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CO0NG0R EGA TIONA L SINGING.
in lookiîîg ai Cooke's Churcli froimi the corner o!

Quecti and Mutual streets il is uiiflicult to realise tihat
tic edifice lias the largest sualirîg accommodation o! any
Protestant clitirch in thîe Dominion. Standing as il docs
on thc cdge of the strcets, wtvîl no spacious graunds such
as surround the adjacent iNetrop)olitani Cliurcli, its mlag-
nificent pruporttns ate Ilitidun fi-,tl the Lasual obser-
ver. Only fronti lte intertur ms it possible to forin an
adequate idea of its large proportioî's. WVlien crowded
witli a multitude of e;îrnest %voriliippers, as on the occa-
sion of my visit, hast Sabbath e, eniing, the scene is deeply
inîpr)essi v'e. 1 'vas surprised to lear t Ilal the congrega-
tion wvab not quite as large as usual, the .Vetller being
somewihat incleriient. The uisher kindly cscorted nime ta
a1 sent iii the body of tic cliurch whichi 1 noîiced wvas
the only one available in tîlal section o! the auditorium.
RZos of liencires are placed along the entire length of
the ouler aislcs wliiclî, 1 was inforuîîcd, are usually coin-
pletely occupied ai tIme evening service.

Tite organ is placed in an alcove behind the pulpit,
while tic choir gallery occupies the intcrvening space.
Thmis arrangement is not t lie best that mniglt bc devised
for te. uise of those wlio lead the singing of a large con-
gregation. Tlie narra"', oblong forni o! the gallery
causes the singers to 1)0 dispersed iii a mnanner iviiich
niust inake il difficult to secure tîtat concentration and
unanîniiity ofattack whlich is so desirable in public praise.
Th'le choir wvould bc niîuclî more effective if seated in a
comipact square in front of the pulpit. 'rthe volume o!
sounid vould thon reach thxe furthest corner of the building
uni nipeded by the conditions wvhich ah presenit interfere.

Tlîo openîng psalmi .vas the cighity-fourth and wvas
sung t0 Sainucl \Vesleys tlne Il" Pillipi." The third
cliapter O! 2nd Peter wvas tdieu rcad, aller whiclî lte xlv
psalin tas annotinced. This wvas stung t10 Raleigli," a
tîînedeservedly poJ)tular withi Presbyterian congregations.
1 wonder whethcr inany readers o! the PREShîvTFIZIAN
IZFviLnw are faîniiliar Nvith the origin o! tIme tlne. It wvas
wriîlen hy Mr. David Grant, an amateur miusician and
composer o! iitn excellent cliurch lunes, wt'lî tas en-
gaged iii buîsiness as a tobicco inercliant in Aberdeen,
froni whlich lie rctired in 1.878- It wasn'mned ''Raleigh "
by 'Mr. NV'm. Cais-nie, eclitor o! the N'ortherit i>alr n
viewv o! tic occupation o! the comiposer and in hionor o!
the introducef of IlIte weed mbnt Britain. The
-tntimunceiients wvere thon nmade by tire pastor, PRev.
Wîi. Patterson. 1 was especiaily interested in tvo o!
thie.iirelatingt10tle psa-l:îmodly deparîrnint. Mr. Patter-
son annouticed that "l'vo are lrving ta mlakie it ]lot for
tie chair" ; they require t0 bc kepî in hiot wvaer.'
,%vas soniewhat startîed ait tîîis announicemient, as the
average church chair is usuaily supposed 10 ho quite
etqual 10 thte task o! providing more boet Nvatcr timan is
neccssary for tue iiarnîonious conduct o! ils mission.
My féars; proved ho have bcen grotindlcss by tue cool
aisnflincOeit thmat tie collection aIa lectuire ro ho given
during tue week, îvoild 1)0 expendcd in dcfrayirig the
cost of hcaùi the chcirch in order that thie miembers; o!
the choir miiglit 1)0 cnabled 10 practice in cortforl dur-
ing thie wintcr ecnciings. Tite second announcArient
%vas.tiiat Ilie singing-class wold rîmeet on 'Munday
evening." Thîis class is coedîîcted by '.%r. Jolinstonc,
the efficient and painstnking lirecenlor of Uic church,
who talies this ilicans of training the young pec.plc o!
tic con-regation to, take an intelligent and active part
in the service ofpr.ai-;e Iliope tieeffort isapltlprcci.ited
and îlîat the yoting folks talie advanhage o! lie oxcep-

ti~ivUprt ieg whici îeyenjy.Tlîo congregaitiontl
%inging-class- las lîcen thme most important factor
in the det-el upîmeiiîl o! congreg.Ition.il singing in the Old
Coumntry, but, tinfortinittdiy il is soimowha-.t raie Ii
Canada especially in cities. Tite prevalent idea scemis
to lie that whern an orzan an choir hiavi, lien provided,
time * .ungreg.ction have clone il] timat cani rensonalily bc
experteul or Oient. That thiere is stili roonli for imiprovi.-
tuîent in çcongreg.itioni --ining wivas cleatrly ;rovcn hiy
the singincg o! the psalmni d paraphrase tvlîiclà followed.

