlus, Gieen
Rje coffer remutins strong and  gtocks
tn the eity are apparently light., ‘The
vutlook is that present prices of 10 1.2
aud 11 1-2¢ will Le maintuiced. Jorn
meal hase advancesd abous 10c¢ per suck
aud the jobbing prico is now S1.23
for sacks and 63c for hall sucks.
Sagars malntain their position of a
week ago.  The movement of greceries
i goud for the season but jobuwag
houses find coliections very bad.
DARDWARE

There are no new fentures Lhis w k.

Prices aroe firm uader an active spring

demand.
LUMBER.

Tiers is o Jarge demand for all Ginds
of lumber for building purposes and
jobbiugr concerns capnot take aure of
adl the orders they reccive, 1t might
be well to say that mills are sold
two wonths nhead on British Colum.
bix cedar lath.

PAINTS, OILS AND GLASRS.
Prices remain unchaunged from a

week ago though the market is ox.
tranely firm. White iead is  bemyg
sold here at & price 13¢ below what it
could be Iaid down for from Montical.
Glass 15 very firm and so also s gk,
The latter commodity is anlso Wwing
sold here at Jess than it would cost
to Iny it down. Varnishes wanifest
great strength and may go higher.
REBBER FOOTWEAR.

The now rubber f(ootwear list and
terms were made public prompliy wi
Aprrt 1, as expected.  There has been
a consyderabio advance mn the new st
price of solid ranbber goods, as  com.
parcé with tho old iist, amonnting tu
71-2 to 1212 per coent. On wluth
top lines the change in the list i uot
se great.  OUn some lines thers is prac.
tically no change, aad on others an
advanrce of T per cent or nord,

The main feature of the list is vhe
change in disconnts ami terms. Last
season the trade disconnd was 15 and
212 per cent., with & per cent off
for thirty days and 5 per ceat off for
ten days.  This scason the disconnt
has been increased to 25 per conid.
with. o} per cent. off for thirty Jdays
and 5 per cent. off for payment in
tea dnyr, A further disconut of 1 per
cont. will be given on fall orders plased
before July 1.

The cifect of these changes in dis.
connts will be to placo the retall trade
in o mrch belter position tiaan hore.
tofore, in handling rabber footwear.
The wmargin of profit on rubler oz
hins been toe small to allow the retatler
a reascunable profit.  Tetailers  will
now be ablo to make a Weiter profit
aud still seli at the iist prices. Davt
cloth goods, It will bo observed, will
cnst thie retailer less money than Iasy
seasol, as tho Inercaso in the discount
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i1 muck greator thaun the increase In
the list prices.  Sotac soitd cabber Hne-
will cost & hittle more. Retailers who
have the old and new lists will be able
to compare prices and discounts, and
{iggure out comparat:ve prices of ach
line,  On an average order the cost
will net vary very much from former
orices., '

There is also a change thls year in
the bonus allowed for quantities. Last
sCitsots @ bounus of o1 per cent. was sl
Iowea on purcliises of 82,000 ar over,
Thiv yoir the buaus will vary frow 2
par cent. on $1,000 up to 71.2 per
ceat. o purchascs of $5,000 and nver.

Al Winnipeg joblvers have agreed to
addhere strictly to the new list and
terms. : { ‘ ¢

Sume  rablber men are of  the
opinion that prices will be lnereased
before the season is over.  1n fact 1t
Las been hinted that there may be n
rcduetion of the discounts, but this
remains to be seen.

SCRAY.

Tho scrap situation nere presents no
new features.  Dealers are  looking
forward to an active trado later on
when spring collections beglt to ume
in. The formation of o scrap rubber
assccintton at Boston has been watch.
od with somo interest by the loeal
trade, a8 tile new Concern  wWis ex.
peete to take some action with re.
sard te prices. So far, lowever, nun
cluunge has been made.  Old metuls
have advanced l.de at Boston. We
quote prices hicre as follows: Quota.
tiony . a. b, Winnipex are: No..l cmjt
iron frea from wrouaght and malleavie
£14 per ton; No. 2, §7 por tom:
wrought iron scrap, $6.50 per tom:
leavy copydr, 10¢ per pound; red brass
S to $£1.-2¢ per pound; yellow brass;
keavy, 71-2¢ per pound; Jigbt_brass,
412 ty Sc per pound; lead pife or
ten Jead, 2 1.2¢ per pomudi zinc scrap,
I¢c per pound; rags, country mixed,
5Ge: rubber, free from rivets, Lhckles
amd aretp = 30 per powud; white Jedger
paper 1c 1b.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE. .
WHEAT—The renrwal of activity in
the wheat market noticed in last
werk's veview has continued to amod-

_erate extent over the pist weck, but

canuel “bee said  to have increased.
Thife: was . a. gradually  advaacing
wovement o prices up to the middle
of this week, culminating ¢a Weodnes.
dav, when 3¢ advance had boen secur-
od over unwoeck aygo, bul the list two
dayy the advanee has been Jost agadn,
aml at il closes  of yestors
dav’s murkes prices were found to be
1.5 Jower than 2 week a0 While
tnls Is 50, it would snem ay i it werg
merely  the workings of the specuins
tive morket, Wweause previous to sthe
et few days the daily news and in.
formation regarding  the movement
of wheat, the demand Jor Iy, and the
prospects for coming erops, have been
&' tinetly earlsh in their nature,
and in {ace of —that, inarkets hiave
kek! up and even advanced w distlo
Within the last few days the dally
reports furnished to  the trades dre
of a loss bearish color and the mar.
xet declines. Recently sicre  seems
frier admission of extensive <damage
0 winter wheat In the mportans
states of Lhlo, Indiann and Michigan
and a loss confident tone as rogards
thie prospects for the crop in parts
of the contiguons states. The state
Teport for Ohio recontly issncd grives
e condition fn that stale as only
46 compayed to SG on JApril ! last
yar. The United States mavernment
crop report for Mareh will bo issued



