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pither I have nîentioned. 1 should calu it " 'l'he
Parable of the Wonderful Fatlie '!" riiiiz of
the fatixer sitting cross-legged, bis eyes on tuie

gound, in de*jectieîî and sorrowv. And you t.ry to
('<)nfort hinm. You are inclined te uiiiIe the viewv
titat the further away suchi a profligatv, ((elasv(i
sonl is, the better. Buit the father satys, Il [e i.s

»yson; I wvish lie were hiome.*' ~teh
appears in the distance;- at Iast it sems to takce
soinething of the appearance of a huutati lieiiig.
'te father knows 'vhat the figure is. 11 ve ays,

It is rny son ! " andI lie tises andfi ttttts titet

llii, kisses hini and forgives hini. "Bring the
1best robe, and put rings on his lingers and shoes

on his feet! Kili the fatted caif, pr&liia holi-
day, a higli feust Î For nty son %va.s dend and is
alive, was lost and is found "

And if you had bcen standing by and (,ne had
said, "This is the sev~enth lime that young man has
corne back, rnaking ail kinds of promises, and the
father lias always forgiven him," what would you
think of the love and kindness of that father?
But it is not seven tîmes, but seventy times seven
yea, tintes without number that God fergives us!
And so 1 wvould cail it the "-Parable of the Won-
derful Father," and if we thus retu tn, ive 'viii al
have cause to sing

"Oh happy day, that fixed iny choice
On Thee, my Saviour and niy Cod !
Well may my glom-ing heart rejeice,
And tell its raptures ail abroad.

"Now rest, my long-divided heart,
Here on this biissful centre rest !
With husIm- who would refuse te part
Mhen cailed on angels' food to feast?

PREACH THE WORD.

There are a thousand thiugs that a niinister can
do; and ail useful , but his great work is to
Ilreach the Word." That first; ail other things
ini their subordinate place. Just as Paul was
hitnself instructed in tent-mi-aking, it may wvell be
believed that lie instructed others-young tuen-
iii that mest respectable and useful handicraft.
Quite likely, tee,' on many occasions, he wvouid
give gratuitous, but very excellent lessons in
Hebrew presody, te sente young Jewvish friend,

who had net shared hisi early advantages. Anîd
without doubt lie wvould be able te give vei'y sotind

adicie to tite ttîenthjer, etf the int rc t oriTith

0t11 '~s whio happvtîed to lu' possessed o)f the(
ut uni1cipat. franchise, about electioti tinte. 1%111

titese tltimil~ evet' iflterfere(l wîth his gt'ent o.
Titat work wvas to Proclaitu C1hrist as the~ Saviour
of i îîett to tetit'l liolitiess and :oietait to

PN t&'tt ti' kigl(,iOlt' of heu yen oit earth. 'lheurr
tîtust he phiiosophy ; there miust be artistic skill
Itwe mtust l'e (lli<Tent , anicriaft-wor-k , there

nuîtst lie businiess; application: but nouîe of tiiese
,weti the peculiar aý, ocaticit ef t}tc Aposties, or
tleit' Iiitibit. successors of to-day, the Gospel min-

We are pleased to thiîîk thiat there is an irn-
provemteuît iii pt'eaching, iti perhaps thue mnajority
of quaritet'i. Less of the essay, aiid more ef the
iorniily .iess of appea] to the criticai intellect, and
more to tIe yearniîîg heart , more insisting that

ineni should be t'ighit, thani that tltey sheouid îîierely
t/iiyk righit -,more teachiiug wliat the Word really
ineans, and liow it is relted te us pool' sinniers-
andi not se muchi low it is related te this or that
philosophy.

XVe ate e(>xtr-eiîely w~ell situated iii this respect.
We have tue tii rt',- -centuiry-oid, not' twel "e-century-
old systeni, that wve inust wvalk by. Our systent
is nearly in its twentieth century ; and 4-he articles
of ouir creed are the sanie iowv, as if we liad lived
in Philippi, or traded at Corinth. And wvhen one
of us is in oui' humble study, preparing for Sabbatlt
duties, we feel the liberty and inspiration of hav-
ing no eue, ail] the wvay up to the Lord Jesus, te
corne betwveen, te interfere 'vith us, or te wvhoi wve
owe subînissien. And wvhen, with prayer and
thouglit we cor-ne I)efere our people te endeavor te
teacli them- they having the saite open Bible,
and the saute liberty and responsibility as te tIc
truth with ourseives-ift we tell themn what they'
I)eheve te lie trutli, they wvill se receive it at oui-

hands. If we tell theîîî xvat is net correct thiey
wvill set it, dowvn te our wveakiuess and ignorance.
But let the preacher p2'each. Let it le IlThe
Word " hie is enigaged about.

Oui- wvise friend, the Boston Congregationalie,
a 'veek et' two ayo, iii an editeriai, iad this

It is fait' te judge of a sermion net orily by the
pleasure which it gives a hearer whie listening
te it, but l'y the atlitdiing irnpressing 'vhiel it leaves
upon his mmid. Two friends on a t'eceuut a ah


