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CORRESPONDENCE.

VThe Editor docs not hold hiomsely . ceponsidle for
tndividual expressions of apinion {n communi.
cationz addressed to the VOLUNTEER REVIEW,]

v the Editor of the Voruxteer Review,

Sir:—With 1 fwenco toa very pertinent
letter, in ono of your Iate issues, under the
signaturo of **Rowto,” I would observe, if
it may not aspire to entire, originality, it has
novertheless struck the key note of which
every volunteer should take up tho refrain,
until the echoas of its reiteration rouse the
autaorities to the sense of tho actual unsatis-
factory, anomalous condition of tho country’s
Volunteer Force.

In hazarding a few remars upon a sub°
ject so exlhimustively discussed as that of
Militia Officers, I can entertain not the
slightest hope of advancing anything new or
striking. But as I adyocaio reiteration it
may be permitted me toobserve with re
gard to the exoteric working of our present
military system, that all officers who have
strained their patriotism, to set Troop or
Company in the Field must along with
myself, continue to rekin = lively sense
of the humiliating ordeal to be submitted
to as necessary for the carrying outof the
annunl mililia programume.

1 feel assured thatat {his moment the
majority of oficers have o deplore lhe at-
tepuation going onin their commands; the
plain truth is, that an atropby of a most
virulent type, 1s fast depleling the volunteer
ranks, and if not by some means quickly ar-
rested, volunteer officers must bo prepared
n future to—with what assumption of dig-
nity they can—parade or Iead askelelon.
The anomaly—here I reiterale again,—of
one portion of a comwmunity being expected
to practico a Spartan-hko self-abunegation,
while tho residue aro perfectly more than
content, to revelin an intense impatriotic
selfishuess, would ineyitably ruin any asso.
ciation however able and energetic its ad-
ministration.

The defenders and advocates of the pre-
sent system, have apparently, no hesitation
in offering a radical curo for tho trifling con-
tratemps to which company officers are sub-
jeet in tho performance of what is, but
under a proper military system twould not
bo their duty. **Tho officer not popular
enough to parade & good quolaof his com®
mand when called upon should resign.”
This is the penaces for all theills the pro-
sent military system is heir {o. But how-

ver brilliant this new phaso in political
cconomy, it is very sugge tiveof transfering
thosoldier’s allegianco from tho state, to the
safe keeping of the coviable oflicer pro-emi.
nent, in tho somewhat dublous sarier rice
that Jures young heroes to thefiecld. Surely
all that isrequired in o good officer isan anx.
iong eavo for his men's welfare; « strict im-
partiality in regimental and company de-
tails : a kind affability which avoids the famil.
iarity that breeds contempt; but no over

stultify the pleno jure which ho vepresents.
‘I'he officer who does Icss cannot cluim to Lo
a good one, and he who concedes more for*
feils the social status a commission is held
to confor.

We bave all the requisite material for the
formiation of a most eflicient military force.
A comprehensive Militia Act; a minister of
defenco (why not of war) fully competent to
carry out the clauses of the Lill he so hap-
pily inagurated ; a gallant approved soldier,
as Adjutant General to mould the material
placed in his hands into good saldiers, and a
host of intelligent, loyal militia oflicers to
lend theiruid. ‘Then why delay longer the
only alternative compulsory enlistment?
And I have no hesitation in believing that
any measure founded upon this principle
would soon Lecomo popular.  There exist in
communities an innate love of fair play,
which go far to reconcile the country toa
system that demands the mititary <ervice
due to tho state, from rich and poor alike.

Iaving been a volunteer from the incep
tion of the system, I am naturally anxious to
seo it prosperous and progressive; but no
optimism can ignore facts, and I can only
trust a very mediocre prescience that can
only anticipate disasterous deciy for the
Force under its present regime, may prove
prophetically false.

I remain, Sir,
Yours &e.,
Ax Owb lsxp,

New Hamburg, May 13th, 1572,

FROM MONTREAL,

[BY OUR OWN CORRESI'UNDLNT.]