The xxv. psalmn, tulle ",Silchiester"; and liv. paraphrase
to Iloffingliaîn - vere inarked by careful attention to
ýxpression and phirasing on the part of the choir, but,
in the congregatian thcse nccessary elcrnents of good
singing wvere conispicuous by thecir absence. This wvas
especially the case in the latter. The tune being in
triple tinie and sung somievhiat sîoîvly ivas divided into-
musical phrases o! three beats each, and the ivords
treated accordingly. Tie rcsultw~as a mutilation oftlie
text which entirely obscured the mieaning o! the words.
The relation of the words to the sense of the phirase was
comipletely ignored by te greater part of the congrega-
tion iii deliance o! the excellent exanmple set by the choir.
1 punctuated the fourtlî verse of thîe paraphrase rnen-
tioned, as it wvas sung by the congregation, as follows:

ienî w'ilIlol own-His ser.vant'a nanie
J3efore-llis a stler's face,

Asid iîî-tle siew*Jcru.salcin
.Appoint.niy soul.a place.

Durîng the collection one o! Sankey,s hymns wvas
sungr by the choir. Tite verse wvas sung by Soprano
and contralto only, the male voices being reserved for
the refrain. This tvas sung in excellent time and with
good expression, but the blcnding in the duet tvas
somewhaiit marred by a soprano -voice wvhich insisted
on being hecard above ail others. But fewv choirs are
frc f rom sucli a damaging drawback. The sermon
wvas an excellent one. Mr. Patterson selected as his
text Geci. xviv: 17 IlEscape for thy lire ". He drev
a slrong para!lel betîween the rire wvhich destroyed
Sodoni and Goinorrah, and that which recently caused
sucli great destruction iii the business part of
Toronto. Ile conmnended the firemen who displayed
the noblest lieroism in the execution of their duty
and deplored the lack of apprecialion whiclh was
slîown to the men who are ready, at a moments
notice to sacrifice thieir lives. lie said IlPeople say of
thecir ministers," "lour mari is an alarmist." Thank
God for il if lie is. Men Nvere excited to save lite and
property ; woe unto himi wh'l is flot excited wvhen men
and womien 2re about to perisli in flanies. When the
waîchman ran to give the alarm %vould anybody stop to
criticise bis nianner of running, or say wvhether bis
stops wvere of the proper length ? Would anyone
criticise the tone of voice in wlîich the firemen called
on Mrs Caven to jump ? still people indulge in such
damnable bosb wher criticising tlîe style of their
preacher wvhen lie gives the alarm, and warns men to
fiee from a destruction which thrcatens, flot only their
bodies, but their immortal sauls.

The necessity for prompt action ti'aB urgcd on his hearera and
ail vçrr entrcated te dlecido for Christ, Mhile part of tho audlience
vras dismnissing the choir saInga hymnn. An altcr meeting washeld
ta whiclimany rcînaiiica. Ai jo!ncd in singing "Ilove tatel lte
story " alter wvhich Nfrs. 1'atterson sang au asoo "What abail the
answcr lîe ! The audience joining in the refrain.

M'ithi respect to tlic iiic of Coolc's Church there is ono fact
which anîst1penoticcd. I)tàris.Z the main partof the servie psaleu
andl paraphrases only artasung, nn hymnes heing allowed bîthe
session,,%dichl, in taie Preabl)yterian Chiurch has full authority in ail
nattcrs pertaining ta tic service of praise. A concession is malle
in tie case of the choir which is p)crmnittcdl to sing a bymn durine'
tiecollecion. lZo anthenis or organ voluntaries are pcrniittcd in

any part or the service. IlOld prejudicca% die liard.» I cocildnot,
refrain f roi tlinking of lte narro%çntss of the lino drawn 'which
perînits unly such sclecticis ae are containcd ivithin the cavers of
Mr. Sankey's book<, ivhile cxcliiing an anthcm printcd on a
.eparate aheet, even --vhcn composed by the most scholarly chutch
comnposaffltbo have consecraied their talents ta the service of the

"lauter, and have lad ot their best on Rlis altar. It seems that
even thae endlor&sation of the (leneral Asstnmbiv is an insuflicient
guarntc of the sîiitalaility of hymns for publiý worship, as even
the l>resh% tersan ilymnal ia not peirmitted ta bo used.

WVith such a coîîgregzLtion of young people as C<>a's Churth
po ses thereare grcat possîbilitics of dcvelopmient in thr service

ofp Lie t c ut; bopte that a broacler spirit may -oon prevail and,
tliat thte gif t of sang înay bc culîivatcd te its fuîi capacity in thae
stinging of pams and liymns and spiritual songs. OrRin volait-
trirs are enaployed in opelimg and closing tho service of the
inaiority of Toronto presyterian Churches. 'but in Cooicoe thme
insîlrurncnt is uisei sinmply as ftn aceompftnimcent te the vaice. It
çrêmC a pitv thsath Uicn.tnifienit instrument w'ith which the
clîurch ta provadlec abhoulll be tised witlh sa uniay limitations. The

or i of the chinrch, Mr. C.îicet, P'aaYs uith much taste and ulcili,
aadnugatsfel% be truîstcd ta initrohe comnpositions sucb as would

not shioci thocticarnest Veesbyteriaits weho look ipon e 'reryinno-
vai ion au a stop towards Rame. T)r
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