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strong opposition, as logging this winter
has been expensive. 1t Is estimated that
the log cut on the Upper St. John river
will be about 115,000,000 leet, which is
slightly less than the cut of last year.
Late sales of square ind waney timber
bave confirmed the savanced prices re-
ferred to in a previous issue. One
authority quotea the following prices for
waney timber for the Quebec market,
average 24/25 feet lineal: 16-inch girth,
64 cents per cubic foot; 163§-inch, 65
cents; 17-inch, 66 cents; 17)4-inch, 67
cents; 18.inch, 68 cents; 183%-inch, 69
cents; 1g-inch, 70 cents. Of course, in
order 10 realize such prices the timber
must grade 8o to 85 per cent. first-class.

MANITOBA AND BRITISH COLUMBIA.

The Jdemand for lumber in the west i?
still light, but there i plenty of business ia
sight. The permits issued since the first
of the year for uew buildings in Winnipeg
presage another very active building
season, with a consequeot heavy demand
for lumber. The British Columbia saw
mills bave sufficient orders 10 keep stocks
from accumulating in iarge quantity and
the outlook for the npring tradeis con-
sidered bright. Negotiadons are under
way with the object of preventing, if
pmsible, xome of the ruinous competition
for which the United States manutacturers
have be.n r.osponsible. The plan is to
oblain a concessivn on freight rates from
tho Canadian Pacific Railuay, this to he
followed by a readjustment and slight
lowering of lumber piives.  Conferences
are be'ng held in Winnipeg this week with
the ol j ‘ct of puriecting 1he scheme.

Washington manuf.cturers have made
an advance of 10 cents por thousand on
shingles, which have been exceptionally
Jow in price for some time pavw, and it is
reported thal similar action will he taken
by the manufaciurers of Britsh Columb'a
in respect to th.t pontin of the product
marketed in the Eastern States.

UNITED STATES,

Severe wea'her has cccasioned inactiv-
ity in the lumber m 11 ket and the prospect
of a continuaton of cxist' ng conditions iy
not regards d with javer by those who have
large stocks roady for 1he «p ing trade.
Howmever, the out'ook hus br'ghtened
duiing the past week. A few buyers have
visited the Lake Superior divinict and
closed contracts for wtocks o1 hand and to
bo manalactured. That diy docks are
we'l nigh cxhauned ia proven by 1he fact
that at Dulu h thete is only one stock of
pine lumber still unsold. Every box board
has been picked un, and material whirh
two or three years ago would te classed
as refuse and buioed now finds a ready
market for box-making purposes. Buffalo
and Tonawanda dealers are looking for-
ward to an active demand as soon as
spring open, as yard stocks in the Eastemn
States are known to Le very low. The
disastrous fire in Raltimore will also create
a very heavy demand for building material
for the recoastruction of the burned aistrict.
Pine pnces are steadier than they have
been, consumers apparently appreciating
the shortage of stock to a greater extent
than they did earlier in the winter.
¥ Hardwood prices in Michigan this winter
are higher than ever before. Log run
basswood is bringing $25 per thousand,
soft elm $21, birch $21, and maple $15.
While some buyers are pursuing a conser-

vative policy, others are satisfled that
prices are at rock bottom and that nothing
is likely to be gained by [waiting. The
winter in the north has not been favorable
for getting out hardwood logs, but in the
south good progress bas been made, and
there is likely to be a large production of
southern hardwoods this year. Orders tor
shingles are more numerous and the
market is firmer. A heavy spring move-
ment is soticipated.

GREAT BRITAIN.

The British macket still displays much
besitancy. Importers do not look with
favor upon the high prices that are asked
for new stock. They are not disposed to
close contracts at shippen’ figures, and
consequently the contracting season has
been very backward. It is predicied that
it will be the end of February before there
is any buyiog to upeak of. The com-
mencement of hostilities between Russia
and Japan has increased t'e prevailing
uncertaintly.  The effect of the war, even
if confined to tue two nations now involved
will be to create a heavy demand for
money and increase the difficulty of secur-
ing accommodation for building and busi-
ness purposes generally.

Holders of pioe and spruce dexis wil)
probably profit by the increased prices
being atked tor 1904 stocks. Thereisa
light supply of regular sizes, uny accumu-
lation being confined to oddrents, which
are at no time in very good demand. Coa-
sumers are still refusing to buy square and
waney limber excepting where it must be
used. Rock elm and cak are .Jow 30 high
in price that substitutes are being sought
after, and this may curtail the coasumy.-
tion during the coming season.

THE WHITE PINE PRODUCTION.

The statistics coveriug ihe year 1903
show very clearly that the white pine pro-
duction is gradually diminishing. Mizhi-
gan, Wisc and Mi ta comprise
the white pine centre of the United States.
The 10tal cut of these three Siates reached
the Ligh water mark in 18go, when the
cut wan 8,597.623,000 feet.  The lollowing
year witniaved a slight decline, and i”
18)2 there was aga'n an increase 10 8,504,
09,000 f ct. In 1893 the cut was 7,000,-
oco,0v0 feet, but 1his amount has not since
teen reached, and tlere has been a steady
dec ine 10 4.591,c00,000 feet last year, the
lowest point reached since 1878. Nothing
ccu'd more conclusively show that the
northern pine supply of the United States
has d..clined beyond the posmbility ot any
approach to the ouiput of even six or
seven YCars ago.

With the decadence of the Michigan
timber supply operators turned their at-
tention to Ontario, where all energies have
been conceatruted towards a large pro-
duction. Notwithstanding this fact, as
well as the prosperous condition of the
lumber trade, the tutal production of the
Ottawa Valley and Georgian Bay districts
last year was little greater than in the pre-
vious year. The Georgian Bay district
shows an increase ©o! 60,000,000 feet, but
this is offset to a large extent by a reduc-
tion of 46,000,000 feet in the Ottawa Val-
ley cut.