Although nothing positive has been ofli
cially stated, it is generally understood that
a Camp will be formed tlis summer some-
what similar to that of last year, with this
exception, that Laprairiemay not be the en.
caml‘m‘!cnt ground; this js 1o pe regretted
apd it i3 nob received with favor. Except.
ing St. Johns,thero is no place betteradapted
for a camp than Laprairic, and being within
casy aceess of Montreal makes 1t a very
desirable ¢peol. It is said too that the camp
is o be formed at the end of Junc; this is a
great mistake, merchants, clerks, and farm
ers, will be excessively busy about that time
and it will Lo next to impossible to obtain
the men. The beginning of August would
be far mora suitable time.

Jtis 10 bo hoped that the stafT of last
year will be re-appointed, they proved a
very efficient one at last camp with and tlo
expericnco they have had witl be doubly <o
this year.

Mr. Joku Martin hins organized and mised ’
another troop in additionte No 1, this will |

givo us a squadroy.

First orR Psuxce oFr Wares lurLes.—The
Riiio Associntion jis conncotion =itk this re
guuent held their fiest piize medting at the
ranges, Point St, Charles, on Saturday, com

mencingat £ p. m. A strong wind was blow
ing, which made good scoting diflicult. The
first rantch was for three prizes—85, $3, and
$1; range, 200 and 300 yards, MPshots at
each. The first prizo was won by Corporal
Hill, 24 points; tho second by Sergeant Por-
teous, 23; and the third by Sergeant Quinn,
22, Thesecond match was o 500 and 600
yards, 7 shots at cach. Tho first prizo was
taken by Captain Stevenson, 31 points; the
second by Sergeant Quinn. 29 points; and
the third by Corporal 11ill, 29 points. The
third maich was gor those who had nover
before won a prize, range 200 yards, 7 shots.
I'hofirst prize, $4, was won by Drum-Major
Bullie ; 2nd, §2 by Corpaoral Robinson ; 3ed,
§1, by Corporal Johnson. Lieut. E, W.
Mudge acted as Exccutive Officer and Lieut.
Col. Bond presented the prizes to the lucky
winners,

The cracl shots of the Vicloria Riflos do-.
sinng 2 tnal of skill with the marksmen of
the Prince of Wales' Regiment, issued a
chiatlengo to that cffect which was at oaco
accepted and the match arranged for Satur.
day noext at Point St. Charles. [Five men
wiil constitute a team, and the ranges are
2w, 409, 50 amd 600 yards, the prize Leing
a pur=e of S100, ]

5

THE ALABAMA MISUNDERSTANDING.

The extent to which business has been in
jured by the Alabamae musunderstanding,
will bo evident from the subijoined extract
from a circular recently issued by the Lon.
don stock Exchange :—

“ Considering the growing magnitude of
the operations between the two countrivy, it
may safely be asserted that the interruption
to business caused by the Alabama question
has been tho greatestof all the consequen.
tisldamages. Whether the Alabama con.
tributed to prolonging thio war in the sur.
prising way attributed to Ler in the Ameri-
can ‘¢ case,” or exercised & more influence
or ¢ffect in that direction than the Flying
Datchman, as Mr. Moore (himselfan Ameri
can) says she has undoubtedly exercised a
most pernicious influence on international
operations and on the secunties ofthe Tnit.
ed States. A largo volume of emigration
was setting from tho United Kingdom to-
wands the republic, of a class, too strongly
influcnced by national sentiment. Young
gentlemen, with from LILOW (o £2,000.
were_making up parties for cattle raising
in Xansas, wine growing in Calilornia,
beet sugar manufacturlng in Colorado, graz
ingandagricalturein Virgimagchile number
less scttlements were in formation along the
great trunk railway lines in process of con-
struction, Theso parties generlly are or
gamized during the winter, and proceed
early in _the spring, so the d fliculty arosein
time to derango many plang, aud to deprive
the United States of much cupitad and many
valuable settlers. A glaunce at the compan:
ies Jately lavnched will satisfy all that the
attraction of the United States asa geld for
investment hasbeensteadily on the incmease
The sum lately dirccted to America ba

been enormous, but tho first breath of the
coming trouble stopperd it instantly, and it
will bo found much casier to stop it than &
renew tho desivo for American investment.
Without grave reason, no stalesman shooh
rinterfere with operations so Important an
benelicial ; but the statesmen of Loth coun
tries are. in truth, iguoraut of what is goira

jonan this way amung the peuple, and 8-

Washagton they huow sotling of the bare
donc in this direction.



