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*  question of a local supply of raw material
' 2 grequires no consideration, asit isin reality
§mlimitcd.
§ Tho demand for such products comes
L: next for consideration, and an estimate
‘;'or Manitoba alouo shows that over 1,000
%)ounds of paper of the class indicated is
fised daily in the Proviuce. Could a local
'§upply be obtained the demand would un-
éoubtedly increase very rapidly, and with
" fhe rapid scttlement of the country and
., {he numerous additions which are heing
made to the number of newspapers aud
bther published matter, the demand is in-
" ereasing now with wonderful rapidity,
+.hnd bofore another year has passed will
in all probability exceed 2,000 pounds a
Jf‘dny‘ Some of the mills of Lastern
> Canada which are now numbered among
" 'the most extensive of their class in the
Dominion started with a much smaller
demand than this, and the prospects of
. Jits increasing were certainly far from
dbeing as bright as they now are in the
North-West.  There is scarcely a doubt,
: therefore, that o will for the manufacture
¥of wood pulp paper would start upon a
“‘paying footing by the time it could he
constructed and fitted with machinery.

2

There is o conmmon belief that a paper
Fmill can never be made to pay unless run
‘£by water-power, but in a new country
like the North-West, industrial under-
takings can be made to pay, which in old
! settled districts it would seem commercial
‘S folly to commence.  This common belief,
therefore, can be easily st bverted by a
practical proof in Manitoba.

But the North-West is not without
o 3water-power for manufacturing purposes,
"5 8 At scores of points on our rivers dams
Ecouid be made and power secured, and it
Zis an acknowledged fact that at Rat Port-
Yage thera exists a water-power second

4
Tﬁ;-‘!only to that of the St. Anthony Falls at

over these falls of being much more easily
.. #utilized for milling purposes, and does not
. S&require any outlay in order to prevent its
; ”%bmxking away.

% For the manufacture of pulp paper,
2 therefore, the raw material supply is at
hand, the local demand for the product
Ais daily increasing, and nature has sup-
- plied all the water-power that could be
¢8 desired. The capital and the enterprise
azerc now all that are wanting, and we
have no doubt but if the matter receives

ho found wanting.

.

proper consideration.neither of these will.

In discussing the railway question in
Manitoba  which is nothing more ur less
than the powers and privileges of the
Canadian  Pacitic Railway -it must bo
borne in mind that unlike cvery other
line in Americea, except the Intercolonial,
the Canadian Pacific is an imperial con-
ception, adopted as a national undertak-
ing, with the hope of its hecoming a suc-
cessful commercial venture.  The iden of
the railwny wns projected by Col. Synge,
an English military officer stationed in
Canada, he conceiving that it woula be a
grand strategig alvantage for Britain to
have an iron highway across the Con-
tinent, not only in case of a rupture be-
tween the Amerieans and the British, but
also in any emergency which might avise
in the East.  The proposal of Col. Synge
was discussed at the time in some of the
Euglish periodicals, and, like the Suez
Canal, was supposed to be the dream of
a somewhat erazy enthusiast.  But like
the Suez Canal idea, that of an imperial
highway across the Centinent was revived
from time to time as some other daring
flight of enterprise was consummated.
When the confederation of the older Pro-
vinees of Canada was effected, and the
Dominion of Canada had acquired by pur-
chase the Hudson Bay Territory, the
Canadian Pacific Railway may be said to
have come within the sphere of practical
politics,

The Pacific Railway scheme cropped
up every year in one shape or another
from 1867, when Confederation was
effected, but it was not until 7871 that it
became a living issue. Negotiations were
then and had been for some little time in
progress for the admission of the Crown
Colony of British Columbia into the Do-
minion, so that the entire Continent of
British North America might be brought
under one legislative control. In the
basis of union there was a clause inserted
pledging the Dominion to give the people
of the Pacific coast communieation by
rail with the East through Canadion ter-
ritory within ten years. From this it
will be seen that the Canadian® Govern-
ment adopted as a political necessity for
the unification of Canada a scheme which
there is not an absence of all reason to
believe the DBritish Government was
urging upon the Canzadian Govermmnent as
a desivable instrument for the preserva-
tion of the integrity of the Empire,

It is neither the part of Tur CoMyEr-

“} craw to praise nor to condemn this enter-’

prise in its imperinlistic or political as-
pects.  As a commercial undertaking, the
railway’s prospects of success may be
gathered from the fact that when the con.
tract was made with British Columbia
the Dominion nuthoritics were alisolutely
without any positive information regard-
ing that great track of country lying be-
tween Thunder Bay and Algoma Mills,
This region had been traversed by the
adventurous foot nloue of the trapper, and
all that he could tell regarding the surfaceo
was not likely to be of much advantage
to even the most instinctively accurate of
engineering projectors.

A commercial recommendation to the
Canadian Pacific railway at its inception
was, therefore absolutely awanting, Sur-
veyors were sent out, and by degrees it
dawned upon those in authority that the
work was one of a magnitude such as
placed it beyond the unskilled control. of
any Government ; therefore the Govern-
ment of the day looked about for private
capitalists to undertake the construction
of the railway.

Hon. D. L. Macpherson * figured on
the job,” as the saying is, but he could
not charm English capital from the
pockets of the money I.-ds.  Then Sir
Hugh Allan took the matter in hand.
His credit was great at that time, and
he went over to England, and it is said
that he would have succeeded, had not
contributions come to light which he
made to the election fund of the party led
by Sir John Macdonald, which was then
in disfavor mainly through old age. These
revelations killed Sir John's Government,
and the provisional agreement with Sir
Hugh Allan, whose connection with the
Canadian Pacific Railway cost him
$364,000.

Hon. Mr. Mackenzie tried to induce
contractors to take up the work, but
though lhe offered most liberal induce-
ments no one would take the risk. With
heavy face the Premier set himself to the
task of bLuilding the road as a Govern-
ment work.  Recognizing the political
necessity of obtaining an all-Canadian
route, and the national ruin involved in
constructing the Thunder Bay brench
during the period of depression, Mr. Mac-
kenzie hit upon the idea of utilizing the

water stretches. This failed, not from .

& Jack: of honesty of purpose, but because
it was 2 compromise in a case where com-
promise was synonymous with defeat.
AMr. Mackenzie, however, constructed the
Pembina branch, to which the Manitoba




