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JOHN ROBSON CAMERON.

W. C. MCHOL, OF THE HAMILTON HERALD.

AKE a parir of keen but kindly blue eyes set i a round,
T fat, good natured and heawly mustached face, and be-
neath a brow so lofty that st almost reaches over to the back of
the neck ; take a figure that s shghtly inchined to embonpoint
and is apt to up the scales anywhere between two and three
hundred pounds ; attite this figure in plain, unostentatious garb,
crown 1t with 2 wide brimmed, soft felt hat, creased down the
middle and set a bit mkishly on one side of the head, and you
have a farrly accurate idea of John Robson Cameron, editor of
‘The Hamilton Spectator, and author of more clever shas than
perhaps any wnter who has ever contributed to the Canadian
press. ~Mr. Cameron 1s an accomplished and capable all round
newspaper man, but he has one talent in which he is uniue in
Canada—the construction

Tue PriNTter axp PunLisuer 1!

He had written inany odds and ends for ‘I'he Canadian before
then, but on this occasion the editor of the paper was callud
suddenly anay un sume unportant business and young Cameron
was left in charge.  For three weeks the editur was absent, and
those three weehs were perhaps the liveliest newspaper weeks
that Sarma has ever knowan,  Left to biumself, Camerun kicked
abuut with all the wbandun and delight of a three year old colt
He stirred up the dry bones of
the municipality with the eaemess of a boy and a
pencil that ran riot n brightness.  Staid old  Sarnia
wondered what was up. Swh a journalisue cyclone had
ucrer stiuch the town befure.  So great was the demand for the
paper dat the presses could hardly priat it fast enough. When
the editur returned three weeks later Cameron onwne the town,
and had taken to parting lus hair in the middle, bat he had a
less exalted opinion of him-

turned out to pasture.

of satincal newspaper para-
graphs. Wehave, and have
had, other paragraphers en
the Canadian press whose
work shows a fine develop-
ment of the humorous fac-
ulty, but in these skits that
have made Mr. Cameron
famous among newspaper
workers, there isa quality
of satire that gives them an
absoluteindividuality. This
satirical strain is, indeed,
so strongly developed that
those who do not know
the man might gather from
it that it came from a sour
and embittered nature, but,
like Thackeray, who was
always misunderstood, save
by those who knew him
best, he has a kind and
generous heart, and a dis-
position that is sweet and
gentle to a fault.

Mr. Cameron was born
in Perth, Ont., on the 1gth
of April, 18435, and, as a
consequence, he s at this
writing within a stonc’s

self whe be found what a
hard time the editor was
havng to get lack o the
goud graces of s Tory
fricnds, many of whom had
been mntally offended by
the free and casy manner
in which the young man
had trampled over their
pet corus.

But his three weeks' ex-
perience as an editor had
given Cameron the news-
paper fever, which licks up
the blood, and is only cured
with death. For a while
he broke away from jour-
nalism to go with Wolscley
on the Red River rebellion
expedition, where he cov-
cred himself with mud and
glory.  But he soon grew
tired of soldiering,and weng
to Winu.Jpeg, and assisted
at the Dlirth of The Free
Press, with which he was
connected for many jears.
T'he Free Press was a suc-
cess from the start, and so
was Cameron. Herman for

throw of his fifticth birth-
day. Hebegan lifein carnest without any more cducation than
the law allows by sweeping floors and washing rollers in a print

ing office. It wasno joke to be boss devil in a country printing
office fifty years ago, but Cameron grew fat and healthy on the
kicks and cuffs with which his arduous scrvices and his love of
mischief were rewarded. The boy had an alert, enquiring mind,
the ability to see things, and the further ability to tell other
people what he had scen and what he thought about jt, and
these are qualitics without which no man can be a successful
journalist. It is notto be wondered at, therefore, that after an
extended experience as a practical prnter lis fingers Wegan to
itch for a pencil and a pad of paper. It was while he was
cmployed upon The Sarma Canadian some umein 1805 that
he got his first opportunity to show what he really could do.
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aldcrman, was clected, and
itis related of him that while he sat in the Council Chamber,
he would busy himsclf wnting editorials for his paper when not
engaged in making speeches.  As he wmade it a point of speak-
ing on cvery subject that came up, it will be scen that his time
was fairly well occupicd.

Before coming to ilamilton to work upon The Spectator,
Mr. Cameron was employed for some time upon The Guelph
Hemld. Yo such an eatent did he impress his individuality
upe  the Guelph people that his name s a houschold word
there to this day.  In conjunctivn with 2. ¥, B. Johnston, the
well-hauwn Tutonto lasyer, he stasted a aeckly paper in Guelph,
called, if I nustake not, * The Crine™ T was a model of bright-
ncas.  Uafortanately four their dreams of furtane, howeser, the
treasurer collected all the advertising accounts on the day the