Equally interesing are the statistics in
respect 10 stocks on hand at the mills  Of
the Minnesota, Wisconsin and Miclugan
production the stock on hand at the close

of last year was 1,964,000,000 fost, the
lightest in the hands of manulacturers
since 1887. It is 148,000,000 feet less than
1903, 420,000,000 feet less 1han in 1901,
875,000,000 feet less than 1900, 764,000,
ooa (eet less than in 1899, 1,559,000,000
feet less than in 1898, 1,051,000,000 leet
less than in 1897, 2,089,000 000 feet less
than in 1896, and 2.216,000,000 feet lens
than in 1895.

No complete statistics are obtainable in
reference to the quantity of stock in the
hands of manufacturers in Ontario, but
after careful inquiry it may be said that
almost the entire production of 1903 has
passed out of first hands. There is abev-
lutely n> box lumber unsold at the mills,
and very little of other grades.

It is not only at the mills that theie is a
shortage in the pine supply. Statistics
compiled by the new White Pine Associa-
tion of Buflaio and Tonawanda show there
are 144,000,000 feet of white pine in the
Tonawanda market and 53,000,000 feet in
th: Buffalo market, with one or two yards
unreported. This quantity is a great deal
Jess than the stccks of furmer years. There
i, it 14 said, an absolute shortage in many
individual items son.e of which are cur-
rently in lurge demand.

The question to be considered is the
production of logs this winter. In the
Northern States every indication poiats to
a ma.erial reduction. Maoy of the big
concerns who have being putting in from
one 10 two hundred million feet for years
have not contracted for more than balf that
amount. In Ontario there was at the
commencement of the logging sesson a
determination on the part of operators to
cuitail their output from 15 to 25 per cent.
+s compared with last season. Early
work in the woods was hampered by the
d'ficulty of procuring sufficient labor, asd
a little later on, when labor became more
plentiful, there was a very heavy fall of
snow, which has since rendered work in
the woods most di%icult and expensive.
In nearly all the white pine territory the
saow is from three (o five feet deep, mak-
ing it almost impossible to haul the hogs.
The result is that the output of logs will
fall considerably short of the estimated
quaniity. Some estimates place the short-
age as compared with last season at from
30 to 40 per cent.

A market shortage of logs would, there.
fore, seem 10 be a certainty, and the effect
upon lumber prices cannot be otherwise
than strengthening. Such logs as reach the
mills will representjufbigh cost to the manu-
facturer, rendering it absolutely necessary
that he should obtain a high price for
his lumber in order to prevent losn. Should
the demand for lumber this season be as
great n 19o3 prices of white pine are cer-
fain to continue firm, with a stroag prob-
ability of an advance.

S. Peters, planing mill, etc., Quebec, i»
announced to have assigned.

TINBER LIMIT TRANSACTIONS.

The Bearinger Syndicate, of Saginaw,
Mich, have just completed the purcha.e of
the timber property ot W.S. Monigomery,
of Dalhousie, N. B. The propesty con.
sists of timber limits, saw mill and logging
equipment and the price is «aid to be inthe
vicinity ot $100,000.

BROON llAlDLBS

If an enierprising man with supglies of
cheap Spruce, Basswood or Poplar care
to put in several machines to work broom
bandles we can take bis output.  Write in
first instance t : Emyire, care of CaNADA
LuMBERMAN.

WANTED

Hemloct Lumber, small or large lots, Pi
and lisrMiwood, all dimen~ions lg deant »9:‘15
-:d“'c 'w.l.ltl m‘lona't - lheuvhole m':&n cut
a ve ractions for cut : also
and slabs, soft or hard, e e wood

FUEL & LUMBER CO,

73 Vict ria 8t. - TORONTO, OXT.
Plaslag, Matchisg, Resawing, elc.
Maasfactuter of in Car Lote.

Deers, Sash, Mouldings, Cellings
eninores . HAROWOO: FLOORING
A SPECIALTY.

Lumber Ailn Dried in Any Quantity

JO Ro n‘Tol - ormh. ont.
Correspondence Solicited.

MASON, GORDON & CO.

WHOLESALE TIMBER
Montreal, Quebec
Raners Tee B.C Milk, Timber & Tradine

DOVEECS TIB Tinbor i acy siee or length suppised

WRITE JOR PARTICULARS AND QUOTATIONS.

TBLEGRAPH POLES
WANTED

We buy all lengths. Write
ux for prices and you will
see that by cutting your
Cedar into Poles it will net
you more than you can get
out of it in any other way.

J. B. FARWELL & SON

Sumtsessers to M Cafirey & Parwell.
Orillia, Ont. Oswego, N. Y.

30_VEARS' E.PERIENCE IN FORENTRY
Rxpest Kxplorer and Practical Lumberman.
Ievu os Thnbtt Ulllh. Pulp
'ood ter Powers,
su-..

l..ldl.

frﬁdﬂl'lﬁl( N. Rischle,
Desler @ nseker

Timber Limits sad Pulp Wood Lands,
Lumber, Pulp W Ties, atc

st ruer s - QUEBEC, Camada

BULMER., MocLBNNAN & GO.

WANTED:

Basswood, Birch, Hard Maple, Rock
and Soft Elm Lumber

OfMoe and Yard—571 Dorchester Street, MONTREAL, P Q.

Telephone Mais st

Correspondence Soltiched

KNIGHT BROTHERS CO.
Burk’s Falla, Out.

KILN-DRIED BIRGH FLOORING >=&2%

KNIGHT BROTHERS CO.
Burk’s Falh, Omt.




